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Help for beginner, veteran, 
limited-resource, and historically 
underserved farmers

The Agricultural Act of 2014, provides higher payments for land 
owners who qualify as beginning farmers, limited resource 
producers, or those who are “socially disadvantaged” because 
they belong to racial or ethnic groups that have historically 
been subjected to prejudice. Such landowners could receive 
up to 90 percent of the prac  ce payment rate associated with 
planning and implemen  ng conserva  on prac  ces.  Addi  onally, 
applica  ons submi  ed by beginning farmers that are also 
veterans will be given high priority.

NRCS and conserva  on districts: 
partners in conserva  on 
The USDA Natural Resources Conserva  on Service (NRCS) is a 
federal agency that helps people help the land through scien  fi cally 
based, locally led voluntary conserva  on eff orts. 

NRCS works in partnership with New Hampshire’s ten conserva  on 
districts, which help iden  fy and address natural resource concerns 
in local communi  es, and coordinate public and private resources 
to meet local needs on a grassroots level. 

A conserva  on district is a division of state government established 
under state law to conserve and wisely manage resources and 
partner with state and federal agencies to deliver programs, 
educa  on and technical assistance to their communi  es. Visit 
www.nhacd.org to locate your conserva  on district and to learn 
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NRCS offices
New Hampshire State Office      

273 Locust St., Suite 2D
Dover, NH  03820

603-868-7581
Richard P. Ellsmore, 

State Conserva  onist
rick.ellsmore@nh.usda.gov

Concord Field Service Center 
Serving Belknap and 
Merrimack Coun  es

10 Ferry St., Suite 211
Concord, NH  03301

603-223-6023

Conway Field Service Center
Serving Carroll and

Belknap Coun  es
73 Main St.

Conway, NH  03818
603-447-2771

Epping Field Service Center
Serving Rockingham and 

Straff ord Coun  es
629 Calef Highway, Suite 203

Epping, NH  03042 
603-679-1587

Lancaster Field Service Center
Serving Coos County

4 Mayberry Lane
Lancaster, NH  03584

603-788-4651

Milford Field Service Center 
Serving Hillsborough and

Merrimack Coun  es
#468, Rte. 13 South
Milford, NH  03055

603-673-2409

Orford Field Service Center
Serving Gra  on County

19 Archertown Rd., Suite 1
Orford, NH  03777

603-353-4651

Walpole Field Service Center 
Serving Cheshire and 

Sullivan Coun  es
11 Industrial Park Dr.
Walpole, NH  03608

603-756-2988

www.nh.nrcs.usda.gov United States Department of Agriculture Helping People Help the Land

If you own or manage farmland or forest land, run a greenhouse, grow 
specialty crops, or farm organically in New Hampshire, then the 2014 Farm Bill 
conserva  on programs can help you address natural resource concerns and 
opportuni  es on your land. Sign-up is open and con  nuous for all conserva  on 
programs.

You will need a plan -- a conserva  on plan, conserva  on ac  vity plan (CAP), or 
a forest management plan -- to iden  fy the resource concerns and conserva  on 
prac  ces needed to meet your conserva  on and environmental objec  ves. 
Contact your local NRCS fi eld offi  ce for help in developing a plan (fi nancial 
assistance is available to pay for developing some plans) and to apply for 
fi nancial assistance to implement your conserva  on prac  ces.

What is a 
conserva  on plan?
Developing a conserva  on plan is the fi rst 
step in working with NRCS and applying for 
most USDA conserva  on programs. 

A conserva  on plan provides a roadmap to 
sustaining or improving produc  on while 
managing the natural resource base that 
supports your opera  on.  

Conserva  on planning iden  fi es objec  ves, 
resource limita  ons and opportuni  es, and 
evaluates alterna  ves to help you make 
decisions in managing your opera  on.

What is the 2014 Farm Bill?
The Agricultural Act of 2014 – also known as the 2014 Farm 
Bill – contains new conserva  on provisions that simplify exis  ng 
federal programs while maintaining the conserva  on-based 
emphasis developed during the preceding three farm bills.

