
Background 
Jerome Rodewald, an experienced bee keeper in rural River 
Falls, Wis., has been selling his “Rodewald Honey” for the past 
8 years. He currently raises a total of 75 hives, split into 
groups of 15, spread throughout his 195 acres from April to 
October.  The hives are then shipped to California for the win-
ter months to ensure winter survival. Jerome has had many 
acres of his land enrolled in the ConservaƟon Reserve Pro-
gram throughout the years, but was hoping to increase the 
quality and quanƟty of honey bee habitat on his farm.  

Highlights 
In 2014, Jerome learned of the U.S. Department of Agricul-
ture, Natural Resources ConservaƟon Service’s (NRCS) Honey 
Bee IniƟaƟve through the Environmental Quality IncenƟves 
Program (EQIP). AŌer working with Dana Swanson, soil con-
servaƟonist with the NRCS office in Ellsworth, he chose to 
plant a cool season mix of Ɵmothy, alfalfa, and alsike\white 
ladino\red clover on a total of 11.4 acres between the two 
properƟes he owns. Jerome completed his site preparaƟon in 
the fall of 2014 and spring of 2015 before using the Pierce 
County Land ConservaƟon Department’s no-Ɵll drill to seed 
his mix. Now that the planƟng is established, Jerome is dili-
gent about spot-mowing problem areas of thistle and wild 
parsnip patches to maintain beneficial cover.  

In addiƟon to increasing honey bee habitat on his own land, 
Jerome is acƟvely collaboraƟng with others to increase honey 
bee habitat elsewhere. In 2015, he made an agreement with 
his cropland renter to allow him to plant a pollinator mix in 20 
foot field borders along wooded cropland edges—a win-win 
for both him and the renter. In addiƟon, Jerome volunteered 
to plant a pollinator mix in road ditches redone in his town-
ship. In exchange, the township will wait to mow the ditches 
unƟl aŌer the legumes are done flowering.  Jerome also men-
tors neighbors and other fellow bee keepers through his in-
volvement in the St. Croix Valley Bee Keepers AssociaƟon, 
gives talks to school groups, and works with the University of 
Wisconsin‒River Falls to conduct research for new sources of 
honey bee forage.   

Jerome appreciates the financial assistance through EQIP to 
expand the pollinator habitat on his property. At the end of 
2015, Jerome saw the success of the added habitat as he stat-
ed, “In 2015, we harvested 3 tons of honey, our best honey 

harvest ever.” “Jerome’s parƟcipaƟon in the EQIP Honey Bee 
Program is a great example of how NRCS technical and financial 
assistance can be a win-win for the landowner and target  
resource concerns,” said Mark Biel, Pierce County District  
ConservaƟonist. 

Jerome stands in his pollinator habitat established with the technical 
and financial assistance of the NRCS-EQIP program. 

One of Jerome’s bee yards protected by solar-powered bear fence 
(and guard-dog truck). 
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