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Investing in Ohio - 2016

Created by the 2014 Farm Bill, the Regional Conservation Partnership Program (RCPP) is a partner-driven, locally-led approach to
conservation. It offers new opportunities for USDA’s Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) to harness innovation, welcome
new partners to the conservation mission, and demonstrate the value and efficacy of voluntary, private lands conservation.

In 2016, NRCS is investing up to $220 million in 84 high-impact projects that impact every state in the nation, including one in Ohio.
This investment, which builds on the $370 million invested for 2014 and 2015, will help conservation partners and agricultural

producers conserve natural resources, leading to cleaner and more abundant water, healthier soil, enhanced wildlife habitat and
many other benefits.

Clear Creek RCPP

Proposed NRCS Investment: $425,000 (State)

Lead Partner: Highland Soil and Water Conservation District
Number of Partners: 6

Participating State(s): Ohio

This innovative project will implement a series of agricultural best management practices to protect water quality, improve
soil health and provide habitat for at risk species in the Clear Creek Watershed. It will also help protect the City of
Hillsboro’s drinking water supply and provide prescribed habitat for Ohio’s diminished Bobwhite Quail population and
native pollinators. Project goals for conservation practices include the installation of 3,000 acres of cover crops, 3,000 acres
of nutrient management, 6 acres of grassed waterways, and certain prescribed wildlife management practices that improve

habitat for targeted species. Implementation of BMPs will be prioritized upstream of the City of Hillsboro’s drinking water
intake and within the wildlife focus area for Bobwhite Quail.
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