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Major fieldwork for this soil survey was done in the period 1957-63. Soil names and descriptions were
d in 1965. Unless otherwise indicated, statements in this publication refer to conditions in the
county in 1963. This survey was made cooperatively by the Soil Conservation Service and the Oklahoma
Agricultural Experiment Station as part of the technical assistance furnished to the Western Kay
County and the Arkansas River-Kay County Soil and Water Conservation Districts.

HOW TO USE THIS SOIL SURVEY

HIS SOIL SURVEY of Kay County,

Okla., contains information that can be ap-
plied in managing farms, ranches, and wood-
lands; in selecting sites for roads, ponds, build-
ings, or other structures; and in appraising the
value of tracts of land for agriculture, industry,
or recreation.

Locating Soils

All the soils of Kay County are shown on the
detailed map at the back of this survey. This
map consists of many sheets that are made from
aerial photographs. Each sheet is numbered to
correspond with numbers shown on the Index to
Map Sheets.

On each sheet of the detailed map, soil areas
are outlined and are identified by symbol. All
areas marked with the same symbol are the same
kind of soil. The soil symbol is inside the area
if there is enough room; otherwise, it is outside
and a pointer shows where the symbol belongs.

Finding and Using Information

The “Guide to Mapping Units” can be used
to find information in the soil survey. This
guide lists all of the soils of the county in alpha-
betic order by map symbol. It shows the page
where each kind of soil is described, and also the
page for the capability unit and range site.

Individual colored maps showing the relative
suitability or limitations of soils for many spe-
cific purposes can be developed by using the soil
map and information in the text. Interpreta-
tions not included in the text can be developed
by grouping the soils according to their suitabil-
ity or limitations for a particular use. Trans-
lucent material can be used as an overlay over
the soil map and colored to show soils that have

the same limitation or suitability. For example,
soils that have a slight limitation for a given
use can be colored green, those with a moderate
limitation can be colored yellow, and those with
a severe limitation can be colored red.

Farmers and those who work with farmers
can learn about use and management of the soils
in the soil descriptions and in the discussions
of the capability units, range sites, and wood-
land suitability groups.

Foresters and others can refer to the section
“Management of Woodland for Windbreaks
and Post Lots,” where the soils of the county are
grouped according to their suitability for trees.

Game managers, sportsmen, and others con-
cerned with wildlife will find information about
soils and wildlife in the section “Wildlife and
Fish.”

Ranchers and others interested in range can
find, under “Management of Range,” groupings
of the soils according to their suitability for
range, and also the plants that grow on each
range site.

ngineers and builders will find under “Use
of Soils in Engineering” tables that give esti-
mates of engineering properties of the soils in
the county and that name soil features that
affect engineering practices and structures.

Scientists and others can read about how the
soils were formed and how they are classified
in ‘the section “How Soils Are Formed and
Classified.”

Students, teachers, and others will find infor-
mation about soils and their management in
various parts of the text.

Newcomers to Kay County may be especially
interested in the section “General Soil Map,”
where broad patterns of soils are described.
They may also be interested in the section “Gen-
eral Nature of the County,” which gives addi-
tional information about the county.
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An area of Waurika silt loam, west of
Ponca City.
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EXPLANATION
Series Year and Series Number

Series year and number were dropped from all soil surveys sent to the printer after December 31, 1965. Many
surveys, however, were then at such advanced stage of printing that it was not feasible to remove series year
and number. Consequently, the last issues bearing series year and number will be as follows:

Series 1957, No. 23, Las Vegas and Eldorado Valleys Series 1960, No. 31, Elbert County, Colo. (Eastern

Area, Nev. Part).
Series 1958, No. 34, Grand Traverse County, Mich. Series 1961, No. 42, Camden County, N.J.
Series 1959, No. 42, Judith Basin Area, Mont. Series 1962, No. 13, Chicot County, Ark.

Series 1963, No. 1, Tippah County, Miss.

Series numbers will be consecutive in each series year, up to and including the numbers shown in the foregoing
list. The soil survey for Tippah County, Miss., will be the last to have a series year and series number.

1I




SOIL SURVEY OF KAY COUNTY, OKLAHOMA

FIELDWORK BY JAMES R. CULVER, WILLIAM R. BAIN, AND BERYL G. BAGGETT, SOIL CONSERVATION SERVICE

REPORT BY JAMES R. CULVER

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE IN COOPERATION WITH THE OKLAHOMA AGRICULTURAL
EXPERIMENT STATION

AY COUNTY is on the northern border of Oklahoma

adjacent to Kansas (fig. 1). The county has a total
. area of 604,160 acres. Newkirk, the county seat, is in
the north-central part of the county.
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Figure 1.—Location of Kay County in Oklahoma.

About 84 percent of this dominantly agricultural county

is arable. The main enterprises are the growing of small
grains, mainly winter wheat, and the raising of livestock.
Crops are extensive in the central and western parts of
the county, range and pasture are dominant in the eastern
part.
The uplands in the central and western parts of the
county are generally nearly level or gently sloping. The
more sloping areas are near the natural dralnageways.
Nearly all soils of the uplands in this area are deep, and
many of them, such as the Tabler, Bethany, and Kirk-
land soils, have a clay subsoil. Norge and Vanoss soils
are more loamy, and Vernon and Owens are shallow over
clay or shale. In the eastern part of the county, the
landscape is more broken than that in the central and
western parts and limestone escarpments are prominent.
The soils are deep to very shallow and have the strong
granular structure that 1s characteristic of many soils
developed from limestone. The deep or moderately deep
Newtonia, Labette, and Summit soils occur with the very
shallow éogn soils. Pratt, Eufaula, and other sandy
soils on uplands are not extensive in this county.

Soils of the bottom lands make up about 22 percent of
the county. The wide bottom lands along the Salt Fork
Arkansas and the Chikaskia Rivers are well suited to
intensive farming. The principal soils on these bottom
lands are the Reinach, Port, Brewer, McLain, and

Yahola. The dark-colored Kaw soils are extensive along
small streams throughout the county. Dale, Flumbarger,
and Carr are dominant on the flood plains of the
Arkansas River.

General Soil Map

The general soil map at the back of this soil survey
shows the eight general soil areas, or soil associations, in
Kay County. In these general areas, the individual soils
are not shown. Each soil association is identified by a
different color and number and is named for its dominant
soils and its physiographic features.

A soil association is made up of soils that occur in a
characteristic and recurring pattern. This pattern is re-
lated to the kind of the parent materials and the relief,
or lay of the land. Although several soils generally
oceur in an association, the association is named for the
dominant soils.

The general soil map and the discussion of the soil
associations are intended only as general guides for those
desiring soil information. They will provide informa-
tion valuable. in comparing different parts of the county,
in locating large areas suitable for some particular type
of agriculture, in making an economic study, or in ob-
taining information for other broad uses of the soils.
The general soil map, however, shows only broad pat-
terns and relationships; it is not suitable for planning
the management of a farm or field. ‘

Of the eight soil associations in Kay County, two are
on bottom lands. The rest are on uplands. The two
associations on bottom lands are distinguished from each
other by the texture of their soils. More detailed infor-
mation about the individual soils in each association can
be obtained by studying the detailed soil map and by
reading the section “Descriptions of the Soils.”

1. Kaw-Brewer-Reinach-Lela Association

Deep, loamy to clayey soils

This soil association consists of the highly productive
bottom lands along the rivers and other large streams in
the county. Parts of the association are the nearly level
strips, 1 to 2 miles wide, along the Chikaskia River and
the Salt Fork Arkansas River. This association occupies
105,485 acres, or about 17 percent of the county.

The Kaw soils, which make up 23 percent of the
association, are on the flood plains of small streams
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2 SOIL SURVEY

throughout the county. These deep, granular soils
formed in recently deposited, dark-colored sediments.
The dark-colored Brewer soils are mainly along the
Chikaskia River on bottom lands that are seldom flooded.
They have a clay subsoil but are moderately well
drained.

The deep, friable Reinach soils formed in loamy sedi-
ments on high bottoms of the Chikaskia River and the
Salt Fork Arkansas River. Lela soils, which are in level
to depressional areas associated with the Brewer soils,
have a black, light clay surface layer and a subsoil of
massive clay that absorbs water very slowly. Lela soils
are the finest textured soils on bottom land in the county
and are difficult to farm. They are normally in large
areas, chiefly along Birds Nest Creek and on second bot-
toms along the Chikaskia River. About 14 percent of
the association is Brewer soils, 14 percent is Reinach
soils, and 13 percent is Lela soils.

Also in this association are the Port, McLain, Dale,
and Miller soils and Broken alluvial land. Port soils
make up a considerable part of the association, but the
other soils are minor. The Port soils are between the
loamy Reinach soils and the more clayey Brewer soils.
Port soils are deep and loamy but may have a layer of
clayey material in the subsoil. McLaln soils are along
the Salt Fork Arkansas River on bottom lands that are
seldom flooded. They have a dark reddish-brown clay
to clay loam subsoil. The Dale soils are in fairly high
positions along the Arkansas River and are seldom
flooded. The Miller soils, which lie in depressions, are
clayey, reddish brown, calcareous, and somewhat poorly
drained. Broken alluvial Jand occurs where the rivers
and smaller streams have cut out deep, wide channels.
It is used for pasture and habitat for wildlife.

The soils in this association are choice for farming.
Except for small, inaccessible areas along rivers and
smaller streams, all of this association 1s cultivated.
Crop yields on the loamy soils are excellent, but inade-
quate drainage reduces yields on the Lela clay. In this
association flooding damages crops only slightly, and
some areas, such as those south of Tonkawa, are never

flooded.

2. Yahola-Lincoln Association

Deep, sandy soils

This soil association consists of sandy, flooded soils on
bottom lands of the Arkansas River and the Salt Fork
Arkansas River. These bottom lands are generally
nearly level to slightly wavy, but there are a few scat-
tered dunes. This association occupies 28,155 acres, or
about 5 percent of the county.

The Yahola soils occur mainly on first bottoms of the
Salt Fork Arkansas River. They make up about 26 per-
cent, of the association. These soils are brown to reddish
brown and sandy. They formed in stratified, calcareous
loamy sand to fine sandy loam sediments of the Permian
redbeds. Yahola soils are occasionally flooded.

Lincoln soils consist of stratified, calcareous sandy
material. They occupy slightly wavy areas next to the
Arkansas River and are frequently flooded. These soils
formed in stratified recent alluvium and occupy about
5 percent of the association.

Also in this association are the Carr, Humbarger, and
Miller soils and Sand dunes, Lincoln material. The
Carr and Humbarger soils formed in sandy to loamy
stratified allavium and are subject to damaging floods.
Carr soils have a grayish-brown to brown, calcareous
fine sandy loam surface layer. They occupy low, occa-
sionally flooded areas near the channel of the Arkansas
River. Humbarger soils occur farther back from the
river and are more loamy than Carr soils. The reddish-
brown, clayey, somewhat poorly drained Miller soils
occur in small areas within the larger areas of Yahola
soils. Sand dunes, Lincoln material, which make up 9
percent of this association, are adjacent to the Yahola,
Carr, and Lincoln soils. These stabilized dunes rise 5 to
15 feet above the flood plains.

Most of the farms in this association are of the cash-
grain type or general farms on which some livestock is
raised. About 80 percent of the acreage is cropped to
small grains, sorghum, and alfalfa. Lincoln soils are
not well suited to cultivation, because they consist of
stratified sand and gravel and are subject to frequent
flooding. Where Lincoln and Yahola soils oceur between
Sand dunes, Lincoln material, much of their area is used
as grassland. Good pastures of bermudagrass have been
established in this association, and several areas have a
dense cover of johnsongrass.

Improvements on farms within this association are
few. TFew bridges cross the rivers in this association,
though there are good sand or gravel roads on both sides
of the rivers. The river channels in this association are
excellent for wildlife and recreation.

3. Kirkland-Tabler-Bethany Association

Deep, nearly level to moderately sloping soils that hawe
a dayey subsoil

This soil association, the most extensive in the county,
consists of a level to gently sloping, broad upland plain
(fig. 2) that is only slightly dissected. This plain is tree-
less, and because of its clayey subsoil, it is commonly called
hardlands. It has slopes of less than 1 percent in about
35 percent of the acreage, and it generally slopes gradually
to the south. This association is well distributed through-
out the central and western parts of the county. It occu-
pies about 226,550 acres, or cﬁout 38 percent of the county.

The Kirkland soils, which make up more than 50 per-
cent of this association, are on long, uniform, very gently
undulating, convex slopes, generally below the Tabler
and Bethany soils. They adjoin the Renfrow soils in the
southwestern part and in the north-central part of the
county along Spring Creek, where the soils are gently
sloping and eroded.

The Kirkland soils have a dark grayish-brown to
dark-brown, friable silt loam surface layer that is
slightly acid and 8 to 14 inches thick. The subsoil of
compact blocky clay absorbs water very slowly and is
underlain by dark-colored heavy clay or shale.

The Tabler soils make up approximately 21 percent of
this association. The larger areas of these soils are west
of Blackwell in the vicinity of Nardin, west of Ponca
City, northwest of Newkirk, and northeast of Braman.
Tabler soils are nearly level and have a dark surface
layer and a dense, claypan subsoil.
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Figure 2—Relationship of the soils' in the level to very gently sloping areas of soil association 3.
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The Bethany soils are nearly level and occur within
large areas of Tabler soils, or between the Tabler soils
and the more sloping Kirkland soils, which are along
streams. Bethany soils make up about 10 percent of this
association. In the vicinity of Newkirk, Bethany soils
are surrounded by the gently sloping Kirkland soils.
Bethany soils are deep and have a brown silt loam sur-
face layer underlain by a transitional layer of clay loam
about 7 inches thick. The surface layer and subsurface
layer are about 16 inches thick over a brown clay subsoil.
The Bethany soils are more permeable than the Kirkland
or Tabler soils.

Also in this association are Norge, Vanoss, Vernon,
Owens, Kaw, Waurika, and Renfrow soils. The Norge
and Vanoss soils are deep and have a permeable subsoil.
Vernon and Owens soils are shallow and clayey and
occur in the southwestern and north-central parts of the
county. The Kaw soils formed in alluvium along the
upper reaches of small streams. They are deep, dark
colored, permeable, and highly productive. The some-
what poorly drained, grayish Waurika soils occur in de-
pressions within the larger areas of Tabler soils. The
moderately eroded Renfrow soils are along small, V-
shaped drainageways, which begin in the level to very
gently sloping hardlands. In some places Renfrow
soils occupy gently convex slopes below the less sloping
Kirkland, Tabler, and Bethany soils. Renfrow soils are
deep and brown and have a very slowly permeable
subsoil.

About 80 percent of this association is cultivated.
Wheat, barley, oats, and alfalfa are the main crops, and
Austrian winter peas are grown as a soil-improving
crop. Winter wheat, barley, and other small grains fur-
nish considerable pasture during winter, but the pastures
normally are small, overgrazed, and weedy. Farm ponds
and reservoirs have been constructed in many of the
natural drainageways and provide water for livestock.
The chief problems of management are maintaining fer-
tility and good tilth and controlling erosion.

4. Shellabarger-Dougherty-Eufaula
Association

Deep, gently sloping or sloping, mostly loamy soils

This soil association consists of uplands that are
mostly loamy and occur along the flood plains of the
Arkansas River. It is in scattered areas in the eastern,
southern, and western parts of the county. This associ-
ation occupies 2 percent of the county, or 13,000 acres.

The Shellabarger soils occur on the uniform convex
slopes and make up 60 percent of this association. These
soils have a dark-colored fine sandy loam surface layer
that is 10 to 18 inches thick and is underlain by a brown
to reddish-brown sandy clay loam subsoil.

