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• NAQI
– Current implementation targeting agricultural 

emissions in EPA designated non-attainment 
areas for PM and O3

– Experience has demonstrated that there are more 
precise approaches to targeting FA to address 
agriculturally-related air emissions and concerns

– Some states have moved into and out of the 
Initiative from year to year
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• NAQI – Proposed Updates and Improvements
– Three main categories providing more flexibility to 

improve air quality with NAQI funds
• National Priority Areas – CA and AZ and non-attainment
• State and Regional Priority Areas – known areas, not 

necessarily non-attainment
• State and Local Priority Areas – competitive basis for 

state and local ag. air quality initiatives
– Target funds to continue improving AQ
– Reduce the variance and waiver workload
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http://naqsat.tamu.edu/
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As of August 13th

• More than 326,000 downloads
• Livestock Chapter downloaded more 

than any other chapter



COMET-Farm and Methods Report Integration
(Underway)

www.comet-farm.com



 Agricultural Soil Carbon in the Palouse Region
 Avoided Grassland Conversion Carbon Project
 Bovine Innovative Greenhouse Gas Solution
 Bringing Greenhouse Gas Benefits to Market: Nutrient 

Management for Nitrous Oxide Reductions
 Demonstrating GHG Emission Reductions in California and 

Mid-South Rice Production
 Development of Protocols and Accounting Methods for Carbon 

Sequestration on US Rangelands
 Estimating Nitrous Oxide Reductions from Nutrient 

Management in the Chesapeake Watershed
 Farm Smart� Management System

 Reducing N2O Losses from Cropping Systems for 
Environmental Credits with Fertilizer BMPs

2011 GHG CIGs:  Testing the Markets – Greenhouse 
Gas / Carbon Sequestration CIGs



US 
Power 
Plants 

Purchase 
Credits

Delta Institute CIG Project Flow

Markets Return Check to 
Producer for Avoided N2O 
Emissions

SALE

N2O Emissions Quantification and Credit 
third-party verification

(EPRI and Michigan State developed American 
Carbon Registry Quantification Methodology)

Phase 1 – Conservation plan and 
implement of 4Rs of Nitrogen Mgmt.
(credits only available for corn 
rotations due to science availability)

Consistent Corn Yield 
PLUS

Other Environmental Co-benefits
(water, fertilizer costs, etc.)

http://www.climatetrust.org/
http://www.climatetrust.org/


Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) is a voluntary program available to agricultural 
producers to help them use environmentally sensitive land for conservation benefits. 
Producers enrolled in CRP plant long-term, resource-conserving covers to improve the 
quality of water, control soil erosion, and develop wildlife habitat. In return, FSA provides 
participants with rental payments and cost-share assistance. Contract duration is 
between 10 and 15 years.





What is Driving CRP Conversion?



Major US 
Automobile 

Manufacturer

Ducks Unlimited and The Climate Trust Project Flow

Working Lands, Land 
Conservation and Wildlife 
Habitat

PLUS
Soil Carbon Credits

$$$ Return to Producer for Avoided 
Grassland Conversion

SALE

Aggregation

Preserving Grasslands
And Not Tilling – grazing and 
haying permitted

NRCS
EQIP

http://www.climatetrust.org/
http://www.climatetrust.org/
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• Success Stories… please keep them coming.



Discussion…

Planning today for a better tomorrow.



The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the 
basis of race, color, national origin, age, disability, and where applicable, sex, marital status, familial status, 
parental status, religion, sexual orientation, genetic information, political beliefs, reprisal, or because all or a 
part of an individual's income is derived from any public assistance program. (Not all prohibited bases apply 
to all programs.) Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program 
information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA's TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 
(voice and TDD). To file a complaint of discrimination write to USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 
Independence Avenue, S.W., Washington, D.C. 20250-9410 or call (800) 795-3272 (voice) or (202) 720-
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