Na  onal priori  es remain similar to the 2008 Farm Bill. These 
priori  es include reducing non-point source pollu  on, soil 
erosion and emissions, conserva  on of ground and surface 
water, and protec  on of at-risk species. New Hampshire 
con  nues to off er innova  ve prac  ces for agricultural, forestry, 
greenhouse, and organic producers.

Addi  onal assistance is available 
for new, limited resource, and 
socially disadvantaged farmers 
(see back page).

NRCS Guide to the 2014 Farm Bill
Conserva  on Programs in New Hampshire

Is this land your land? You need a conservation plan.

Program Priori  es 
in New Hampshire
• Water quality & conserva  on

• Sustainable forest management

• Soil quality & Integrated Pest
Management (IPM)

• Wildlife habitat enhancement

• Wetland restora  on

• Conserva  on easements

• Invasive species control

2014 Farm Bill 
Conserva  on Programs

Conserva  on Technical Assistance (CTA)

Agricultural Management Assistance (AMA)

Conserva  on Stewardship Program (CSP)

Environmental Quality Incen  ves Program (EQIP)

Agricultural Conserva  on Easement Program (ACEP)
         Agricultural Land Easements (ALE)
         Wetlands Reserve Easements (WRE)

Regional Conserva  on Partnership Program (RCPP)

 details inside...  New Hampshire Association                 
of Conservation Districts:

Belknap County Conservation District 
64 Court Street
Laconia, NH  03246
603-527-5580
www.belknapccd.org

Carroll County Conservation District
P.O. Box 533
Conway, NH  03818
603-447-2771

Cheshire County Conservation District
11 Industrial Park Dr.
Walpole, NH  03608
603-756-2988
www.cheshireconservation.org

Coos County Conservation District
4 Mayberry Lane
Lancaster, NH  03584
603-788-4651

Grafton County Conservation District
19 Archertown Rd., Suite 1
Orford, NH  03777
603-353-4651
www.graftonccd.org

Hillsborough County 
Conservation District
#468, Rte. 13 South, Milford, NH  03055
603-673-2409
www.hillsboroughccd.com

Merrimack County Conservation District
10 Ferry St., Suite 211
Concord, NH  03301
603-223-6023
www.merrimackccd.org

Rockingham County 
Conservation District
110 North Rd., Brentwood, NH  03833
603-679-2790
www.rockinghamccd.org

Straff ord County Conservation District
264 County Farm Rd., Dover, NH  03820
603-749-3037
www.straff ordccd.org

Sullivan County Conservation District
95 County Farm Rd.
Unity, NH  03743
603-542-4891
www.sullivancountynh.gov



Program Descrip  on Who is eligible?
What land is eligible?

Length and type 
of agreement

Financial incen  ves provided 
by USDA * Par  cipant obliga  ons What’s new?

      Conserva  on 
      Technical 
      Assistance (CTA)
      Conserva  on Planning

CTA provides conserva  on 
planning services to private and 
public individuals, groups and 
en   es.

Individuals, groups, en   es, and 
units of government who own and/
or manage land.

Coopera  ve 
agreement with 
local Conserva  on 
District

No payments are provided. Technical 
assistance is provided free of charge. 

Directly par  cipate in the 
planning process by providing 
informa  on and developing 
goals for farm or forest lands. 

N/A

      Agricultural  
      Management 
      Assistance (AMA)

AMA helps mi  gate risk through 
installing and maintaining 
conserva  on prac  ces on the 
farm.

Private landowners or operators 
who own or manage land that
produces crops or livestock where 
risk may be mi  gated through 
opera  on diversifi ca  on or change 
in resource conserva  on prac  ces.

13 month  to 
10-year contract

Par  al compensa  on for 
implemen  ng approved 
conserva  on prac  ces. $50,000 
payment limita  on per year.
Beginning, limited-resource, and 
socially disadvantaged farmers may 
be eligible for higher payment rates.

Install and maintain 
conserva  on prac  ces to 
NRCS standards.

New adjusted gross income (AGI) re-
quirements apply.  The AGI limita  on 
is now set at $900,000.