The Dougherty and Eufaula soils are intermingled
closely and are more hummocky than the Shellabarger
soils. They make up about 30 percent of the association.
In most places Dougherty and Eufaula soils are closer
to the river than Shellabarger soils, but they are adjacent
to the Shellabarger soils in areas farther back from the

river. They are the only soils in Kay County that
formed under a dense cover of blackjack and post oaks.
The Dougherty soils have a grayish-brown fine sandy
loam surface layer 5 inches thick, a pale-brown light fine
sandy loam subsurface layer 10 to 30 inches thick, and a
brown to yellowish-red sandy clay loam subsoil 10 to 20
inches thick. The Eufaula soils have a grayish-brown
fine sand surface layer 6 inches thick, a pale-brown fine
sand subsurface layer about 20 inches thick, and under-
lying material of light yellowish-brown fine sand.

Also in this association are the Carwile and Pratt
soils, which occur mainly in an area about 5 miles west
of Tonkawa. The Carwile and Pratt soils are inter-
mingled. They are less sloping than the Dougherty and
Eufaula soils. They developed in slightly acid and
medium acid, loamy to sandy, windblown deposits or old
alluvium. The Carwilesoils are somewhat poorly drained,
and the Pratt soils are excessively drained.

Most of this association is used for small grains and
sorghum, but the soils are well suited to tame pasture
and truck crops. The Shellabarger are the most pro-
ductive soils in this association, for the Dougherty and
Eufaula soils are infertile, droughty, and subject to.wind
erosion. Most of the acreage of Dougherty and Eufaula
soils has been cleared of trees and cultivated. The soils
in this association respond favorably to good manage-
ment. A cropping system is needed that protects the
soils from wind erosion and maintains or improves
fertility.

5. Norge-Vanoss Association

Deep, loamy, nearly level to strongly sloping soils

This soil association is made up of nearly level to
gently sloping high terraces and gently sloping to
sloping dissected uplands. The main areas are near
Tonkawa, but the association is well distributed throughout
the county, near the major streams and rivers. It makes
up 77,065 acres, or about 13 percent of the county.

The Norge soils occur mainly on the gentfy sloping
uplands within 2 miles of Chikaskia River and of local
streams west of Newkirk. They make up about 60 per-
cent of the association. They have a surface layer of
brown granular loam and a subsoil of reddish-brown
clay loam that absorbs water slowly but has high water-
holding capacity. The Vanoss soils are on high terraces
of the Arkansas River and the Salt Fork Arkansas
River and make up about 33 percent of the association.
They have a brown silt loam surface layer 12 to 26 inches
thick and a brown silty clay loam, permeable subsoil that
has high water-holding capacity. Both soils, the Norge
and the Vanoss, formed in alluvial material that is as
thick as 50 feet in some places, but the Norge soils are
older than the Vanoss.

Also in this association are the Bethany soils and the
Waurika soils. These are deep, dark-colored soils that
have a clayey subsoil.

The Norge and Vanoss soils are among the most pro-
ductive in the county. Almost all of the nearly level to
gently sloping areas of these soils are cultivated. Wheat
is the main cash crop, but all crops adapted to the area
are growil.
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6. Owens-Vernon Association

Shallow, sloping to steep, clayey soils underlain by
redbeds

This soil association consists of gently sloping to strongly
sloping soils on Permian redbeds in uplands where there
are many escarpments. The main areas are near the
flood plains of Bitter Creek; north of Eddy; and in the
southwestern part of the county. The areas bordering
Bitter Creek are mainly Owens soils, and the areas in
the southwestern part of the county are mainly Vernon
soils. This association occupies 12,845 acres, or about
2 percent of the county.

The Owens soils are on broken escarpments and in
areas where there are outcrops of olive and gray shale.
These soils have slopes of 8 to 12 percent and are dark
colored, shallow, and clayey. Owens soils comprise about
36 percent of the association. They absorb water slowly,
are droughty, and are highly susceptible to erosion.

The Vernon soils are gently sloping to strongly sloping
and, in the steeper areas, are on a landscape similar to that
of the Owens soils.. Vernon soils are shallow ; they formed
mostly in calcareous, reddish-brown eclay and shale.
Like the Owens soils, Vernon soils absorb water slowly
or very slowly, are droughty, and are highly susceptible
to erosion. Vernon soils make up about 33 percent of
the association.

Also in this association are the Summit soils and
Breaks-Alluvial land complex. The Summit soils make
up less than 25 percent of this association. They are
deep and have a dark-colored, granular surface layer of
silty clay loam to silty clay and a fine-textured subsoil.
Summit soils commenly occur on gentle slopes below the
more sloping Owens soils. Breaks-Alluvial land com-
plex, which makes up less than 1 percent of this associ-
ation, is in small natural drainageways that have broken
side slopes.

The major soils in this association are not well suited
to farming, for they are droughty and highly susceptible
to erosion. Improvements on most farms are few, and
the average-sized farm is less than 300 acres. More than
50 percent of the land is not suited to crops and is used
as native pasture. These pastures have a low carrying
capacity because they are weedy and the native grasses
are short. Grazing needs to be controlled to improve
the grasses and to reduce erosion.

7. Newtonia-Summit-Sogn Association

Deep and wery shallow, mearly level to sloping soils
underlain by limestone

This soil association, which is broken by a few steep
escarpments of limestone, is on nearly level to sloping
uplands in the Bluestem Hills. The larger of the two
main areas is southeast of Kildare. A smaller area occu-
pies a gently sloping divide between the Arkansas River
and Little Beaver Creek. This association makes up
56,950 acres, or 9 percent of the county.

-~ About 65 percent of the association is Newtonia soils, 15
percent is Summit, and 10 percent is Sogn. Deep New-
tonia and Summit soils make up about 80 percent of this
association. The Newtonia soils, which are dominant,
are nearly level to sloping and lie above the moderately

steep Sogn soils. Large areas of Newtonia soils occur
west of the Arkansas River and extend from the Kansas
State line to a point east of Ponca City. The Newtonia
soils are brown and have strong granular structure.

The Summit soils are dark-colored and have a granu-
lar surface layer over a clayey subsoil that absorbs water
slowly. These soils occur mainly on the broad, very
lg&enbly sloping to gently sloping divide between the

rkansas River and Little Beaver Creek.

Sogn soils are closely intermingled with the deeper
Summit soils in small broken or rough areas directly
below limestone caps. These areas include narrow,
sloping to moderately steep limestone escarpments. The
Sogn soils are very shallow, dark colored, and droughty.

Also in this association are small areas of deep or
moderately deep, granular Labette soils and of Breaks-
Alluvial land complex. Labette soils are on strong
colluvial slopes below the Sogn and Summit soils.
Breaks-Alluvial land complex includes natural drain-
ageways that drain the adjoining uplands and are used
as rangeland.

Nearly all of the many farms in this association pro-
duce both cultivated crops and livestock. About 60 per-
cent of this association is planted to small grains, mostly
winter wheat, and grain sorghum, and alfalfa; the rest
is in native pasture or meadow. Crop yields are favor-
able, but erosion is a hazard, especially in the more
sloping cultivated areas. The meadows produce a large
amount of high-quality hay in years of normal rainfall.
All of the acreage in intermingled Sogn and Summit
soils is in native pastures, and, where properly managed,
produces good grazing. Water for livestock is obtained
mainly from farm ponds. Sites along most drainage-
ways are suitable for constructing additional ponds.

Roads have been built along most section lines, and
nearly all county roads in this association are well
graveled or well sanded.

8. Sogn-Summit-Labette Association

Very shallow and deep, rolling soils and limestone
escarpments

This soil association is on very gently sloping to gently
sloping tablelands that are broken by moderately steep
escarpments of limestone and strong colluvial foot slopes.
The largest areas occur along Little Beaver and Beaver
Creeks in the eastern part of the county. The association
occupies 84,110 acres, or about 14 percent of the county,
and 1t includes grassland of the Bluestem Hills (fig. 3).
It consists of about 45 percent Sogn soils, 30 percent
Summit, and 10 percent Labette.

The soils in this association are very shallow and deep
and are underlain by various limestone formations. In
places streams have cut into the limestone to a depth of
50 to 150 feet and have formed canyons, as can be seen
in the area east and northeast of Washunga. Also, the
Arkansas River has carved a broad valley through this
association. Small mesalike outcrops of limestone at the
higher elevations are landmarks (see fig. 3). The high-
est elevations in the county are in this association; the
range is from 1,000 feet above sea level in the southern
part of the association to 1,300 feet in the northeastern
part.
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Figure 4—A view of the Sogn-Summit complex in association 8. The very shallow, exposed limestone areas are Sogn soils, and the
areas in native grasses are Summit soils.

In some places the Sogn and Summit soils (fig. 4) are
closely intermingled with each other and with limestone
outcrops. In most areas these outcrops are escarpments,
or moderately steep slope breaks, that wind around the
slopes at about the same elevation. The Sogn soils are very
shallow, are dark colored, and have developed in lime-
stone and calcareous shale.

The Summit soils are deep, dark colored, and fine
textured. They developed in residuum from interbedded
limestone and dark-colored shale. Summit soils occupy
the gentle colluvial slopes in the valleys and the very
gentle slopes above the escarpments of Sogn soils. Below
these escarpments on colluvial foot slopes are the Labette
soils. These soils are deep and granular.

Newtonia soils are also in this association. These very
gently sloping to gently sloping soils have a less clayey
subsoil than have the Summit and Labette soils.

This association is mainly in large ranches. About
90 percent of the acreage is used as native grass pasture,
and small grains and sorghum are grown as supple-
mental feed for livestock. The more shallow Sogn soils
produce only a small amount of forage, but if properly
managed, the deep Summit soils produce large amounts
of bluestem or other grasses. A small acreage of ex-

255-333—67.—2

cellent hay meadow also occurs in this association. Good
management of grazing and control of erosion are needed
throughout the association. Water for livestock is ob-
tained from ponds and from local streams that are fed
by springs. Sites suitable for ponds occur along many
drainageways.

Roads have not been built along many of the section
lines in this association, because the ranches are large
and the terrain is broken. The county roads that have
been built are well graveled or well sanded.

How This Survey Was Made

Soil scientists made this survey to learn what kinds of
soils are in Kay County, where they are located, and how
they can be used.

They went into the county knowing they likely would
find many soils they had already seen, and perhaps some
they had not. As they traveled over the county, they
observed steepness, length, and shape of slopes; size and
speed of streams; kinds of native plants or crops; kinds
of rock; and many facts about the soils. They dug many
holes to expose so1l profiles. A profile is the sequence of
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natural layers, or horizons, in a soil; it extends from the
surface down into material that has not been changed
much by leaching or by roots of plants.

The soil scientists made comparisons among the pro-
files they studied, and they compared these profiles with
those in counties nearby and in places more distant.
They classified and named the soils according to nation-
wide, uniform procedures. To use this soil survey effi-
ciently, it is necessary to know the kinds of groupings most
used in a local soil classification.

Soils that have profiles almost alike make up a soil
series. Ixcept for different texture in the surface layer,
all the soils of one series have major horizons that are
similar in thickness, arrangement, and other important
characteristics. Tach soil series is named for a town or
other geographic feature near the place where a soil of
that series was first observed and mapped. Kaw and
-Kirkland, for example, are the names of two soil series.
All the soils in the United States having the same series
name are essentially alike in those characteristics that go
with their behavior in the natural, untouched landscape.
Soils of one series can differ somewhat in texture of the
surface soil and in slope, stoniness, or some other charac-
teristic that affects use of the soils by man.

Many soil series contain soils that differ in texture of
their surface layer. According to such differences in
texture, separations called soil types are made. Within
a series, all the soils having a surface layer of the same
texture belong to one soil type. Kaw silt loam and Kaw
silty clay loam are two soil types in the Kaw series. The
difference in texture of theiwr surface layer is apparent
from their names.

Some types vary so much in slope, degree of erosion,
number and size of stones, or some other feature affect-
ing their use, that practical suggestions about their man-
agement could not be made if they were shown on the
soil map as one unit. Such soil types are divided into
phases. The name of a soil phase indicates a feature that
affects management. For example, Vanoss silt loam, 0
to 1 percent slopes, is one of four phases of Vanoss silt
loam, a soil type that ranges from nearly level to sloping.

After a guide for classifying and naming the soils had
been worked out, the soil scientists drew the boundaries
of the individual soils on aerial photographs. These
photographs show woodlands, buildings, field borders,
trees, and other details that greatly Twlp in drawing
boundaries accurately. The soil map in the back of this
soil survey was prepared from the aerial photographs.

The areas shown on a soil map are called mapping
units. On most maps detailed enough to be useful in
planning management of farms and fields, a mapping
unit is nearly equivalent to a soil type or a phase of a
soil type. It is not exactly equivalent, because it is not
practical to show on such a map all the small, scattered
bits of soil of some other kind that have been seen within
an area that is dominantly of a recognized soil type or
soil phase.

In preparing some detailed maps, the soil scientists
have a problem of delineating areas where different kinds
of soils are so intricately mixed, and so small in size that
it is not practical to show them separately on the map.
Therefore, they shew this mixture of soils as one map-
ping unit and call it a soil complex. Ordinarily, a soil
complex is named for the major kinds of soil in it, for

example, Sogn-Summit complex, 5 to 20 percent slopes.
Also, on most soil maps, areas are shown that are so
rocky, so shallow, or so frequently worked by wind and
water that they scarcely can be called soils. These areas
are shown on a soil map like other mapping units, but
they are given descriptive names, such as Broken alluvial
land or Oil-waste land, and are called land types rather
than soils.

While a soil survey is in progress, sasmples of soils are
taken, as needed, for laboratory measurements and for
engineering tests. Laboratory data from the same kinds
of soils in other places are assembled. Data on yields of
crops under defined practices are assembled from farm
records and from field or plot experiments on the same
kinds of soils. Yields under defined management are
estimated for all the soils.

But only part of a soil survey is done when the soils
have been named, described, and delineated on the map,
and the laboratory data and yield data have been
assembled. The mass of detailed Information then needs
to be organized in a way that it is readily useful to
different groups of readers, among them farmers,
ranchers, managers of woodland, engineers, and home-
owners. Grouping soils that are similar in suitability
for each specified use is the method of organization
commonly used in the soil survey. On basis of the
yield and practice tables and other data, the soil scien-
tists set up trial groups, and test these by further study
and by consultation with farmers, agronomists, engi-
neers, and others. The scientists then adjust the groups
according to the results of their studies and consultation.
Thus, the groups that are finally evolved reflect up-to-
date knowledge of the soils and their behavior under
present methods of use and management.

Descriptions of the Soils

‘This section describes the soil series and the single
soils, or mapping units, of Kay County. The acreage
and proportionate extent of each mapping unit are given
in table 1.

The procedure in this section is first to describe the
soil series and then the mapping units in the series.
Thus to get full information on any one mapping unit,
it is necessary to read the description of that unit and
also the description of the soil series to which it belongs.
As mentioned in the section “How This Survey Was
Made,” not all mapping units are members of a soil
series. For example, Broken alluvial land and QOil-waste
land are miscellaneous land types and do not belong to
a soil series; nevertheless, they, and the other land types
in the county, are listed in alphabetic order along with
the series.

Following the name of each mapping unit, there is a
symbol in parentheses. This symbol identifies the map-
ping unit on the detailed soil map. IListed at the end of
each description of a mapping unit are the capability
unit, range site, and the woodland suitability group in
which the mapping unit has been placed. The pages on
which each capability unit, each range site, and each
woodland suitability group are described can be found
by referring to the “Guide to Mapping Units” at the
back of this survey.



