
(Le  to right) Before and a er photos. 

Background 
Ken Ruppert and Karin Condon, of Dodgeville, Wis., run  
50 cow-calf pairs on about 150 acres of managed pasture  
and oak savanna. They also farm 125 acres of row crops.    

Program Successes 
Local Natural Resources Conserva on Service field office staff 
began working with Karin and Ken in 2013. They were inter-
ested in improving pasture produc on through managed graz-
ing and brush management. Honeysuckle, prickly ash and 
mul flora rose were invading the oak savanna por ons of the 
pasture. In addi on to brush, they removed weed trees, such 
as cedars and box elders. 

Ken and Karin were awarded an EQIP contract in 2014 for 
managed grazing, fencing and brush management. Months 
earlier Karin had no ced an adver sement in the Iowa Farm 
News Paper for a Razor implement that could be used on the 
front of a skid steer to clean out fence lines. It looked like a 
great tool not just for fence lines, but hard to access pastures 
on the property. They drove to Iowa and picked up the Razor. 
“The use of the Razor for clearing the larger brush meant we 
could cut it at ground level or remove the brush and root sys-
tem for a clean result without leaving debris behind,” ob-
served Karin. The results were clear; the Razor was an excel-
lent tool for removing brush. The applica on of appropriate 
herbicide on re-sprouts were close to 100% effec ve.  Ken 
and Karin completed 11.2 acres of brush management in a 
couple months. “It was much easier to find new calves in the 
Spring without all the brush,” said Karin. 

A er the project was completed, Karin noted, "The EQIP pro-
gram gave us the incen ve to clear pastures by providing fi-
nancial compensa on and a deadline for comple on.” Karin 
and Ken were inspired and mo vated to con nue to work to 
improve the health of their pastures. They completed an addi-

onal 19.3 acres of brush management in 2015 and were  
awarded a third contract to con nue the work on more farm 
acres in 2016. 

 

Ken working hard at brush removal in an oak savanna. 

“The Razor” up close. 

Iowa County Success from the Field 
Beef Producers Use EQIP and a “Razor” to Improve Pastures 
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