      Conserva  on 
      Stewardship Program 
      (CSP)

CSP encourages private 
land stewards to maintain 
and enhance conserva  on 
performance through addi  onal 
conserva  on ac  vi  es.

Private landowners or opera-
tors who own or manage private 
farmland or non-industrial private 
forestland with exis  ng conserva  on 
prac  ces.

5 year contract with 
possible renewal

Annual payments for maintaining, 
and compensa  on for enhancing, 
exis  ng conserva  on prac  ces.

Maintain or increase level of 
land stewardship.

Limita  on removed on the number 
of nonindustrial private forestland 
acres that can be enrolled in CSP, and 
increased fl exibility to enroll land com-
ing out of the Conserva  on Reserve 
Program.  Payments are limited to 
$200,000 between 2014 and 2018.

      Environmental 
      Quality Incen  ves 
      Program (EQIP)

EQIP helps promote farm 
and forest produc  on and 
environmental quality by 
installing and maintaining 
conserva  on prac  ces on 
private land.

Private landowners or operators 
who own or manage farmland, 
rangeland, pastureland or non-
industrial forest land.

Up to 10 years

Par  al compensa  on for the cost 
of implemen  ng conserva  on 
prac  ces.

Beginning, limited-resource, and 
socially disadvantaged farmers may 
be eligible for higher payment rates.

Install and maintain 
conserva  on prac  ces to 
NRCS standards.

The former Wildlife Habitat Incen  ve 
Program was folded into EQIP
Advance payment opportuni  es now 
exist for veteran agricultural producers
Advance payments for socially 
disadvantaged, beginning and limited 
resource farmers, Indian tribes and 
veterans were raised from 30 percent 
to 50 percen; payment limita  ons are 
set at $450,000 between 2014 and 
2018 with no ability to waive.

      Agricultural Land 
      Easements (ALE)  
      (Part of ACEP)

ALE works in partnership with 
Land trusts, local government 
units, and other non-profi ts  
to protect agricultural lands 
through the purchase of 
conserva  on easements.

Privately-owned farmland that 
has produc  ve agricultural use 
or historic or cultural resource 
signifi cance.

Permanent 
easement

NRCS contributes up to 50 percent 
of the easement purchase based on 
appraised fair market value.

Maintain or increase level 
of agricultural land use 
and/or preserve sites 
with documented historic 
signifi cance.

Where NRCS determines that 
grasslands of special environmental 
signifi cance will be protected, NRCS 
may contribute up to 75 percent of the 
fair market value of the agricultural 
land easement.

      Wetland Reserve 
      Easements (WRE)
      (Part of ACEP)

WRE helps landowners and 
operators restore and protect 
degraded and latered wetlands 
on privately owned lands.

Wetlands owned by private 
individuals, groups or en   es, 
where the func  ons and values have 
been degraded by the produc  on of 
food or fi ber some  me in its history.  
Wetland func  ons and values 
must be restorable and suitable for 
wildlife benefi ts. Publicly owned 
lands are not eligible.

Permanent 
easement 

One  me easement payment based 
on the lesser of:  the appraised fair 
market value, Geographic Area Rate 
Cap, or landowner off er.

Maintain or restore wetlands 
as agreed. If restora  on is 
needed, NRCS pays 100% 
of the cost for permanent 
easements; install and 
maintain restora  on prac  ces 
to NRCS standards.

NRCS pays between 75 to 100 percent 
of the restora  on costs.

     Regional Conserva  on
     Partnership Program
     (RCPP)

Promotes coordina  on between 
NRCS and its partners to deliver 
conserva  on assistance to 
producers and landowners.

Agricultural or silvicultural producer 
associa  ons, farmer coopera  ves or 
other groups of producers, state or 
local governments, American Indian 
tribes, municipal water treatment 
en   es, water and irriga  on 
districts, conserva  on-driven 
nongovernmental organiza  ons and 
ins  tu  ons of higher educa  on.

NRCS provides 
assistance to 
producers through 
partnership 
agreements 
and through 
program contracts 
or easement 
agreements.