KAY COUNTY, OKLAHOMA 9

TaBLE 1.—Approzimate acreage and proportionate extent of the soils

Soil Acres Per- Soil Acres | Per-
cent cent

Bethany silt loam, 0 to 1 percent slopes.._.___._ 23, 180 3.8 || Norge loam, 3 to 5 percent slopes, eroded_____ .. 8, 460 1.4
Breaks-Alluvial land complex_ ... __________ ~| 11, 680 1.9 || Norge loam, 5 to 8 percent slopes_ - - ___________ 2, 455 .4
Brewer silty clay loam_ . ______________. 14, 780 2.5 || Norge loam, 5 to 8 percent slopes, eroded_ .. ____ 1, 360 .2
Broken alluvial land_ _______________________ ~.| 7,190 1.2 || Norge-Albion complex, 3 to 5 percent slopes_____ 1,115 .2
Carr fine sandy loam________________________.__ 5,610 1.0 || Oil-waste land_________ __ .. 1, 970 | .3
Carwile-Pratt complex, undulating..__._________ 2, 390 .4 || Owens clay, 3 to 12 percent slopes.... .. ___.____ 4, 410 7
Dale elay loam_. __ . .. 2, 960 .5 | Portsilt loam__ o __ . 9, 510 1.6
Dale silt loam_ . ... 1, 220 .2 {| Port soils, frequently flooded_____ ... ___.__._ 2, 475 w4
Dougherty-Eufaula complex, 0 to 3 percent slopes_ 870 .1 |i Pratt loamy fine sand, hummocky______________ 740 .1
Dougherty-Eufaula complex, 3 to 8 percent slopes_| 3, 350 .6 || Reinach loam, 0 to 1 percent slopes.__._._.____ 16, 830 2.8
Eroded elayey land____ . ____________________ 1, 560 .3 || Reinach loam, 3 to 8 percent slopes._.__________ 1, 530 .3
Eroded loamy land_ .. ____________ . _________. 630 .1 || Renfrow-Kirkland silt loams, 3 to 5 percent slopes-| 5, 810 1.0
Humbarger loam_ . ____ .. _ 2, 580 .4 || Sand dunes, Lincoln material . _ ____ . ________.___ 2, 840 )
Kawsilt loam.____ L ____.__ 5, 570 1.0 || Shellabarger fine sandy loam, 1 to 3 percent slopes_| 2, 010 .3
Kaw silty clay loam . _______._________________ 24, 200 4.0 || Shellabarger fine sandy loam, 3 to 5 percent slopes.| 3, 240 .5
Kirkland silt loam, 1 to 3 percent slopes_________ 94, 490 15.6 || Shellabarger fine sandy loam, 5 to 8 percent slopes. 610 .1
Kirkland-Renfrow complex, 2 to 5 percent slopes, Sogn soils, 1 to 3 percent slopes_ . ________ 3, 120 .5

eroded . - ool 41, 655 6.9 || Sogn-Summit complex, 5 to 20 percent slopes---_{ 51, 000 8.4
Labette clay loam, 5 to 8§ percent slopes._.___-_. 9, 730 1.6 || Summit silty clay loam, 1 to 3 percent slopes-_..| 5,210 .9
Labette-Slickspots complex, 3 to 5 percent Summit silty clay loam, 3 to 5 percent slopes._ .| 10, 430 1.7

slopes, eroded___ . ________________________ 1, 560 .3 |l Summit silty clay, 3 to 5 percent slopes, eroded__| 3, 825 .6
Lela elay_ . - 11, 360 1.9 || Tabler silt loam, 0 to 1 percent slopes_..__..____ 47, 200 7.8
Lela-Slickspots complex_______________________ 2,670 .4 || Vanoss silt loam, 0 to 1 percent slopes_..________ 9, 030 1.5
Lineoln soils. . . ____. 1, 015 .2 || Vanoss silt loam, 1 to 3 percent slopes_______.____ 10, 120 1.7
Loamy broken land___________________________ 1, 480 .2 || Vanoss silt loam, 3 to 5 percent slopes_.______.___ 2, 930 .5
MeLain silt loam___ . _____________.._ 2,170 .4 || Vanoss silt loam, 5 to 8 percent slopes._..____.___ 2, 600 .4
MeLain silty elay loam - .. ___________________ 2, 260 .4 || Vernon clay loam, 3 to 5 percent slopes_____.__.._ 2, 580 4
Miller elay o oo 1, 930 .3 {| Vernon soils, 5 to 12 percent slopes_ - ___________ 1, 820 .3
Newtonia silt loam, 0 to 1 percent slopes_ .. ... 1, 430 .2 || Waurika silt loam - __ .. 7, 000 1.2
Newtonia silt loam, 1 to 3 percent slopes______.__ 18, 960 3.1 il Yahola fine sandy loam_ ______________________ 6, 745 1.1
Newtonia silt loam, 3 to 5 percent slopes___.____ 25, 190 4.2 || Yahola loamy fine sand__ __ ... _._________ 995 .2
Newtonia clay loam, 3 to 5 percent slopes, eroded.| 8, 050 1.3 Rock quanry_ - oo ___. 460 .1
Norge loam, 0 to 1 percent slopes_.___________.__ 1, 950 .3 Rivers. oo e 7,170 1.2
Norge loam, 1 to 3 percent slopes_ . _.__________ 18, 760 3.1
Norge loam, 3 to 5 percent slopes_____._________ 14, 130 2.3 Total . . 604, 160 | 100.0

Soil scientists, engineers, students, and others who
want detailed descriptions of the soil series should turn
to the section “How Soils Are Formed and Classified.”
Many terms used in the soil descriptions and other sections
are defined in the Glossary and the “Soil Survey Manual”

(6)2

Albion Series

The Albion series consists of deep to moderately deep,
granular soils that developed in beds of unconsolidated
gravelly material. These soils occur with the Norge soils
in the sloping uplands on the lower part of uniform
slopes that grade to adjoining bottom lands.

The Albion soils have a few quartz pebbles on the sur-
face. The surface layer is brown sandy loam that has
granular structure, is friable when moist, and is about
8 inches thick. Between depths of 8 and 13 inches is
reddish-brown heavy fine sandy loam. The subsoil ex-
tends from a depth of 13 to 26 inches and consists of
reddish-brown sandy clay loam that has moderate,
medium, granular structure. Below 26 inches is
yellowish-red coarse sand and gravel that is loose when
moist or dry. The surface layer is medium acid, and
the subsoil and lower horizons are medium acid to
slightly acid.

1 Italic numbers in parentheses refer to Literature Cited, p. 85.

The Albion soils have medium to rapid internal drain-
age. They have medium to low natural fertility and
moderately low water-holding capacity. Water erosion
is a serious hazard in the more sloping areas.

The main crops on these soils are small grains and
grain sorghum. Yields are moderately low. Crops lack
sufficient moisture for good growth in areas where the
soils contain a large amount of grzwel. On these soils
the native vegetation consists of big bluestem, little blue-
stem, indiangrass, and switchgrass.

In this county the Albion soils are mapped only in a
complex with Norge soils.

Bethany Series

The Bethany series consists of deep, dark, productive
soils of the nearly level uplands in the central and west-
ern parts of the county. These soils are in smooth, well-
drained areas, where they developed from alkaline,
clayey and silty earths of the undissected old alluvial

lains.

P The surface layer is a dark grayish-brown to brown,
granular, friable silt loam 8 to 14 inches thick. It 1Is
medium acid and slightly acid. The subsurface layer 1s
about 6 inches thick and consists of brown, friable clay
loam that absorbs water well. The subsoil is at a depth
of about 16 inches and is brown, moderately compact,
and clayey. This clayey material is arranged in shiny
blocks (fig. 5) that have many clay films on their surface.
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Figure 5.—Profile of Bethany silt loam, 0 to 1 percent slopes,
showing blocky structure in the subsoil.

Below a depth of about 4 feet, the substratum is brown
silty clay loam that is mottled with shades of red and
gray.

> T3llle Bethany soils are well drained, have high natural
fertility, and are moderately easily penetrated by roots.
They absorb water in large amounts and store it for use
by plants. Although water soaks slowly into the clayey
subsoil, runoff is slowed by the nearly level relief.

Nearly all of the acreage of these soils is cultivated.
Winter wheat is the main crop, though all crops adapted
to the area are well suited. In native pasture the vege-
tation consists mainly of big bluestem, little bluestem,
indiangrass, and switchgrass.

Bethany silt loam, 0 to 1 percent slopes (BeA).—This
soil is on smooth upland divides throughout the central
and western parts of the county. The soil typically has
a silt loam surface layer that grades to a clayey subsoil
at about 16 inches. The larger areas are in the vicinity
of Newkirk. This soil occurs with the Tabler, Kirkland,
and Norge soils, generally at a higher elevation than
the Tabler and Kirkland soils.

produce favorable yields.

This deep, well-drained soil is easy to till. It has
moderate water-holding capacity, but it may be some-
what droughty during long dry periods. Because slopes
are nearly level, erosion is likely only in areas adjacent
to drainageways or steeper slopes.

This is one of the most productive soils in the county.
Much of it is cultivated to small grains, chiefly winter
wheat, but alfalfa, grain sorghum, and other crops also
Favorable yields can be ex-
pected year after year if fertility, tilth, and structure
are maintained. Among the practices that help to main-
tain tilth and the content of organic matter is growing
high residue crops and legumes in the cropping system.
About 7 percent of this soil is in meadow or native pas-
ture. (Capability unit I-2; Loamy Prairie range site;
woodland suitability group 2)

Breaks-Alluvial Land Complex

Breaks-Alluvial land complex (Bk) consists of land types
in the prairie uplands at the bottoms and on the sides of
small natural drainageways that flow into local streams.
These drainageways are long. They are 100 to 300 feet
wide and as much as 20 feet deep. The slopes at the bot-
toms of the drainageways generally do not exceed 2 to 3
percent, but the side slopes and escarpments average about
10 percent and are steep in places. The narrow bottoms
are frequently flooded and contain dark-colored, loamy
recent alluvium. In contrast, the side slopes, or breaks,
consist of loamy and clayey materials that range from clay
loam to clay. In some places the channel has cut through
t%mlalluvirum and has exposed the underlying clay and
shale.

Because slopes are strong, runoff is rapid, and flash
floods are frequent, this mapping unit is susceptible to
severe erosion and 1is not suitable for cultivation. Nearly
all of it is used for pasture. The native vegetation con-
sists of mixed tall and short grasses and a few scattered
elm and cottonwood trees on the flooded bottom lands.
The yield of forage is fair to good where this land is
well managed. (Capability unit VIe-4; Breaks in the
Loamy Prairie range site, and Alluvial land in the
Loamy Bottom-land range site; woodland suitability
group 2)

Brewer Series

The Brewer series consists of deep, dark-colored,
slowly permeable soils on bottom lands, mainly along the
Chikaskia River. These soils are on high benches, nor-
mally not close to the river channel. They formed in
moderately fine textured, calcareous old alluvium that
was laid down very slowly.

The Brewer soils have a grayish-brown silty clay loam
surface layer that is about 8 inches thick and has mod-
erate, medium, granular structure. The subsoil of dark-
gray clay extends to a depth of 34 inches and has miod-
erate, medium to coarse, blocky structure. When moist,
many of the blocks in the subsoil have a dull shine on
their surfaces. This shine is from clay skins that are
characteristic of old soils that have clearly expressed
horizons. The lower part of the subsoil is more silty
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than the upper part, and its structure is less blocky and
more massive as depth increases. Small, black, shotlike
concretions are in this lower part of the subsoil. The
substratum is at a depth of about 34 inches and consists
of dark yellowish-brown heavy silty clay loam that has
fine faint mottles of yellowish brown and dark grayish
brown. In the slightly lower areas of these soils, the
substratum 1s more grayish than it is in higher areas and
contains more clay. The surface layer is medium acid
to slightly acid, and the lower subsoil is alkaline,

Brewer soils are high in natural fertility. Although
runoff and internal drainage are slow, drainage gener-
ally is adequate for excellent crop yields. These soils
are deep enough to allow good storage of moisture and
growth of roots. Also, the clayey subsoil holds water
well and in years of normal rainfall furnishes ample
moisture for crops. No injurious salts are present. In
some areas, these soils are subject to floods about once in
5 tol 10 years, but crops are damaged only slightly, if
at all.

These soils are largely in cultivation, though tillage is
moderately difficult.  Yields of small grains, sorghum,
and alfalfa are favorable. In native pastures the princi-
pal vegetation is tall grasses, mainly big bluestem,
switchgrass, and indiangrass.

Brewer silty clay loam (0 to 1 percent slopes) {Bm).—
This deep, dark-colored soil is on high benches. At
about 8 inches is a very slowly permeable dark-gra
clayey, subsoil. Included in areas mapped as this soil
are areas of Lela clay in small depressions and areas of
Kaw silty clay loam near the stream channels, Together
these inclusions malke up less than 7 percent of the map-
ping unit.

This nearly level soil is well suited to crops, but it is
low and concave in a few areas and, during wet years,
ditching may be needed to remove excess water. Erosion
is not a hazard. (Capability unit I-1; Heavy Bottom-
land range site; woodland suitability group 1)

Broken Alluvial Land

Broken alluvial land (Br) occurs in narrow belts along
streams and consists of alluvial sediments in broken and
steep areas throughout the county. The slopes range from
0 to 15 percent or more. In width the areas range from
about 100 feet in the narrowest areas to as much as 500 feet
where the stream meanders or where old oxbows occur.
Broken alluvial land has a gradual slope downstream.

The soil materials in this mapping unit are loamy,
dark colored, and noncalcareous to mildly calcareous.
They are similar to the material in Yahola, Port, Kaw,
and other associated soils. Fresh deposits of alluvium
are added to the surface each time this land is flooded.

The native vegetation is that generally found in the
county in bottom-land forest. Cottonwood, elm, some
oaks, and pecan occur, and there is a mixed undergrowth
of shrubs and tall grasses. This land is an excellent
habitat for wildlife and is used mainly for that purpose.
Where it adjoins larger areas of grass or wheat pasture,
however, it is used as range. (Capability unit Vw-1;
Loamy Bottom-land range site; woodland suitability
group 2)

Carr Series

The Carr series consists of deep, dark-colored, loamy
soils along the Arkansas River on bottom lands that are
flooded at varying intervals. These soils developed in
sandy to loamy, brownish, calcareous sediments that con-
tain a large amount of weatherable minerals.

The surface layer is grayish-brown, granular fine
sandy loam about 15 inches thick. The subsoil is similar
to the surface layer but is weakly stratified with loamy
sand to light loam. It is very friable when moist. Be-
low a depth of 34 inches, the fine sandy loam is lighter
in color, and is massive or single grained, and in Iiaces
is more sandy than fine sandy loam. Stratified fine sand
to light clay loam is common in this lower horizon.
These soils are calcareous to noncalcareous to a depth
of about 36 inches and are calcareous below that depth.

Carr soils are well drained and moderately well
drained. Runoff is slow because the soils are nearly level
and have moderately rapid permeability in the subsoil.
If rainfall in the upper basin of the Arkansas River is
intense, damaging floods may occur. These soils are
porous, permeable to air and water, and moderate in
natural fertility. They are slightly susceptible to wind
erosion. Response to management is good.

