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Why does air quality matter to Texans?
• Population growth - 26,448,193 million 

people living in Texas (2013 census)
• Top five Texas metroplexes are Dallas/Fort 

Worth, Houston, San Antonio, Austin, El 
Paso

• Dallas/Fort Worth and Houston rank in the 
top ten nationally 

• Tremendous impact on the state’s natural 
resources as population trend increases

• Farmers and ranchers are at the front line 
of implementing conservative practices 
that address air quality concerns

• Over 95 percent of lands are privately 
owned



Challenges to addressing air quality concerns
• Encroachment of urban sprawl on traditional agriculture 

communities
• Land fragmentation
• Uninformed population concerning farming, ranching and 

CAFO/AFO practices 
• Vocal opponents of livestock animal waste practices
• Urban population concerns over dust control  
• Absentee landowners
• Drought





Texas personifies extremes in rainfall, climate, 
temperatures and ecosystems

Source:  TCEQ Website



Texas nonattainment areas

• 22 Texas counties exceed air quality standards for either 
particulate matter (PM), excessive ozone, greenhouse gases 
or a combination of the above. 

• These 22 counties are impacted by the state’s large 
metroplexes.

For example:
El Paso – PM
Dallas/Fort Worth – Ozone
Houston, Brazoria and Galveston – Ozone



NRCS responds 
National Air Quality Initiative (AQI)

• Provides Farm Bill support through the agency’s 
Environmental Quality Incentives Program (EQIP) to 
producers that address air quality concerns on their 
operations

• Help producers meet air quality compliance 
requirements

• Meet state and national goals for consistent delivery 
of program benefits



AQI Accomplishments
• Obligated more than $6 

million since 2011 through 
the national initiative

• Impacted 33 counties 
• Practices include cover 

crops, forage and biomass 
planting, along with 
precision nutrient 
management and dust 
suppression



Conservation practices 
affecting air quality

Wind Breaks



Conservation practices 
affecting air quality

Conservation tillage



Conservation practices affecting air quality

Dust suppression



Prescribed grazing

Conservation practices 
affecting air quality



Partnerships - a key to success
• Texas State Soil and Water Conservation Board
• Texas Soil and Water Conservation Districts
• Texas Water Resources Institute
• USDA Agricultural Research Service
• Texas AgriLife Extension
• MillerCoors Brewing Company
• The Sand Foundation
• Tarrant Regional Water District
• Others



Cleaner air for all Texans

• On the ground conservation – making positive strides 
toward improved air quality
Results in reduced PM, greenhouse gases and ozone levels
 Federal, state and local agencies and groups partnering 

together to meet air quality compliance requirements
National AQI addresses resource concerns in counties 

surrounding targeted high-population metro areas
Through conservation practices applied on the land, 

agriculture producers are improving air quality in Texas



Thank you

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination against its customers, employees, and applicants for employment on the 
bases of race, color, national origin, age, disability, sex, gender identity, religion, reprisal, and where applicable, political beliefs, marital status, 

familial or parental status, sexual orientation, or all or part of an individual's income is derived from any public assistance program, or protected 
genetic information in employment or in any program or activity conducted or funded by the Department. (Not all prohibited bases will apply to 
all programs and/or employment activities.) Individuals who are deaf, hard of hearing or have speech disabilities and you wish to file either an 

EEO or program complaint please contact USDA through the Federal Relay Service at (800) 877-8339 or (800) 845-6136 (in Spanish).
Persons with disabilities who wish to file a program complaint, please see information above on how to contact us by mail directly or by email. If 

you require alternative means of communication for program information (e.g., Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) please contact USDA's 
TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD). 

If you wish to file a Civil Rights program complaint of discrimination, complete the USDA Program Discrimination Complaint Form (PDF), found 
online at http://www.ascr.usda.gov/complaint_filing_cust.html, or at any USDA office, or call (866) 632-9992 to request the form. You may also 

write a letter containing all of the information requested in the form. Send your completed complaint form or letter to us by mail at U.S. 
Department of Agriculture, Director, Office of Adjudication, 1400 Independence Avenue, S.W., Washington, D.C. 20250-9410, by fax (202) 690-

7442 or email at program.intake@usda.gov. 

http://www.ocio.usda.gov/sites/default/files/docs/2012/Complain_combined_6_8_12.pdf
http://www.ascr.usda.gov/complaint_filing_cust.html
mailto:program.intake@usda.gov
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