Eligible producers and landowners of 
agricultural land and non-industrial 
private forestland may enter into 
conserva  on program contracts 
or easement agreements under 
the framework of a partnership 
agreement and under the terms of 
other fi nancial assistance programs.

Requirements of fi nancial 
assistance program used. 

RCPP combines the authori  es of four 
former conserva  on programs – the 
Agricultural Water Enhancement 
Program, the Chesapeake Bay 
Watershed Program, the Coopera  ve 
Conserva  on Partnership Ini  a  ve 
and the Great Lakes Basin Program.

Agricultural land: Cropland, grassland, pasture and other land on which 
agricultural and forest products or livestock are produced.

Conserva  on prac  ce: A structural, vegeta  ve or management measure to 
maintain or improve the condi  on, produc  vity, sustainability or usability of 
targeted resources. Examples include cover crops, nutrient management, 
manure storage facili  es and wildlife habitat improvement.

Contract: A binding agreement for the transfer of fi nancial and technical 
assistance from NRCS for the installa  on and maintenance of specifi c conser-
va  on prac  ces as scheduled and agreed to by NRCS and the par  cipant.

Easement: An interest in land defi ned in a deed, whereby the landowner 
conveys all development rights and interests while retaining rights of ownership 
and all reserved rights stated in the easement deed.

Limited-resource farmer: A farmer with limited fi nancial resources. 

Non-industrial forest land: Rural land that has exis  ng tree cover or is suitable 
for growing trees and is owned by any non-industrial private individual, group, 
associa  on, corpora  on, Indian tribe or other private legal en  ty that has 
defi ni  ve decision-making authority over the land.

Rental contract: A legal document that specifi es the obliga  ons and rights of the 
par  cipant, including annual rental payments to be provided to the par  cipant.

Resource Concern: Problem or opportunity with soil, water, air, plants or animal 
resources than can be addresed with conserva  on prac  ces.

Historically Underserved or beginner farmer: People who belong to racial or 
ethnic groups that have historically been subjected to prejudice or a farmer 
who has been farming fewer than 10 years.

FAQ
How do I begin working with NRCS?
Contact your local USDA/NRCS Field Offi  ce to speak with one of our conserva  on 
professionals. Contact informa  on is on the back page, or visit www.nh.nrcs.usda.gov. 

Who is eligible to apply for NRCS Programs?
Eligibility requirements vary slightly depending on the program. Our programs are 
generally directed towards producers on agricultural and forest lands. There are some 
excep  ons, so please contact your local USDA/NRCS Field Offi  ce. 

For most NRCS programs, you will need to complete several forms and meet 
addi  onal eligibility criteria. The following forms are available on our website or 
by calling an offi  ce:      

• Conserva  on Program Applica  on (CPA 1200)
• Member Informa  on Form (CCC-901a)
• Direct Deposit Sign-up Form (SF-1199A)
• Highly Erodible Land Conserva  on Cer  fi ca  on (AD-1026)
• Average Adjusted Gross Income (AGI) Form (CCC-941)

Are NRCS programs voluntary?
Par  cipa  on in all NRCS programs is completely voluntary; however, NRCS programs 
providing fi nancial assistance require compliance with the terms of a contract. 

If I enroll my land in an easement program, do I retain ownership? 
If you enroll your land under an easement or rental contract, you retain full owner-
ship of the land. Your par  cipa  on in the program will restrict some uses of the land 
during the terms of the agreement, but you maintain control of public access. 

The chart below describes the conserva  on programs authorized in the 2014 Farm Bill and available through NRCS in New Hampshire. These programs help reduce 
erosion, protect water quality in streams and rivers, restore and establish wildlife habitat, and improve air quality on our na  on’s lands. For more informa  on contact 
your local USDA Service Center (listed on the back page of this pamphlet) or visit us online at www.nh.nrcs.usda.gov.www.nh.nrcs.usda.gov.

     NRCS 2014 Farm Bill Programs in New Hampshire

Glossary

frequently asked ques  ons

* A current list of eligible conservation practices and payment rates is posted on our website: www.nh.nrcs.usda.gov.