About 80 percent of the acreage of these soils is used
for small grains and sorghum. Also grown are alfalfa
and bermudagrass The bermudagrass is well suited.
The vegetation in native pasture consists mostly of
switchgrass and bluestem grasses, but many areas are
densely covered with johnsongrass,

Carr fine sandy loam (0 to 1 percent slopes) (Ca)—
This soil has a deep, dark, stratiﬁeg fine sandy loam pro-
file. In places the texture of the surface layer varies
from flood to flood as sandy to clayey sediments are de-
posited. The darker, finer textured material generally
is in the slightly lower areas between slightly higher
areas that are ligﬂter colored and more sandy. Less than
5 percent of the areas mapped is Humbarger loam.

This friable soil is easy to work. Yields of crops are
good, but occasionally floods may delay planting or
drown crops. All crop residue should be kept in or on
this soil to reduce wind erosion. This soil is suitable for
irrigation, but only a few areas are irrigated. Because
water is absorbed rapidly, sprinkling is the best way to
irrigate. (Capability unit ITw-8; Loamy Bottom-land
range site; wotodlandy suitability group 1)

Carwile Series

The Carwile series consists of deep, nearly level to
depressional, loamy soils on uplands, mostly in a small
area west of Tonkawa. These soils have a mottled sandy
clay loam to clay subsoil. They formed in alluvial sand
and clay that have been reworked by wind and are
underlain by clay and shale of Permian age.

The surface layer is dark grayish-brown, granular
fine sandy loam about 7 inches thick. The subsurface
layer, 4 to 14 inches thick, is dark yellowish-brown light
sandy clay loam. At a depth of about 20 inches is a
subsoil of very slowly permeable clay that is grayish
brown mottled with dark yellowish brown. The subsoil
has blocky structure or is massive. Below a depth of 28
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inches is light brownish-gray, massive clay that is mot-
tled with shades of brown and gray and contains many
concretions of iron oxide. These soils are strongly acid
in the surface layer, but acidity decreases as depth -
creases, and the subsoil is neutral. These soils are cal-
careous below a depth of 28 inches.

Carwile soils are somewhat poorly drained. Runoff
is slow to very slow, and water commonly ponds on the
surface for a few days during rainy perlods. Water
erosion is generally not a hazard, but wind erosion is.
These soils are moderately high in plant nutrients.

Most of the acreage of Carwile soils is cultivated,
generally to small grains and sorghum. Crop yields are
Tavorable, except in the small depressions where water
stands for extended periods. Native pastures are main-
ly in switchgrass, big bluestem, and little bluestem. In
this county éarwﬂe soils are mapped only as a complex
with Pratt soils.

Carwile-Pratt complex, undulating (CuB).—This com-
plex consists of Carwile soils and Pratt soils that occur
in such an intricate pattern that it was not practical to
show them separately on the soil map. Slopes mainly
range from 0 to 3 percent. Carwile soils make up 35 to
70 percent of the complex, and Pratt soils make up 20
to 60 percent. The Carwile soils are level to slightly
depressional and are somewhat poorly drained. The
Pratt soils are very gently sloping and well drained.
They are slightly higher and more sandy than the Car-
wile soils.

The surface layer of the Carwile soils ranges from
light fine sandy loam to clay loam. The Pratt soils have
a surface layer of loamy fine sand. A profile typical of
the Pratt soils is described for the Pratt series.

The soils of this complex are moderately difficult to
farm. The more clayey areas of Carwile soils require
much more power for plowing than do areas of Pratt
soils. Also, water sometimes ponds on Carwile soils and
drowns crops. The Pratt soils, however, are more sus-
ceptible to erosion than the Carwile soils. Crops grown
on both the Carwile and the Pratt soils respond favor-
ably to good management, and yields vary with the level
of management. (Capability unit ITw-1; Carwile soils
in the Sandy Prairie range site, and Pratt soils in the
Deep Sand range site; woodland suitability group 2)

Dale Series

The Dale series consists of deep, dark-colored, loamy
soils on low terraces along the Arkansas River. These
soils are not extensive in this county. They are young
soils that formed in brownish, loamy alluvium containing
a relatively large amount of plant nutrients.

The surface layer is generally dark grayish-brown
clay loam that averages 17 inches in thickness but ranges
from 15 to 25 inches. This layer is friable when moist
and has moderate, medium or fine, granular structure.
The subsoil is dark-brown clay loam that is 17 to 23
inches thick and has strong, medium, granular structure.
It is friable when moist, is hard when dry, and crushes
to a slightly more brownish color. The substratum, to a
depth of 4 feet or more, is brown, noncalcareous mate-
rial that contains less clay than the subsoil. In some
places stratified clayey and sandier material occurs in

the substratum. The surface layer is slightly acid, and
the subsoil is slightly acid to neutral.

Dale soils are permeable and have high water-holding
capacity. They are easily worked and are no more than
slightly susceptible to erosion. Runoff is slow to medium.
These soils are moderately rich in content of organic
matter and plant nutrients. They are flooded only about
once in 5 to 10 years.

Almost all of the acreage of these soils is cultivated.
Favorable yields of all crops commonly grown in the
county are produced. The main cash crops are wheat
and alfalfa. Much of the small acreage of corn grown
in this county is produced on these soils. Crops respond
well to good management. In native pasture or meadow
the vegetation is mainly big bluestem, little bluestem,
switchgrass, indiangrass, and other tall grasses,

Dale clay loam (0 to 1 percent slopes) {Dc).—This soil
has a profile similar to the one described for the series.
The areas are fairly broad and uniform. Included in
mapping are areas of Dale silt loam in slightly high posi-
tions and of Brewer silty clay loam in slight depressions
that are less well drained. Together the included areas
make up less than 8 percent of the areas mapped as Dale
clay loam.

This well-drained soil has high water-holding capacity
and is easy to till. It is seldom flooded, and erosion is
not more than slight.

This is one of the more productive soils in the county,
and almost all of it is cultivated. It is well suited to
intensive cropping and commonly produces favorable
vields. The main crops are small grains, alfalfa, and
corn. Fertility and tilth are easily maintained if good
management is practiced. Good management includes
use of all crop residue, minimum and timely tillage,
and use of legumes. (Capability unit I-1; Loamy Bot-
tom-land range site; woodland suitability group 1)

Dale silt loam (0 to 1 percent slopes) (Ds).—This soil is
not extensive in the county. It is within larger, slightly
higher areas of Dale clay loam and is normally flooded
after that soil is flooded. Included in areas mapped as
this soil are small spots that have a very fine sandy
loam surface layer.

Dale silt loam has a dark-gray surface layer that has
medium or fine granular structure. The sugsoil is very
dark grayish-brown clay loam that is friable when moist
and contains many worm casts. The substratum is dark
yellowish-brown silt loam that is slightly more sandy as
depth increases.

All of this soil is cultivated. In places wind erosion is
a slight hazard, but the hazard is only seasonal and can
be met by timely tillage and by using crop residue.
(Capability unit I-1; Loamy Bottom-land range site;
woodland suitability group 1)

Dougherty Series

‘In the Dougherty series are grayish-brown, moder-
ately coarse textured soils that occur on undulating to
hummocky old stream terraces along the Arkansas River.
The most extensive area is east of the Arkansas River
and extends as a narrow belt from Newkirk Lake to a
point northwest of Washunga. These soils developed
under oak and blackjack forest in deep deposits of loamy
sand and light sandy loam,
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Figure 6.—Profile of a Dougherty fine sandy loam showing the
light-colored, leached horizons that are about 10 inches thick.

The surface layer is grayish-brown fine sandy loam 5
inches thick. It has very weak, fine, granular structure
and is very friable when moist. The pale-brown sub-
surface layer (fig. 6) of light fine sandy loam is 10 to 30
inches thick. It is massive or single grained. Below a
depth of 22 inches is a subsoil of brown to yellowish-red
sandy clay loam 10 to 20 inches thick. At a depth of
about 32 inches is strong-brown to yellowish-red loamy
fine sand that is massive or single grained, is loose when
moist or dry, and is freely permeable. These soils are
medium acid to slightly acid throughout the profile.

Drainage is good in these soils, runoff is rapid, and
internal gminage is medium. These soils absorb water
readily but hold only a moderate amount available for
crops. Fertility is moderately low, partly because the
light-textured subsurface layer contains only a small
amount of nutrients needed by plants. In cultivated
fields these soils are subject to moderate or severe wind
erosion.

About 70 percent of the acreage of these soils has been
cleared and is cultivated mostly to small grains. Vetch
and rye are grown for temporary pasture in some areas.
The permanent pastures have a cover of blackjack oak,
post oak, and other scrub oaks and an understory of

native grasses and legumes. In a few, small, open areas
the native grasses are excellent. In this county the
Dglugherty soils occur only in complexes with Eufaula
soils.

Dougherty-Eufaula complex, 0 to 3 percent slopes
(DxB}.—This mapping unit occupies undulating old stream
terraces within a few miles of the Arkansas River. It
consists of Dougherty and Eufaula soils that are inter-
mingled in such an intricate pattern that it was not
practical to show them separately on the soil map. It
occurs with the more sloping, hummocky Dougherty-
Eufaula complex and with Shellabarger fine sandy loam.
The Dougherty soils make up about 55 percent of this
complex, and Fufaula soils make up most of the rest.
Less than 10 percent of this mapping unit consists of
Shellabarger and Carwile soils.

The profiles of the Dougherty and the Eufaula soils
are similar to those described for their respective series,
but in some areas the surface layer is darker and thicker
than normal. In a few wind-eroded spots the surface
layer is thinner than normal. :

Most of this complex is cultivated. Crop yields are
slightly higher than those on Dougherty-Eufaula com-
plex, 3 to 8 percent slopes. Because the Dougherty soils
store more moisture, they are more productive than the
Eufaula soils, The soils in this complex are suited to
tame pasture and truck crops. Crops respond readily to
the use of fertilizer or legumes. Areas in native pasture
provide moderate amounts of grazing. (Capability unit
IITe-5; Deep Sand Savannah range site; woodland suit-
ability group 2)

Dougherty-Eufaula complex, 3 to 8 percent slopes
(DxC).—Many areas of this complex consist of low narrow
ridges or dunes alternated with gently sloping valleys
only a few yards wide. Other areas are on strong slopes
between bottom lands of the Arkansas River and high
terraces. Although the slopes are dominantly between 3
to 8 percent, they average about 5 percent and are as
much as 10 percent in some places. The Dougherty soils
make up about 55 percent of this complex, and Eufaula
soils make up most of the rest. The Dougherty and
Eufaula soils have profiles similar to the ones described
for their respective series.

These soils are subject to wind erosion unless they are
protected by vegetation. In some cultivated fields wind
erosion has removed much of the surface layer. On some
eroded knobs the sandy clay loam subsoil of the Dough-
erty soils is exposed.

Nearly all of the acreage of these soils was once cov-
ered with trees, but most areas have been cleared and
cultivated. Small grains are the main crops. (Capa-
bility unit IVe—6; Deep Sand Savannah range site;
woodland suitability group 2)

Eroded Clayey Land

Eroded clayey land (2 to 8 percent slopes) (Es} consists
of eroded clayey 'soils that have been severely eroded b
water and are no longer suitable for cultivation. It
occurs within areas of Kirkland, Renfrow, and Vernon
soils in the central and western parts of the county and
within areas of Labette and Summit soils in the eastern
part. Most areas are around the heads of natural drains
where water concentrates.
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Sheet and gully erosion have reached an advanced
stage on this land. In many places the gullies are 2
to 5 feet deep and 10 to 15 feet wide. In some areas
between the gullies, the soil is only slightly eroded and
has a surface layer as much as 6 to 8 inches thick. In
these gullies the surface lafrer is clay subsoil material or
underlying material. Slickspots are numerous.

This land type makes up only a small part of the
county. Most areas are idle and are sparsely covered
with undesirable grasses, but many of the areas could be
seeded to suttable native %rwsses. Even under improved
management, however, a long time is required to bring
this land into production. (Capability unit VIe-1;
Eroded Clay range site; woodland suitability group 4)

Eroded Loamy Land

Eroded loamy land (2 to 8 percent slopes) (Et) consists
of loamy uplands that are so severely eroded and gullied
that they are no longer usable as cropland. Most areas
have slopes greater than 5 percent. This land generally
occurs around the heads of drainageways within areas
of Norge and Shellabarger soils and of Dougherty-Euf-
aula complexes. Areas are commonly 1 to 5 acres in
size, and the total acreage in the county is small.

In some places this mapping unit has lost all of its
surface layer, but in other places erosion is only slight.
Gullies 10 feet deep are common.

Most areas of this mapping unit are abandoned crop-
land that has a fair cover of native grasses between the
gullies. At a great cost some of these areas could be
reclaimed and used for bermudagrass pasture. (Capa-
bility unit VIe-2; Loamy Prairie range site; woodland
suitability group 4)

Eufaula Series

The Eufaula series consists of deep, light-colored, loose
sands that are moderately low in fertiﬁty. These soils
occur near the Arkansas River on undulating to hum-
mocky old high stream terraces. They developed under
a scrub oak forest in thick beds of sandy alluvium or of
wind-laid deposits.

The surface layer is grayish-brown fine sand 6 inches
thick. It has weak granular structure and is loose when
dry. The subsurface layer is about 20 inches thick and
consists of bleached pale-brown, single-grain fine sand.
This layer is very low in plant nutrients. Below a depth
of 26 inches is light yellowish-brown fine sand that takes
water rapidly but holds little of it available for plants.
The surface layer is strongly acid, and the lower layers
are medium acid.

These soils are low in fertility. Runoff is mone to
slight because water is absorbed rapidly. These sandy
solls, however, hold only a small amount of moisture for
the use of plants, and even in short dry periods they
are droughty. Wind erosion is a serious hazard. In the
more sloping areas adjacent to drainageways, these soils
are slightly susceptible to water erosion. Gullying is
slow to begin, but once it has started, there is no hard
layer to resist it.

Most of the acreage of Eufaula soils is cultivated, but
yields of crops are low. The main crops are small grains,
Crops on these soils respond readily to the use of legumes

and to additions of fertilizer. Blackjack oak, post oak,
and an undergrowth of grasses and scrubs make up the
vegetation in native pastures.

In this county Eufaula soils are mapped only in com-
plexes with Dougherty soils.

Humbarger Series

The Humbarger series consists of well-drained, fertile
soils along the Arkansas River on nearly level flood
plains that are 10 to 20 feet above the river channel.
Humbarger soils occur as long, narrow strips within
areas of Carr soils near the river. They also occur in
larger, more uniform areas near the adjoining uplands,
away from the river. These soils developed in brown,
calcareous, loamy alluvium,

The surface layer is grayish-brown loam that is about
14 inches thick and has moderate, medium, .granular
structure. It is very friable when moist and slightly
hard when dry. This layer grades to a dark grayish-
brown silt loam subsoil 10 to 30 inches thick., The sub-
soil is friable when moist and has weak subangular
blocky structure. Below a depth of about 30 inches is
brown silt loam that is weakly stratified with clay loam
and fine sandy loam. Some stratification with slightly
more sandy or clayey material is common in all horizons.
These soils are generally calcareous throughout. In some
areas, however, they are mildly alkaline but noncal-
careous to a depth of about 86 inches.

These soils are easily worked and are high in natural
fertility. They absorb and hold large quantities of water
that can be used by plants. The water table remains
below a depth of 6 feet except for short periods during
and immediately after floods. Flooding can be expected
at intervals of 1 to 5 years.

Most of the acreage of these soils is cultivated to small
grains, alfalfa, grain sorghum, and some corn. Crop
yields are generally favorable. The native vegetation
consists of trees and scattered tall grasses.

