US D United States

=—== Department of
_ Agriculture

Lincoln County Success from the Field
Early Successional Habitat in Aspen Stands

Background

Jeff Anderson and his wife, Melody, dreamed of increasing
habitat opportunities for not only pollinators but also Ruffed
Grouse and American Woodcock (along with deer, turkeys,
and other wildlife) on their property “up north” in Lincoln
County, Wis. Jeff is a retired science teacher from Milwaukee
and a bee keeper. Jeff learned of the U.S. Department of Agri-
culture, Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS)
through general and Honey Bee Initiative program news re-
leases. Thus, the cooperation with NRCS began. Jeff owns an
80 acre parcel along the Prairie River. Approximately 40 acres
are Aspen, 9 acres are cropland, 2 acres are forest opening,
and the rest is a forested riparian buffer and corridor along
the river.

Program Successes

Conservation and habitat improvement are Jeff’s passion. He
enrolled 60 acres in the state Managed Forest Law Program
through the Wis. Department of Natural Resources. In 2007, a
regeneration harvest took place on the Aspen stand.

Jeff partnered with the NRCS, utilizing the Young Forest Initia-
tive (YFI) and Honey Bee Initiative programs. Through the YFI,
Jeff’'s dream became reality. Four acres of Aspen were
sheared during the winter of 2015—2016 to create more di-
versity, age classes, and early successional habitat in the As-
pen stand. “Woodcocks have already been observed this
spring doing their peenting dance in the sheared Aspen area,”
said Peggy Winter, NRCS District Conservationist. Future im-
provements on the property include converting the cropland
to pollinator habitat in 2017. With the help of assistance from
the Honey Bee Initiative, shrubs will be planted on the nine

acres of cropland to increase diversity and promote pollinator

Above—Aspen shearing on four acres to create early succes-

habitat for Jeff’s bees and other pollinating species.
sional habitat for Ruffed Grouse, American Woodcock, and

Jeff loves every bit of the habitat work and conservation tak- the Golden Winged Warbler.
ing place on his property. He plans to continue his conserva-

tion efforts and beekeeping. “When science teachers retire, Wisconsin
bees are enough,” explains Jeff. Natural
Resources

Conservation
\0’ Service
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