
Investing	in	Missouri	-	2016	
Created	by	the	2014	Farm	Bill,	the	Regional	Conservation	Partnership	Program	(RCPP)	is	a	partner-driven,	locally-led	approach	to	
conservation.	It	offers	new	opportunities	for	USDA’s	Natural	Resources	Conservation	Service	(NRCS)	to	harness	innovation,	welcome	
new	partners	to	the	conservation	mission,	and	demonstrate	the	value	and	efficacy	of	voluntary,	private	lands	conservation.	

In	2016,	NRCS	is	investing	up	to	$220	million	in	84	high-impact	projects	that	impact	every	state	in	the	nation,	including	three	in	
Missouri.	This	investment,	which	builds	on	the	$370 million	invested	for	2014	and	2015,	will	help	conservation	partners	and	
agricultural	producers	conserve	natural	resources,	leading	to	cleaner	and	more	abundant	water,	healthier	soil,	enhanced	
wildlife	habitat	and	many	other	benefits.	

Cover	Crops	for	Soil	Health	and	Water	Quality	–	State	Project	
Proposed	NRCS	Investment:		$2.4	million	(State)	
Lead	Partner:		Missouri	Department	of	Agriculture	
Number	of	Partners:		12	
Participating	State(s):		Missouri	

Missouri	is	continuing	to	expand	the	understanding	of	soil	conservation	by	encouraging	producers	to	consider	land	
management	practices	that	address	both	soil	health	and	water	quality	resource	concerns.	This	project	will	help	expand	the	
use	of	cover	crops	and	no-till	management	throughout	the	state.	With	help	from	partner	agencies,	the	department	has	
established	a	goal	of	20,000	acres	planted	in	cover	crops	annually	on	acreage	that	qualify	as	highly	erodible	and/or	have	
organic	matter	content	less	than	2	percent.	Cost-share	funding	for	cover	crops,	a	demonstration	farm,	demonstration	plots,	
Missouri	Soybean	Growers	Bay	Farm,	NRCS	Cover	Crop	Economics	tool,	Missouri	Nutrient	Tracking	Tool,	and	Revised	Soil	
Loss	Equation	(RUSLE	2)	calculations	will	be	used	to	help	producers	understand	the	importance	of	and	proper	
implementation	of	cover	crops	to	foster	successful	experiences	and	encourage	wide-spread	adoption	among	fellow	
producers.		

Honey	Bee	and	Monarch	Butterfly	Partnership	
Proposed	NRCS	Investment:		$8.3	million	(CCA)	
Lead	Partner:		Pheasants	Forever,	Inc.	
Number	of	Partners:		5	
Participating	State(s):		Iowa,	Minnesota,	Missouri,	Nebraska	(lead	state),	North	Dakota	&	South	Dakota	

Project	partners	will	implement	2,900	EQIP	projects	on	14,500-acres	within	the	Prairie	Grasslands	Critical	Conservation	
Areas	of	Iowa,	Minnesota,	Missouri,	Nebraska,	North	Dakota	and	South	Dakota	and	will	address	inadequate	habitat	for	fish	
and	wildlife	natural	resource	concerns	to	improve	habitat	conditions	for	honey	bees	and	monarch	butterflies.	Those	
concerns	will	be	addressed	by	working	to	establish	high	quality	habitat	projects	with	landowners	on	croplands	in	the	area	
using	innovative	strategies	that	directly	connect	beekeepers,	landowners,	honey	bees,	monarch	butterflies	and	high	quality	
habitat.	



	

	

Improving	Working	Lands	for	Monarch	Butterflies		
	
Proposed	NRCS	Investment:		$6	million	(National)	
Lead	Partner:		National	Fish	and	Wildlife	Foundation	
Number	of	Partners:		12	
Participating	State(s):		Illinois,	Indiana,	Iowa,	Kansas,	Minnesota,	Missouri,	Oklahoma,	Texas	(lead	state)	&	Wisconsin	
	
Our	partnership	will	restore,	manage	and	conserve	wildlife	habitat	for	monarch	butterflies	on	agricultural	and	tribal	lands	
using	four	main	strategies:	conservation	planning	and	assessment;	habitat	improvement	and	best	management	practices;	
building	an	adequate	seed	supply	for	milkweed	and	nectar	plants;	and,	enhancing	organizational	coordination	and	capacity.	
To	provide	the	greatest	conservation	outcomes,	the	project	will	focus	work	within	two	NRCS	Critical	Conservation	Areas:	
Prairie	Grasslands	Region	and	Mississippi	River	Basin.	Targeted	areas	will	be	identified	through	a	US	Geological	Survey-led	
initiative	examining	fine-scale	opportunities	for	the	restoration	of	milkweed	and	other	pollinator	plants.	This	project	will	
contribute	to	national	goals	in	terms	of	habitat	and	increase	the	number	of	monarch	butterflies.	This	in	turn	will	represent	
the	best	opportunity	to	avoid	future	regulations	related	to	monarch	butterflies	from	being	imposed	on	farmers	and	
ranchers	in	the	future.	
	

	