Humbarger loam 30 to 1 percent slopes) (Hu).—This
soil oceurs on the flood plain of the Arkansas River. It
has a profile similar to the one described for the series.
Included in areas mapped as this soil are long, narrow,
more clayey areas that are less well drained than Hum-
barger loam and are near the adjoining upland. Small
areas of Carr fine sandy loam are also included,

Humbarger loam is well suited to all crops commonly
grown in the county, but occasionally a crop is destroyed
by a flood. Johnsongrass invades cultivated fields,
especially those in row crops. Soil erosion is not likely,
but some scouring of the surface soil can be expected
when the Arkansas River overflows. Also, these floods
leave fresh deposits of loamy soil material in places.
(Capability unit IIw-2; Loamy Bottom-land range site;
woodland suitability group 1)

Kaw Series

The Xaw series consists of nearly level, fertile, dark-
colored, loamy soils on the flood plains (fig. 7) of Bitter,
Duck, Bois d’Arc, and Beaver Creeks, and other local
creeks. The width of the flood plains ranges from a few
hundred feet at the upper reaches of the streams to a half
mile at the lower reaches. These soils developed in alka-
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Figure 7—A profile of Kaw silty clay loam showing a deep, dark-
colored surface layer and a m;)dﬂrate]y permeable, friable
subsoil.

line to slightly acid, silty alluvium that washed from up-
land areas of Tabler, I(irkland, Renfrow, Summit, and
Newtonia soils.

The surface layer of Kaw soils is a very dark gray silt
loam or silty clay loam about 24 inches thick. This layer
is friable and has granular structure. It grades gradu-
ally to a slightly lighter colored subsoil that is weakly
stratified in places, but that is otherwise much like the
surface layer. Below a depth of 36 inches is brown,
granular silty clay loam that is permeable to water. The
surface layer is slightly acid to neutral, and the subsoil
is slightly acid to mildly alkaline.

After heavy rains the Kaw soils are subject to occa-
sional flooding, but the excess water runs off readily when
the creeks return to their normal level. The soils have
high water-holding capacity and are permeable to air
and water.

Nearly all of the acreage of the I{aw soils is cultivated.
Yields of small grains, alfalfa, and grain sorghum, the
common crops, are favorable. Practices that control ero-
sion and maintain productivity can be carried out more

asily on these soils than on most of the other soils in
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the county. A good cover of bluestem grows in native
pasture or meadow.

Kaw silt loam (0 to 1 percent slopes) (Ka).—This soil
lies on level flood plains of local streams, commonly at
the upper reaches where the flood plains are narrow.
%ncluded in mapping were small areas of Kaw silty clay
oam.

The surface layer of Kaw silt loam is dark grayish
brown about 7 to 12 inches thick. The subsoil consists of
about 20 inches of silt loam and grades to the substratum
of brown, friable silt loam,

This soil is generally in excellent tilth. Tilling and
establishing good stands of crops are easy. The main
limitation 1s flooding for short periods during intense
rains, but normally there is only slight, if any, crop
damage.

This soil is prized for farming in Kay County. All
of the acreage is cultivated except the narrow bottom
lands at the extreme upper reaches of the streams. Here
the stream channel meanders and cuts small, irregular
patches. These strips and patches are not well suited
as cropland, but they provide excellent native grass or
bermudagrass pasture. (Capability unit TIw-2; Loamy
Bottom-land range site; woodland suitability group 1)

Kaw silty clay loam (0 to 1 percent slopes) (Kc).—This
extensive soil occurs on flood plains of streams that drain
into the rivers of the county. Some of the narrow,
meandering streams within areas of this soil are not
shown on the soil map. Included in areas mapped as this
soil are small areas of Lela clay in low depressions and
small areas of Kaw silt loam.

The surface layer of Kaw silty clay loam is generally
very dark gray, friable, and easily worked. The subsoil
is very dark grayish-brown silty clay loam.

This soil is moderately well drained, is high in natural
fertility, and has high water-holding capacity. Although
flooding occurs, serious damage to crops is infrequent.

Txcept for the narrow, irregular areas along small
streams, most of this soil is cultivated. All crops
adapted to the county produce favorable yields. Winter
wheat and alfalfa are the main cash crops. Practices
that maintain productivity and soil structure are carried
out more easily on this soil than on many other soils in the
county. (Capability unit IIw-2; Loamy Bottom-land
range site; woodland suitability group 1)

Kirkland Series

The Kirkland series consists of deep, dark-colored soils
that have a claypan subsoil. These soils are on broad,
very gently sloping to gently sloping uplands in the
central and western parts of the county. They developed
from dark-colored clay and shale of the Wellington for-
mation in some areas and from clayey material of the
old alluvial plains in other areas.

The surface layer is dark grayish-brown to brown,
fairly mellow silt loam about 10 inches thick. This layer
is underlain by a dark-brown claypan subsoil (fig. 8).
The claypan is uniform to a depth of 80 inches or more,
except that its lower part contains less organic matter
and is lighter colored. The subsoil is very firm when
moist and has moderate, medium, blocky structure. The
presence of clay skins is indicated by the shiny blocks
of the claypan when it is moist. Below a depth of 30 to



16 SOIL SURVEY

! ¥ 3
T e VAV RN O ;’“& P i n‘" .

Figure 8.—Profile of a Kirkland silt loam showing the abrupt
change, at a depth of about 10 inches, from the silt loam surface
layer to the clay subsoil.

40 inches, the color grades to brown and dark reddish
brown. The subsoil merges with the silty clay under-
lying material so gradually that it is difficult to deter-
mine the depth to which the soil developed. The surface
layer and upper part of the claypan subsoil are medium
acid to slightly acid, and the lower part of the claypan
subsoil is neutral to alkaline. Concretions of fine lime
generally occur below a depth of 30 inches.

The Kirkland soils are generally well drained, but
they are excessively drained in gently sloping areas.
Where tilth is good, the surface layer absorbs water
readily. Rain is absorbed by the surface layer readily,
but then water soaks into the claypan subsoil very slowly.
During heavy storms much water runs off and washes
away a large amount of surface soil. These soils have
moderately high natural fertility.

Most of the acreage of these soils is cultivated. Small
grains and sorghum are the main crops, and alfalfa or
sweetclover is also grown. Crop yields are favorable.
These soils are not well suited to summer crops, because
there is generally not enough moisture in the surface

layer and plants may not be able to draw enough water
from the clayey subsoil. Areas in permanent pasture
support a mixed growth of short and tall grasses, includ-
ing buffalograss, grama, big bluestem, and little bluestem,

Kirkland silt Ioam, 1 to 3 percent slopes (KnB).—This
soil occurs in large convex areas with Tabler and Beth-
any soils and other Kirkland soils. In some areas it has
a thicker surface layer and a deeper profile than are
typical of the Kirkland series. Included with this soil
are areas of Tabler, Bethany, and Renfrow soils that to-
gether make up less than 10 percent of the area mapped.

On this soil water erosion is a serious hazard because
of the slopes and the very slowly permeable, claypan
subsoil. Also the surface layer tends to puddle and wash
during heavy rains.

This is the major wheat-producing soil of the county.
Yields of wheat are favorable. (Capability unit I1Te-1;
C]aypun) Prairie range site; woodland suitability
group 3

Kirkland-Renfrow complex, 2 to 5 percent slopes,
eroded (KrC2).—This complex occurs in the uplands on the
upper parts of small eroded drainageways and on eroded,
uniform, convex slopes. It is within areas of Kirkland,
Tabler, Bethany, and Renfrow soils. The complex is
extensive throughout the western and central parts of
the county.

Kirkland soils make up from 40 to 80 percent of this
complex, and Renfrow soils make up 20 to 60 percent.
Slickspots are common. The percentage of Kirkland
soils is greater in the central and western parts of the
county where slopes are somewhat more uniform and the
soils formed in darker clay and shale. The Renfrow soils
make up a greater part of this complex on the small
sloping knolls and in the more sloping areas in the
southwestern part of the county.

In this mapping unit both the Kirkland and the Ren-
frow soils are more eroded and have a thinner surface
layer than the soils described for their respective series.
The surface layer, only 4 to 8 inches thick, ranges from
silt loam in less eroded areas to clay loam in more eroded
areas. Shallow rills and gullies scar the areas. In some
local areas, erosion has removed all of the surface layer
and has exposed the clayey subsoil. The surface layer
and subsoil have been mixed by plowing in most places.
In cultivated fields Renfrow soils have a more reddish
surface layer than Kirkland soils.

Slickspots are generally 10 to 50 feet in diameter.
Their surface layer is about 2 to 4 inches thick over
compact, dark-brown clay. Crusting is severe on these
slickspots.

Because the thin surface layer of these soils does not
absorb much rainfall in a short period, runoff and ero-
sion are greater than on soils that have a thicker, more
permeable layer. As a result, crop yields are lower,
especially during the drier seasons when moisture in
deeper soils is barely adequate for plant growth.

On this complex the choice of crops is limited mainly
to small grains, sorghum, and legumes. Small grains
are the main crops. Yields of summer crops are low
because these soils are droughty. Because of soil loss,
small active gullies, and very slowly permeable subsoil,
some of the fields that were cultivated have been seeded
to grass. A cropping system consisting of wheat and
sweetclover has proved successful for many farmers.
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The sweetclover leaves a residue that makes a good
mulch, and the nitrogen it supplies is beneficial to the
wheat. (Capability unit IVe-2; Claypan Prairie range
site; woodland suitability group 3)

Labette Series

In the Labette series are deep to moderately deep,
granular, dark-colored soils that occur in the eastern
part of the county. These soils developed in residuum
tfrom interbedded calcareous clay, shale, and limestone.

The Labette soils have a dark-brown clay loam surface
layer that has a strong, coarse, granular structure. The
subsurface layer, between depths of 9 and 18 inches, is
brown clay loam that is slightly heavier than the surface
layer. Roots are abundant in this layer, and a few stains
of organic matter are on the surface of the peds, The
subsoll is reddish-brown, blocky clay that, in the upper
part, contains a few, black, shotlike concretions. Below
a depth of 26 inches, the subsoil is slightly more clayey
than it is above, and it contains many concretions of
calcium carbonate.

The Labette soils are excessively drained. They are
moderately slowly permeable and high in natural fertil-
ity. These soils are moderately difficult to till.

Labette soils are used primarily for native grass pas-
ture consisting mainly of big bluestem and little blue-
stem. This native vegetation has a high carrying capa-
city, and yields of hay are good. Most cultivated areas
are in small grains. If these soils are tilled, water ero-
sion is likely.

Labette clay loam, 5 to 8 percent slopes (laD).—This
soil is mostly in the eastern part of the county, where
it occupies sloping, colluvial foot slopes below the prom-
inent limestone escarpments that are in the Sogn-
Summit complex, 5 to 20 percent slopes. Directly below
these escarpments in the more sloping parts, this Labette
clay loam contains a few outcrops of limestone and
seepy wet spots. Included in areas mapped as this soil
are a few, narrow, uncrossable gullies. In the south-
eastern corner of the county, the surface layer of this
soil is browner and thinner than normal and is underlain
by redder clay. In a small area north of Beaver Creek,
some chert fragments are in the profile.

About nine-tenths of this soil is native grassland on
which good range management is needed to reduce ero-
sion and to keep the desirable grasses vigorous and pro-
ductive. The rest is cropland and is mostly west of the
Arkansas River. Small grains are the most important
crop.

This soil is moderately difficult to till. Cultivated
areas are susceptible to severe water erosion. Suitable
practices for conserving soil and moisture are terracing,
tilling on the contour, and growing of legumes. In areas
below the Sogn-Summit complex, diversion terraces are
needed to carry excess water safefy away from the culti-
vated fields. Crops grown on this Labette soil respond
well to additions of fertilizer. (Capability unit IVe-3;
Lioamy Prairie range site; woodland suitability group 3)

Labette-Slickspots complex, 3 to 5 percent slopes,
eroded (LbC2).—This mapping unit occupies gently slop-
ing areas around the heads of intermittent drainageways
and in other places where water concentrates. It occurs
with Newtonia soils, mostly Newtonia clay loam, 3 to 5

percent slopes, eroded. About 40 to 60 percent of this
complex is eroded Labette clay loam. Slickspots make
up 10 to 85 percent, but generally they average about 20
percent. Between the irregular patterns of Labette soil
and slickspots is an intermediate soil comprising 5 to 15
percent of the area.

The surface layer of the Labette soils is 3 to 7 inches
thick and is thinner than the surface layer in the pro-
file described for the Labette series. The surface layer
in the area of slickspots is about 2 to 4 inches over com-
pact, dark-brown clay. In cultivated fields slickspots
oceur as thin, white, crusted spots.

The soils of this complex contain a small amount of
organic matter and have low water-holding capacity.
They are subject to moderate or severe water erosion.
In about 60 to 80 percent of the acreage, the plow layer
is a mixture of the surface layer and the subsoil.

About three-fourths of the acreage is cultivated, but
productivity is low. The rest of the acreage is aban-
doned or idle cropland that is used for pasture. (Capa-
bility unit IVs-2; Labette soils in the Loamy Prairie
range site, and Slickspots in the Slickspot range site;
woodland suitability group 4)

Lela Series

The Lela series consists of very dark, somewhat poorly
drained, level to slightly depressional, clayey soils on
bottom lands. These soils occur in large fairly uniform
areas, mainly along Birds Nest Creek, in an area south
of Tonkawa, and on the second bottoms of the Chikaskia
River. Lela soils formed in clayey sediments that were
deposited where floodwaters move slowly or are inter-
mittently ponded.

These.soils have a surface layer of dark-gray light clay
4 to 8 inches thick. When this layer is dry, it has a gray
crust about one-fourth of an inch thick that is cracked
into irregularly shaped patches 2 to 4 inches across. The
surface layer is black when moist. It generally has weak
granular structure but is massive in places. The surface
layer is very sticky when moist and very hard and cloddy
when dry. It is underlain by very dark gray, dense clay
that has weak blocky structure or is massive. This mate-
rial is very slowly permeable and very plastic when moist.
At a depth of about 44 inches, the soil material is dark-
brown, massive clay. This material contains a few scat-
tered concretions of calcium carbonate. The -surface
layer is slightly acid or medium acid to a depth of about
6 inches. Below 8 inches the soil material is slightly
acid or neutral, and below 44 inches it contains free lime.

Most areas of Lela soils are occasionally flooded by the
adjoining streams. Runoff is slow or very slow. After
heavy rains, water often stands on the surface for sev-
eral days. Because the subsoil is clayey, internal drain-
age is very slow. Natural fertility 1s high.

Most of the acreage of the Lela soils is cultivated,
commonly to wheat, barley, and sorghum. Alfalfa is
grown in areas where drainage systems have been
installed. Crop yields vary considerably from year to
year, but they are generally moderately low. These soils
are droughty in dry years and often are excessively wet
in years of average rainfall. Occasionally, when mois-
ture is favorable throughout the growing season, crop
yields are favorable, The principal grasses in native
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asture are big bluestem, switchgrass, and indiangrass.
ome sloughgrass grows in the depressions.

Lela clay (0 to 1 percent slopes) (ic}.—This dark, some-
what poorly drained soil occurs chiefly in large areas
on level to slightly depressional flood plains. A few
areas adjacent to uplands are covered with a few inches
of recent overwash and have a surface layer that varies
in color and texture. Included in the areas mapped as
this soil are slickspots that are less than one-fourth acre
in size and are too small to delineate on the soil map.
They are shown on the map by symbols.

This soil is difficult to till, and farmers sometimes
have trouble establishing a good stand of crops. Also,
harvesting is often delayed because the soil is wet.

Drainage limits the use of this soil for farming. In
most years surface ditches are needed to remove excess
water. If this soil is not drained, the response to other
management is poor. Grain sorghum consistently pro-
duces higher yields than other crops because it is grown
during the summer when rainfall is low and evaporation
is high. (Capability unit I1Tw-1; Heavy Bottom-land
range site; woodland suitability group 4)

Lela-Slickspots complex (0 to 1 percent slopes) (le).—
This mapping unit consists of dark-colored, somewhat

oorly drained, cl'aye%r soils on nearly level to slightly
gepressional bottom lands where many slickspots are
scattered. Lela clay makes up about 70 to 90 percent of
this complex, and the slickspots make up from 10 to 30 per-
cent but generally average 20 percent. About 5 to 10
percent of the complex is a transitional zone between the
Lela soil and the slickspots.

The Lela soil has a profile like the one described for
the series, but in some places salts occur below a depth
of 40 inches. In many places the slickspots are crusted
with light brownish-gray, massive silt loam to clay about
one-half inch thick. The surface layer ranges from 3 to
10 inches in thickness and is underlain by dark-colored,
massive clay that has an accumulation of salts and ab-
sorbs water very slowly. Internal drainage is very slow.
In about 35 acres in the southwestern part of the county,
the soils of the complex are less clayey than those
described.

About 50 percent of this complex is in small grains
and sorghum, but yields are low. The rest is grassland.
The chief grasses in native pasture are switchgrass,
alkali sacaton, and saltgrass. (Capability unit IVs-1;
Lela soil in the Heavy Bottom-land range site, and Slick-
spots in the Alkali Bottom-land range site; woodland
suitability group 4)

Lincoln Series

The Lincoln series consists of sandy, calcareous soils
that formed in recent mixed alluvium on low bottom
Iands of the Arkansas River. These soils are unstable
because new sandy and clayey material is deposited dur-
ing each flood.

These soils vary in texture, color, and depth, but in
most places the surface layer is grayish-brown, calcar-
eous loamy sand about 15 inches thick. This layer is
underlain by pale-brown, stratified, calcareous sand,
loamy sand, and gravel that extend to a depth of 60
inches or more.

Lincoln soils have slow runoff but very rapid internal
drainage. The water table commonly is at a depth rang-
ing from 4 to 15 feet. These soils are frequently flooded,
are low in fertility, and are somewhat droughty.

These soils are poorly suited to cultivation because
damaging floods are frequent and their texture is ex-
tremel%r sandy. Most areas are in native pasture, and
many have a cover of johnsongrass. Vegetation has lit-
tle time to get a foothold because fresh material is
deposited during the recurring floods.

Lincoln soils (0 to 2 percent slopes) (Lm).—These inex-
tensive soils are on sandy flood plains of the Arkansas
River. Typically they have a grayish-brown loamy sand
surface layer underlain by calcareous sand at 15 mches.

‘Included 1n the areas mapped as these soils are soils in

old meandering river channels that have been filled with
silt. Also included are small areas of Carr soils and
Sand dunes, Lincoln material,

Because Lincoln soils are frequently flooded, they are
unstable and they vary in texture. %&Lrge floods leave
deep deposits in some areas and dig potholes in others.
In dry periods these soils are droughty and are suscepti-
ble to blowing. The vegetation is scattered and consists
of woody shrubs, annuals, sand sagebrush, switchgrass,
saltgrass, johnsongrass, cottonwood trees, and willows.
Some areas could be seeded to bermudagrass. (Capabil-
ity unit Vw-2; Sandy Bottom-land range site; woodland
suitability group 2)

Loamy Broken Land

Loamy broken land (Lo} consists of narrow bands of slop-
ing to steep broken slopes that separate bottom langs
from the adjoining uplands. The slopes range from 5
to as much as 50 percent, but they average about 12 per-
cent. Most areas are along the Arkansas River.

The surface layer of this land ranges from loam to
silt loam in texture and from brown to dark brown in
color. Although the soil material is generally thick, the
underlying limestone is close to the surface in some
places. Limestone crops out in about 2 to 5 percent of
the area on the steeper, more broken slopes

This land is not suitable for cultivation. The native
vegetation is principally trees and brush, and there are
scattered tall grasses and native legumes. (Capability
unit VIe-3; Loamy Prairie range site; woodland suit-
ability group 2)

McLain Series

The McLain series consists of deep, brown to dark-
brown, productive soils on low alluvial terraces along
the Salt Fork Arkansas River, but above the level of
normal flooding. These nearly level soils developed in
reddish, calcareous alluvium that originated mainly from
prairies underlain by redbeds.

These soils generally have a surface layer of dark-
brown to brown, granular, friable silty clay loam 6 to 10
inches thick. The subsoil, to a depth of about 21 inches,
is dark reddish-brown to reddish-brown clay that has
moderate, medium, blocky structure. Below 21 inches is
reddish-brown silty clay loam. This layer grades to
yellowish-red silty clay loam that has weak, medium,
granular structure. The surface layer is medium acid,
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the subsoil is slightly acid to mildly calcareous, and the
lower substratum is commonly calcareous.

Runoff is slow on these nearly level soils. Natural
fertility and water-holding capacity are high. Some
areas south of Tonkawa are occasionally flooded by Birds
Nest Creek.

Almost all of the acreage of McLain soils is cultivated.
Small grains and alfalfa are important crops and have
favorable yields. The main grasses in the native pasture
are switchgrass, big bluestem, and little bluestem.

McLain silt loam (0 to 1 percent slopes) (MaA).—This
is one of the better soils for farming in the county. It
occurs with Reinach loam, 0 to 1 percent slopes, and
McLain silty clay loam.

McLain silt loam has a silt loam and heavy silt loam
surface layer about 17 inches thick. The subsoil is red-
dish-brown clay loam that grades to yellowish-red silt
loam at a depth of about 2 feet. This yellowish-red silt
loam is more sandy and calcareous as depth increases.

This well-drained soil has greater water-holding capac-
ity and is slightly more productive than McLain silty
clay loam. Also, McLain silt loam is easier to farm
because it is seldom, if ever, flooded. It is suited to many
kinds of crops, and almost all of it is cultivated. (Capa-
bility unit I-1; Loamy Bottom-land range site; wood-
land suitability group 1)

MecLain silty clay loam (0 to 1 percent slopes) (Mb).—
This nearly level to slightly depressional soil has a heavy
clay loam subsoil in some areas. Included in mapping
were small areas of Lela clay and McLain silt loam.
MeclLain silty clay loam is moderately difficult to till. Be-
cause runofl is slow and permeability is very slow, water
stands on the surface for short periods after heavy rains.
Drainage to remove excess surface water is needed 1f plant
growth 1s to be optimum in years of above average rainfall.
Erosion is not a hazard on this soil. (Capability unit I-1;
Loamy Bottom-land range site; woodland suitability
group 1)

Miller Series

The Miller series consists of deep, reddish, calcareous
clay soils on bottom lands along the Salt Fork Arkan-
sas River. These soils normally occupy long, narrow,
slightly depressional areas surrounded by Yahola soils
on first bottoms. The Miller soils formed in clayey ma-
terial that was deposited by slow-moving floodwaters.

The surface layer is reddish-brown, calcareous clay
about 10 inches thick. This layer ranges from weak,
medium, granular structure to massive. The surface
layer is very slowly permeable to water. It is directly
underlain by reddish-brown, calcareous clay 8 to 20
inches thick. This layer ranges from weak, fine, blocky
structure to massive. It is very sticky and plastic when
wet and extremely hard when dry. It contains a few,
small, scattered concretions of calcium carbonate. Ie-
tween depths of about 19 and 29 inches, the soil material
is yellowish-red clay loam that has weak, medium, gran-
ular structure, is friable when muoist, and contains thin
bands or pockets of finer textured material from the
horizon above. Below a depth of 29 inches is yellowish-
red to reddish-yellow, calcareous very fine sandy loam
that ranges from weak granular structure to single grain

or massive. Thin strata of reddish-brown clay similar to
the clay in the surface layer commonly occur throughout
this lower part of the profile.

Miller soils are somewhat poorly drained and are hard
to farm. During wet periods crops are damaged by
excessive water, and in dry periods yields are low because
water-holding capacity is low. ‘Surface crusting is com-
mon, but natural fertility is high.

- On these soils the choice of crops is limited. Small
grains and sorghum are the main crops, but alfalfa is
grown in small areas within larger areas of Yahola soils.
Alfalfa can be established without applications of lime
because these soils are calcareous. Crop yields are mod-
erate to low. Areas of these soils close to the Salt Fork
Arkansas River are in native grass or improved pasture.
The main grasses are switchgrass, prairie cordgrass, and
big bluestem.

iller clay (0 to 1 percent slopes) (Mc).—This soil is of
limited extent in this county. It is in concave or slough-
like areas of the occasionally flooded bottom lands along
the Salt Fork Arkansas River. Most areas are less than
40 acres in size. The clayey subsoil of this soil is very
slowly permeable, and surface water is commonly ponded
after flooding or heavy rains,

Tillage is difficult on this soil, and drainage is required
if yields are to be favorable. Erosion is none to slight.
Most areas receive from 1 to 8 inches of fine sediments
during each flood. (Capability unit IIIw-1; Heavy
Bottom-land range site; woodland suitability group 4)

Newtonia Series

The Newtonia series consists of deep, brown, granular
soils on uplands. These soils occur in the eastern part
of the county between U.S. Highway No. 77 and the
Osage County line. They formed in material weathered
from limestone or from- limestone interbedded with cal-
careous shale and clay.

The Newtonia soils generally have a brown silt loam
surface layer about 9 inches thick. This layer has strong,
medium, granular structure in areas in native vegetation,
but it has moderate, medium, granular structure in culti-
vated fields. Between depths of 9 and 16 inches is a sub-
surface layer of reddish-brown silty clay loam that is
friable when moist and has strong, medium and coarse,
granular structure. Roots and worm casts are abundant
in this layer. The subsoil is reddish-brown heavy silty
clay loam that extends from a depth of 16 to 44 inches.
Structure is strong and granular in the upper 13 inches
of the subsoil and is weak, medium, subangular blocky
in the lower part. Below a depth of 44 inches is yellow-
ish-red silty clay that contains a few faint mottles of
grayish brown and a few, fine, black films and concre-
tions of manganese and iron oxides. The surface layer is
slightly acid, and the layers below it are slightly acid to
mildly alkaline. Depth to limestone is generally more
than 4 feet.

Newtonia soils are generally well drained, but they are
excessively drained in sloping areas. Their subsoil has
good water-holding capacity and is moderately permea-
ble to roots, air, and water. Natural fertility is moder-
ately high. Water erosion is a hazard in the sloping
areas.
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Most of the acreage of these soils is cultivated. All
crops suited to the area are grown, and small grains,
alfalfa, and sorghum are the main crops. FEast of the
Arkansas River are large areas of native pasture that
produce forage of high quality. The grasses are mainly
big bluestem and little bluestem.

“Newtonia silt loam, 0 to 1 percent slopes (NeA).—This
nearly level soil is mainly southeast of Kildare. It occu-
pies smooth divides and occurs with the more slopin
Newtonia soils. It is in fairly large areas, but its tota
acreage in the county is small.

The surface layer is slightly thicker than the one de-
scribed for the series. The subsoil is slightly darker
than the one described for the series. Because this soil
is more nearly level than the other Newtonia soils in the
county, it has slower runoff and is less likely to erode.
Drainage is good.

This soil is desirable for farming. It can be worked
easily, and crops respond well to management. Small
grains, mostly wheat, grain sorghum, and alfalfa are the
main crops. Almost all of this soil is cultivated. (Capa-
bility unit I-2; Loamy Prairie range site; woodland
suitability group 2)

Newtonia silt loam, 1 to 3 percent slopes {NeB).—This
soil is on very gentle convex slopes above limestone es-
carpments. It i1s commonly adjacent to other Newtonia
soils. In some places it borders Summit soils or Sogn-
Summit complex, 5 to 20 percent slopes. Included in the
areas mapped as this soil are small, darker or more
clayey areas of Summit or Labette soils that make up
less than 6 percent of any mapped area. In about 30 to
50 percent of the area mapped, limestone is at a depth
of 20 to 50 inches.

This soil has a profile similar to the one described for
the series. On narrow divides directly above the sharp
breaks occupied by Sogn-Summit complex, 5 to 20 per-
cent slopes, it is less deep than typical. In some small
areas near drainageways, the surface layer has been
thinned by erosion.

About 70 percent of this soil is cultivated, and the
rest is in native pasture. Unless management is good,
erosion is likely in cultivated areas. A large part of the
acreage in pasture is in small, inaccessible areas east of
the Arkansas River that are surrounded by stony, very
shallow soils. If the supply of organic matter and plant
nutrients is kept at a high level, this soil produces favor-
able yields of all crops grown 1n the county. (Capabil-
ity unit ITe-1; Loamy Prairie range site; woodland suit-
ability group 2)

Newtonia silt loam, 3 to 5 percent slopes (NeC).—This
soil ‘occupies broad gently sloping uplands above lime-
stone escarpments of Sogn-Summit complex, 5 to 20 per-
cent slopes, and gentle uniform slopes below these escarp-
ments. Included in thé areas mapped as this soil are
slickspots that are too small to be delineated on the
maps. Slickspots are easily recognized in rangeland by
their vegetation of dominantly short grasses. Also in-
cluded, and making up as much as 5 percent of each
mapped area, are small areas of Newtonia silt loam, 3 to
5§ percent slopes, eroded. In about 40 to 50 percent of
the area mapped, limestone is at a depth of 20 to 50 inches.

In most places the surface layer of Newtonia silt loam,
3 to 5 percent slopes, has been thinned slightly by ero-
sion, or it was never so thick as the surface layer in the
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typical profile. Where this soil lies below escarpments
of the Sogn-Summit complex, the surface layer is com-
monly darker than the surface layer of the less sloping
Newtonia soils. Also, the subsoil is generally more
clayey. In some small areas north of Beaver Creek, the
lower layers contain chert fragments.

This soil is friable, moderately easy to work, and mod-
erately productive. It is used for the same kinds of
crops as the less sloping Newtonia soils, but" yields are
slightly lower, especially in dry years. Krosion is likely
in cultivated fields. Many areas, most of them east of
the Arkansas River, are in native pastures consisting
of bluestem. (Capability unit I1Te-2; Loamy Prairie
range site; woodland suitability group 2)

Newtonia clay loam, 3 to 5 percent slopes, eroded
(NnC2).—This soil occurs mainly on side slopes along small
drainageways and on uniform, moderately eroded slopes
below the limestone escarpments in the Sogn-Summit
complex, 5 to 20 percent slopes.

This soil has a thinner surface layer than Newtonia
silt loam, 3 to 5 percent slopes, because about 30 to 60
percent, of the original surface soil has been removed by
sheet and gully erosion. In cultivated areas about 40
percent of the plow layer consists of material from the
subsecil. In many places the subsoil is more clayey and
less granular than that of the other Newtonia soils. A
few slickspots commonly occur in areas of this soil. In
about 40 to 60 percent of the area mapped, limestone is at
a depth of 20 to 50 inches.

About 90 percent of this soil is used for small grains
and sorghum, but the rest has been returned to native
grass or is idle. Under good management, which in-
cludes protecting the soil from erosion, this soil can be
used for cultivated crops. Almost all of the rills and

ullies are so small that they do not prevent tillage.
%Capability unit ITTe-3; Loamy Prairie range site;
woodland suitability group 3)

Norge Series

The Norge series consists of deep, brown, friable,
loamy soils that are level to strongly sloping. The main
areas are west of Newkirk within a few miles of streams
or rivers. These soils developed from a clayey and
loamy substratum several feet thick.

The surface layer is brown loam (fig. 9) that has
granular structure. The subsurface layer is brown, fri-
able clay loam about 8 inches thick. At a depth of 16
inches is a reddish-brown heavy clay loam subsoil that
has subangular blocky structure and absorbs water
readily. The lower part of the subsoil is yellowish-red,
slightly heavier clay loam that contains numerous par-
ticles of sand. The substratum is blocky clay loam to
clay that is slightly mottled in many places. A few
round pebbles of quartz commonly oceur throughout the
profile. The surface layer is medium acid and slightly
acid, and the layers below are slightly acid and neutral.

The Norge soils are generally well drained, but they
are excessively drained in the more sloping eroded areas.
In the sloping areas accelerated water erosion is likely.
Norge soils are high in natural fertility. They are fri-
able and easy to till, and crops on them respond to good
management.
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Figure 9—Profile of a Norge loam showing small quartz pebbles
at a depth of 3 feet.

These soils are among the most productive soils of the
uplands in this county. Most of the acreage is culti-
vated, mainly to small grains, alfalfa, and sorghum.
Because these soils hold a good supply of moisture that
plants can use, they are suitable for summer crops if
rainfall is average. Some areas are used as meadow.
Areas of native pasture that are not overgrazed support
a good cover of bluestem.

Norge loam, 0 to 1 percent slopes (NoA).—The largest
areas of this soil are southwest of Ponca City, and small-
er areas are well distributed throughout the central and
western parts of the county. In places where the old
alluvium is thickest, this soil is close to Vanoss, Bethany,
and other Norge soils. Small areas of Bethany and
Vanoss soils are included in areas mapped as this soil.

The surface layer of this soil is darker and slightly
thicker than that of the other Norge soils. Runoff is
slow because the soil is nearly level and absorbs water
readily.

This is one of the best soils for farming in the county,
and, except for a few pastures, all of it is cultivated.
Many kinds of crops are suitable, and small grains,
alfalfa, and wheat are the main crops. Yields are favor-
able.  (Capability unit I-2; Loamy Prairie range site;
woodland suitability group 2)

Norge loam, 1 to 3 percent slopes (NoB).—This exten-
sive soil, which occurs with other Norge soils, is on
very gentle convex slopes. The main areas are on broad
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divides in the valley of the Chikaskia River. Smaller
arglas are on small ridges within the areas of Kirkland
soils.

This soil has a profile similar to the one described for
the Norge series, except that the subsoil is more clayey
in a few small areas.

This soil is easy to farm, and about nine-tenths of it is
cultivated. Water erosion is' not likely in the nearly
level areas, but it is a hazard in the more sloping areas.
Terraces and contour tillage can be used to reduce loss
of soil in the more sloping areas. (Capability unit ITe—
1 5 Loamy Prairie range site; woodland suitability group
2

Norge loam, 3 to 5 percent slopes [NoC).—This soil
occupies gentle slopes that commonly border the Chikaskia
River and other streams west of Newkirk, It generally is
adjacent to Norge loam, 1 to 3 percent slopes, on higher,
smooth divides. Included in the areas mapped as this soil
are small areas of Norge loam, 3 to 5 percent slopes, eroded,
that amount to 5 to 10 percent of some cultivated fields.

In some areas the surface layer has been thinned by
erosion, or it was never so thick as the surface layer in
the profile described for the Norge series. In many
places close to streams, the substratum contains narrow
bands or pockets of sandier material. Erosion is more
likely on this soil than on the less sloping Norge soils
because slopes are stronger and runoff is moderate to
rapid.

Most of the acreage of this soil is cultivated. Crop
yields are favorable, but they are slightly lower than

those on the less sloping Norge soils because the surface

layer is thinner and the intake of water is less. (Capa-
bility unit ITTe-2; Loamy Prairie range site; woodland
suitability group 2)

Norge loam, 3 to 5 percent slopes, eroded (NoC2).—
This soil is on side slopes along intermittent drainage-
ways and on the crests and the side slopes of gently
rolling divides. It is commonly next to Norge loam, 3
to 5 percent, slopes.

The surface layer of this soil, 4 to 8 inches thick, is
generally slightly more reddish than the surface layer in
the profile described for the Norge series. In the more
eroded areas, the surface layer is less loamy and more
clayey than typical. Some light-colored slickspots occur
in the more eroded areas. Rills are evident around the
heads of drainageways, and sheet erosion is common on
the more uniform slopes.

Most of this soil is cultivated, but a few areas have
been returned to native grasses. Practices are needed
that slow or divert runoff and control water erosion.
(Capability unit IITe-3; Loamy Prairie range site;
woodland suitability group 3)

Norge loam, 5 to 8 percent slopes {NoD).—This soil is
on strong uniform slopes close to streams and intermit-
tent drainageways.

The surface layer and subscil are slightly thinner
than those in uneroded, less sloping Norge soils. In some
places the substratum is more sandy than typical, and
in local spots the underlying clay and shale are closer
to the surface.

Runoff ranges from moderate to rapid, depending on
the amount and intensity of rainfall. Cultivated areas
are subject to moderate water erosion.
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About half of this soil is cultivated, mainly to small
grains. (Capability unit IVe-3; Loamy Prairie range
site; woodland suitability group 3)

Norge loam, 5 to 8 percent slopes, eroded (NoD2).—
This soil is on short slopes along intermittent drainage-
ways. In many areas 1t adjoins bottom lands of the
Chikaskia River.

This soil is more sloping than the surrounding Norge
soils and has a thinner surface layer. In places the sub-
soil is more clayey and less permeable than that in the
profile described for the Norge series. In a few small
areas clay and shale are at a _depth of about 36 inches.
Slickspots less than one-fourth of an acre in size occur
in the more eroded areas.

Accelerated erosion is the main hazard in cultivated
areas. In many places tillage has mixed material from
the subsoil into the original surface layer. In many of
the small rills, which are about 50 to 75 feet apart, the
subsoil is exposed. Natural fertility and the content of
organic matter are moderately low.

All of this soil has been cultivated, and about four-
fifths of it remains cultivated. The rest is idle or in
permanent vegetation. (Capability unit IVe—4; Loamy
Prairie range site; woodland suitability group 3)

Norge-Albion complex, 3 to 5 percent slopes (NxC).—
This mapping unit occurs mainly in the northwestern
part of the county in close association with Niorge soils
that have been mapped as separate units. One large
area, however, is northwest of Washunga in the eastern
part of the county. , :

Norge loam makes up 35 to 65 percent of the complex,
and the Albion soil makes up 20 to 40 percent. About 5
to 10 percent consists of soils that are similar to Albion
soil but that lack the sandy clay loam subsoil and are
less than 20 inches deep to sand and gravel. The Norge
soil has a profile similar to the one described for the
series except that its substratum contains more sand. A
profile of the Albion soil is described for the Albion
series.

In some cultivated fields the surface layer of the soils
in this complex has been thinned by water erosion.
Small seepy or wet spots occur on the lower part of
some slopes near the adjoining bottom lands.

About 35 percent of this mapping unit is cultivated
to small ‘grains or sorghum. Crop yields are good to
fair. Management is needed that conserves moisture
and protects the soil from water erosion. The rest of
this complex is in native grass pasture that consists
chiefly of big bluestem, little bluestem, and switchgrass.
(Capability unit IIIe-2; Norge soil in_the Lioamy
Praivie range site, Albion soil in the Sandy Prairie range
site; woodland suitability group.2)

0il-Waste Land

Oil-waste land (Od) is made up of areas in which liquid
oily waste has accumulated. It includes slush pits and
the adjacent uplands and bottom lands that have been
affected by liquid wastes, mainly salt water and oil. It
occurs throughout the county where activity in oilfields
has not been controlled. The areas are generally 2 to 5
acres in size, but larger areas occur in the old Three
Sands oilfield south of Tonkawa. The upland areas are
severely eroded. Soil structure has been destroyed by

salts. This land is unsuited to farming, but reclaiming
a few small areas is possible. (Capability unit VIIIs-1;
not placed in a range.site or woodland sumitability group)

Owens Series

The Owens series consists of dark-colored, shallow,
calcareous soils that occur in the southwestern and north-
central parts of the county. Slopes range firom 3 to more
than 12 percent. These soils developed from weathered
olive-gray clay and shale of the Wellington formation.

Owens soils have a grayish-brown, calcareous clay sur-
face layer that is 4 fo 7 inches thick and has strong,
coarse, granular structure (fig. 10). Many small frag-
ments of grayish to whitish shale occur throughout this
layer. Below the surfice layer is somewhat massive,
partly weathered, light olive-gray clay that begins at an
average depth of 5 inches and extends to about 20 inches.
Below a depth of 20 inches are olive-gray, unweathered
clay and shale that are calcareous. Depth to unweathered
clay or shale ranges from 4 to 24 inches.

In places there are bands of escarpments that consist
of exposed grayish-colored to olive shale and clay and

Figure 10.—Profile of a shallow Owens clay showing the dark-
colored, granular surface layer.
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numerous beds of gray mudstone. Thin strata of honey-
combed limestone are in many of the upper more slop-
ing areas northeast of Blackwell.

These soils have rapid runoff, slow internal drainage,
and very slow permeability. They are droughty because
they have limited water-holding capacity.

Owens soils are not suitable for cultivation, and nearly
all of the acreage is in pastures that have low carrying
capacity. Many of the pastures have been overgraze
and are heavily infested with weeds. In well-managed
pastures the native vegetation consists of mixed short
and tall grasses, mostly buffalograss, blue grama, big
bluestem, and little bluestem.

Owens clay, 3 to 12 percent slopes (OwE).—This soil
occupies gentle to strong slopes that are banded by prom-
inent escarpments consisting of gray to bluish-colored
shale and numerous beds of gray mudstone. Bare out-
crops of bluish-gray shale are common. These escarp-
ments are especially prominent northeast of Blackwell
in the uplands adjacent to Bitter Creek. A few areas
have slopes greater than 12 percent.

This soil 1s not suitable for cultivation, because it is
shallow, strongly sloping, and very slowly permeable.
Water erosion would be severe if this soil were culti-
vated. Pasture is the main use, and the native vegeta-
tion is mostly mid and short grasses. Many pastures
have been overgrazed and are heavily infested by weeds.
Where the cover of grass is good, carrying capacity is
low to fair. Careful mangement, which includes con-
trolled grazing, is needed to keep a dense cover of vigor-
ous plants on this soil. (Capability unit VIe-5; Red
Clay Prairie range site; woodland suitability group 4)

Port Series

The Port series consists of deep, loamy, fertile soils on
flood plains of the Chikaskia River, Salt Fork Arkansas
River, and Deer Creek. These soils formed in alkaline
to calcareous, silty, reddish sediments deposited by
floodwater.

The surface layer is about 14 inches thick and consists
.of brown silt loam that has granular structure and is
friable when moist. The subsoil extends to a depth of
36 inches and consists of reddish-brown silt loam that
also has granular structure. Weak strata of slightly
finer textured material commonly are in the subsoil. Be-
low a depth of 3 feet is reddish-brown silty clay loam.
In some places at various depths are dark layers that
were surface layers until they were buried by sediments.
Bands of very slowly permeable clay lie deep in the
profile in some places. The surface layer is slightly acid,
and the subsoil 1s neutral to mildly alkaline.

The Port soils are well drained and moderately well
drained. Most areas are occasionally flooded for short
periods, but along the Chikaskia River, some low, nar-
row areas are damaged by frequent flooding. Port soils
are permeable, absorb moisture well, and have good
water-holding capacity.

Miost areas of the Port soils that are not frequently
flooded are cultivated. These areas are well suited to the
crops commonly grown in the county, but in the fre-
quently flooded areas the choice of crops is limited. Tall
grasses and trees make up the native vegetation on Port
soils.

Figure 11—Profile of Port silt loam, a deep, highly productive
soil on bottom lands.

Port silt loam (0 to 1 percent slopes) (Ps).—This deep
soil on bottom lands is highly valued for farming (fig.
11). Tt is easily tilled and 1s only slightly, if at all, dam-
aged by flooding. Erosion is not hkely. This soil is
moderately permeable and has medium runoff and inter-
nal-drainage.

Nearly all of this soil is cultivated. Wheat and alfal-
fa, the main cash crops, have favorable yields. Response
to management is good. (Capability unit IIw-2; Loamy
Bottom-land range site; woodland suitability group 1)

Port soils, frequently flooded (0 to 2 percent slopes)
(Pl.—These soils generally occupy long, narrow areas on
low first bottoms adjacent to the Chikaskia River. They
vary considerably from place to place and from time to
time because new material is deposited by the frequent
floods, which vary in intensity. The surface layer is
mainly silt Ioam but is fine sandy loam and silty clay
loam in some places. The profile of these soils is more
stratified and generally is finer textured than the profile
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described for the Port series. In some areas strata of
coarse sand occur below a depth of 3 feet.

These frequently flooded soils are high in natural fer-
tility. They are moderately well drained, but are the
least well drained in the lower, more clayey spots.

Bermudagrass and sorghum are grown in some areas.
Other areas are used for pecan orchards. Because these
soils are frequently flooded, yields are generally much
lower than those on Port silt loam. If crops are not
damaged by floods, yields are favorable. Bermudagrass
pasture is better suited than other crops. Some areas
have a dense cover of trees and are excellent for wildlife.
(Capability unit Vw-2; Loamy Bottom-land range site;
woodland suitability group 2)

Pratt Series

In the Pratt series are deep, dark-colored loamy sands
on hummocky uplands. These soils occur mainly in a
small area about 5 miles west of Tonkawa. They formed
in deep, coarse-textured, water-sorted material that has
been reworked by wind and that overlies clay and shale
of the Permian redbeds.

The surface layer is about 11 inches thick and consists
of grayish-brown loamy fine sand that is single grain or
has weak, fine, granular structure. This layer is loose
when moist and contains many roots in areas under
native grasses. The subsoil, to a depth of 40 inches, is
brown, massive loamy fine sand that 1s loose when moist.
Within the subsoil are horizontal bands of slightly
darker colored sandy loam that are 14, to 34 inch ﬁﬁck.
These bands are missing below a depth of 40 inches. The
surface layer of these soils is medium acid to neutral, but
no part of the profile contains free lime.

These soils are low in natural fertility, partly because
they are sandy. They contain little organic matter and
nitrogen. Unless the content of organic matter is main-
tained, these soils become droughty and less fertile.
Wind erosion may be a serious hazard if the surface
layer is not protected. Water erosion is not a serious
hazard, because water is absorbed rapidly and runoff is
slight or none.

About 60 percent of the acreage of Pratt soils is in
native pastures of bluestem. Most of the cultivated acre-
age is used for small grains and sorghum. Crop yields
are moderately low or low, depending on the rainfall
during the growing season, the fertility of the soil, and
the degree of wind erosion.

Pratt loamy fine sand, hummocky (PtC).—This soil
occupies only a small acreage in Kay County. Slopes are
8 to 8 percent. Included in the areas mapped as this
soil are areas of Shellabarger soils, which make up about
5 percent of the mapping unit.

In cultivated areas practices are needed to control
wind erosion and to maintain fertility. Unless a protec-
tive cropping system is used, this soil blows and drifts.
The severity of wind erosion depends mainly on the
amount, of ground cover. Winnowing and drifting are
common in unprotected fields. The loose sand makes
tillage and use of power equipment difficult. (Capabil-
ity unit IVe-6; Deep Sand range site; woodland suit-
ability group 2)

SOIL SURVEY

Reinach Series

The Reinach series consists of deep, friable soils that
formed in alkaline to calcareous loam or sandy loam on
terraces or second bottoms. These soils generally occupy
nearly level to sloping, natural levees on the flood plain
of the Chikaskia River or are on low terraces along the
Salt Fork Arkansas River. They are 5 to 15 feet higher
than the associated Yahola soils. In places the Reinach
soils adjoin the rivers.

The surface layer is brown loam about 17 inches thick.
It has weak and moderate, fine, granular structure and
is very friable when moist and soft when dry. Underly-
ing the surface layer is 10 to 20 inches of neutral, brown
loam. This layer is much like the layer above except
that it is more reddish. Below a depth of 30 inches is
yellowish-red loam that has weak, fine, granular struc-
ture. This material is very friable when moist, alkaline
to calcareous, and uniform in color and texture to a
depth of 4 feet or more. In small areas near the Salt
Fork Arkansas River, these soils have a very fine sandy
loam surface layer.

Reinach soils are well drained and have good water-
holding capacity and moderate permeability. Natural
fertility is high, and tillage is easy. In some years wind
erosion may be a hazard, but under good management it
can be easily controlled. If they are not well managed,
the more sloping Reinach soils are subject to severe water
erosion.

Almost all of the acreage of these soils is cultivated.
All crops adapted to the county produce favorable yields.
The cash crops commonly grown are small grains and
alfalfa. Crops on these soils respond well to intensive
management. Some farms in the county are made up
entirely of Reinach soils.

Reinach loam, 0 to 1 percent slopes (RcA).—This exten-
sive soil is deep and permeable. It occupies weakly con-
vex slopes. Included in areas mapped as this soil are
small areas of darker colored, finer textured Port silt
loam. These included areas make up less than 5 percent
of this mapping unit.

This is one of the most important soils in the county
for farming. It is suited to all crops commonly grown.
Productivity is high and is much easier to maintain than
that of most other soils of the county. (Capability
unit I-1; Loamy Bottom-land range site; woodland suit-
ability group 1)

Reinach loam, 3 to 8 percent slopes (RcD).—This soil
occupies flood plains on low terraces of the Salt Fork
Arkansas and Chikaskia Rivers. It is on breaking slopes
that separate low areas of bottom land from higher ones.
These breaks, normally -only 100 to 200 feet wide, dis-
tinguish this soil from other soils in the landscape. Al-
though slopes range from 3 to more than 8 percent, they
average about 6 percent. This loamy soil has a lighter
colored, thinner surface layer than the soil deseribed for
the series and, in many places, a sandier substratum.
Water erosion has removed 20 to 50 percent of the orig-
inal surface layer.  After rains of high intensity, small
rills appear, but they can be removed by tillage.

Included in areas mapped as this soil are areas of
finer textured Brewer soils and of soils similar to the
Port soils. These included soils make up 5 to 10 percent
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of the mapping unit. Also included are some old arable,
U-shaped channels of meandering streams.

Farming is difficult on this soil because the hazard of
erosion is moderate and narrow strongly sloping bands
hinder the use of large farm machines. Generally, the
same crops are grown on this soil as are grown on the
surrounding Reinach loam, 0 to 1 percent slopes. Some
areas have been planted to bermudagrass and are pro-
viding large amounts of forage of excellent quality.
(Capability unit IVe-8; Loamy Bottom-land range site;
woodland suitability group 2)

Renfrow Series

The Renfrow series consists of deep, dark-brown soils
that have a very slowly permeable subsoil. These soils
are in small scatiered areas on uplands throughout the
central and western parts of the county. They formed
from clay and shale of the Permian redbeds.

The surface layer, about 6 inches thick, is brown silt
loam that has granular structure and is friable when
moist. It grades to a subsurface layer of reddish-brown
clay loam about 4 to 7 inches thick. At an average depth
of 12 inches, there is a reddish-brown, blocky clay sub-
soil (fig. 12). The clay in the lower part of the subsoil
is more compact than that above and contains a few con-
cretions of calcium carbonate. Below a depth of 30
inches is calcareous, massive clay. The surface layer is
slightly acid, and the lower part of the subsoil is alka-
line or calcareous.

These soils are well drained. They are subject to ac-
celerated erosion and are somewhat droughty because of
their very slowly permeable subsoil and rapid to medium
runoff. These soils contain a fair to good supply of
plant nutrients.

Most of the areas of Renfrow soils are used for small
grains, but a considerable acreage is in pasture consist-
ing largely of short grasses. (blrop yields are fair to
good in years of ample moisture.

In Xay County Renfrow soils are mapped only in
complexes with Kirkland soils.

Renfrow-Kirkland silt loams, 3 to 5 percent slopes
(RkC).—These soils oceur in an intricate pattern and are
mapped together as one unit. They occur in small areas
throughout the central and western parts of the county
and in larger areas in the southwestern part.. Renfrow
silt Joam makes up 40 to 70 percent of the mapping unit,
and the Kirkland silt loam makes up 80 to 50 percent.
Both the Renfrow and the Kirkland soils have a profile
like the ones described for their respective series. In-
cluded in mapping were areas of Vernon clay loam that
make up about 5 percent of this mapping unit.

Most of this mapping unit is used for pasture. In cul-
tivated areas intensive management is required to reduce
erosion. Controlled grazing of native pastures also is
needed so that grasses reseed each year. Many pastures
have been overgrazed, and in these only short grasses
and weeds remain. (Capability unit IVe-7; Claypan
Prairie range site; woodland suitability group 3)

Sand Dunes, Lincoln Material

Sand dunes, Lincoln material (Sa) occupies stabilized
sand dunes on the flood plains of the Arkansas and Salt
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Figure 12.—Profile of Renfrow silt loam, 3 to 5 percent slopes,

showing the blocky clay subsoil at a depth of 12 inches. The
lighter colored areas, at a depth of about 36 inches, are lime
concretions.

Fork Arkansas Rivers. It nomally occurs in narrow
bands that parallel the rivers. These bands are between
areas of Yahola, Lincoln, and Carr soils. The sand dunes
form choppy relief and rise as much as 20 feet but are gen-
erally only 5 to 10 feet high. Slopes range from 2 to 20
percent, but the dominant range is 3 to 12 percent.

The surface layer is neutral to calcareous loamy fine
sand to sand about 5 to 10 inches thick. - It ranges from
brown to grayish brown but normally is darker in areas
along the Arkansas River than in areas along the Salt
Fork Arkansas River. The substratum is loose, alkaline
or calcareous sands.

These sand dunes are excessively drained, are very
rapidly permeable, and have low water-holding capacity.
The higher sand dunes are not flooded, though associ-
ated Yahola, Lincoln, and Carr soils are flooded at times.

All of this land is in native vegetation and is used for
range. The sand dunes are generally stabilized by plum
thickets, sand bluestem, switchgrass, and some trees.
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When rainfall is ample, the production of desirable for-
age is fair, but in most seasons production is low.
(Capability unit VIs-1; Dune range site; woodland suit-
ability group 4)

Shellabarger Series

The Shellabarger series consists of deep soils that have
a sandy clay loam subsoil. These soils occupy very
gently sloping to sloping uplands, mainly northwest of
Washunga in the eastern part of the county. In other
parts of the connty, they occur in small areas within a few
miles of the major rivers. They developed in slightly acid,
sandy material that was laid down by water and then
partly reworked by wind.

The surface layer is very dark grayish-brown to dark-
brown fine sandy loam about 12 inches thick, Between
depths of 12 to 16 inches is a brown subsurface layer
that is slightly more clayey than the surface layer. The
subsurface layer has granular structure and 1s friable
when moist. The subsoil, about 26 inches thick, is brown
to reddish-brown sandy clay loam that has subangular
blocky structure. Below a depth of 42 inches is yellow-
ish-red sandy loam that has weak granular structure.
Shellabarger soils are medium acid in the upper part of
the profile and medium acid to neutral in the lower part.

Shellabarger soils are well drained. They take in
water well and are moderately high in plant nutrients.
In cultivated areas, however, they are susceptible to wind
and water evosion. The hazard of water erosion in-
creases as the degree and length of the slopes increase.

Most of the acreage of these soils is cultivated to many
kinds of crops. Yields are favorable. Small grains are
the principal crops, but these soils are also well suited to
vegetables and other truck crops. Response of crops to
good management is excellent to high. In native pas-
tures the vegetation consists of bluestem, switchgrass,
indiangrass, and a few scattered oak trees in some areas.

Shellabarger fine sandy loam, 1 to 3 percent slopes
(ShB).—This soil occurs-on very gentle slopes of divides
that are next to more sloping areas of Norge and Vanoss
soils. In cultivated fields the surface layer of this soil is
slightly darker and thicker than that of the more sloping
Shellabarger soils. In some small areas west of 'I'on-
kawa, small, waterworn pebbles occur in the profile. In-
cluded in the areas mapped as this soil are small areas
that have a loamy fine sand surface layer. These are
former areas of Shellabarger fine sandy loam that have
been eroded by wind.

Most all of this soil is cultivated. It is easy to till and
is suited to all crops grown in the county. It is less sus-
ceptible to water erosion than more sloping Shellabarger
solls and slightly more productive. (Capability unit
ITe-2; Sandy Prairie range site; woodland suitability
group 1) o

Shellabarger fine sandy loam, 3 to 5 percent slopes
(ShC).—This soil is on uniform uplands in close association
with other Shellabarger soils and with soils of the
Dougherty-Eufaula complex. Because runoff is moder-
ate to rapid, the surface layer has been thinned slightly
by water erosion in places. Included in areas mapped as
this soil are spots that have a loamy fine sand surface
layer. In these spots wind erosion has been more severe
than normal.

SOIL SURVEY

About three-fourths of this soil is cultivated, and the
rest is meadow and pasture. Small grains, tame pasture,
and truck crops are the principal crops. This soil is
easily worked. Crops respond well to.improved manage-
ment and produce favorable yields. ((Elapability unit
ITle-4; Sandy Prairie range site; woodland suitability
group 2)

Shellabarger fine sandy loam, 5 to 8 percent slopes
{ShD}.—Most of this soil is on uniform sloping uplands
east of Newkirk beyond the Arkansas River. M%wh of the
acreage is narrow bands above the heads of entrenched
drainageways.

Runoff and erosion are the main hazards in cultivated
areas. In most cultivated fields, erosion has thinned the
surface layer so that it is thinner than the one described
for the series. In about 25 to 50 percent of the cultivated
acreage, subsoil material has been mixed into the surface
layer. Included in mapping were areas that have a
loamy fine sand surface layer. These included areas
adjoin Dougherty-Eufaula complexes.

Most of this so1l is in native grass. In cultivated areas
the crops are about the same as those on the less sloping
Shellabarger soils.

‘Because the hazards of wind and water erosion are
moderately severe, the practices needed are good manage-
ment of crop residue, use of a suitable cropping system,
terracing, and contour farming. Varying the depth of
tillage reduces the formation of a plowpan. Grazing is
good on pasture. (Capability unit IVe-5; Sandy Prairie
range site; woodland suitability group 3)

Sogn Series

In the Sogn series are very shallow soils on uplands
in the more sloping eastern part of the county, which is
commonly called the Bluestem Hills, These soils devel-
oped from weathered limestone and calcareous shale.

The surface layer, about 9 inches thick, is generally very
dark gray silty clay loam that has strong, medium, gran-
ular structure. It contains fragments of partly weath-
ered limestone. An abrupt, irregular boundary separates
the surface layer from the underlying limestone bedrock.
Crevices extend deep in the limestone. In spots these
crevices are filled with dark-colored material from the
surface layer. This material reaches to a depth of 15
inches in the cracks. A few grass roots follow the cracks
to a depth of several feet. The surface layer of Sogn
soils ranges from silty clay loam to stony clay loam or
silt loam In texture and from very dark gray to very
dark brown in color. Rock crops out at the surface in
places, and fragments of limestone are generally on the
surface and throughout the profile. '

Sogn soils are high in natural fertility. They are well
drained, and the water table is never above the sub-
stratum. Infiltration is moderate to rapid, and internal
drainage is rapid. The water-holding capacity is limited -
because the soil material is thin over bedrock. Conse-
quently, these soils are droughty.

These very shallow, stony, droughty soils are not suit-
able for cultivation. They are suited to native grasses.
Big bluestem grows where these soils are deepest, and
short grasses grow where the soils are very shallow.

Sogn soils, 1 to 3 percent slopes (SnB).—These soils
occur in small very gently sloping areas above the prom-
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inent limestone escarpments that are in the Sogn-Sum-
mit complex. In the extreme northeastern corner of the
county, fragments of chert are common on these soils. In
about 5 to 10 percent of the acreage west of the Arkan-
sas River, the surface layer is less grayish than the very
shallow profile described for the Sogn series.

These soils are used for pasture consisting of native
grasses, but they are not productive during periods of
dry weather. Management is difficult. To control ero-
sion, a permanent cover of grass is needed, as well as
protection from overgrazing. Good pastures can be
maintained on these soils in periods iof. normal or high
rainfall. (Capability unit VIIs-1; Very Shallow range
site; woodland suitability group 4)

Sogn-Summit complex, 5 to 20 percent slopes (SsF).—
This complex occupies prominent limestone escarpments
and rocky colluvial foot slopes in the more dissected east-
ern part of the county. Tt is part of the native grass
prairie of the Bluestem Hills. The soils in this mapping
unit occur in such an intricate pattern that it was not
practical to show them separately on the soil map. Al-
though the proportions of the soils vary from place to
place, this complex generally is about 60 percent Sogn
soils, 80 percent Summit silty clay loam, and 10 percent
a shallow soil that developed in beds of clay interbedded
with limestone. A profile typical of the Summit soil
is described for the Summit series.

In this mapping unit limestone exposures are numer-
ous, the deep to moderately deep soils are intermingled
with the very shallow soils, slopes are gentle to precipi-
tous, and gullies are deep. The limestone exposures are
continwous on broken ledges, and in many places there
is a vertical drop of 3 to 10 feet. In most areas these
ledges are bands on the upper part of the slope that wind
around the slope break at about the same level. Below
the limestone ledges, Summit soils are intermingled with
Sogn soils. In these areas the underlying material is
unweathered reddish-brown to grayish clay. As the
geologic erosion continues, many of the limestone ledges
slough off and tumble downward. ILater they become
partly covered with colluvial soil material. Because
slopes are moderately steep, narrow active gullies occur
in many places below the ledges.

This extensive complex occurs on almost every ranch
in the eastern part of the county. All of the acreage is
native rangeland. The vegetation is mostly native
grasses, but some trees grow on the steeper slopes adja-
cent to the Arkansas River and smaller streams. Graz-
ing is poor in areas where the soils are very shallow but
is good or excellent where the soils are deeper. Large
limestone ‘quarries are in areas of this mapping unit.
(Capability unit VIIs-1; Sogn soils in the Very Shallow
range site and woodland suitability group 4, and Summit
soils in the Loamy Prairie range site and woodland suit-
ability group 3)

Summit Series

The Summit soils are deep and moderately deep, mod-
erately fine textured and fine textured soils on uplands,
mainly in the more dissected northeastern part of the
county. Gently sloping Summit soils also occur in the
north-central and southwestern parts of the county. These
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soils developed in residuum from limestone interbedded
with dark-colored shale and clay.

The surface layer is 8 to 18 inches thick and consists
of very dark gray to very dark grayish-brown silty clay
loam that is friable and medium acid or slightly acid.
It has strong, coarse and medium, granular structure.
The upper part of the subsoil is 7 to 15 inches thick and
consists of very dark grayish-brown heavy silty clay
loam that is very firm when moist. It has moderate,
medium, blocky structure. Below a depth of about 28
inches, the subsoil is brown, blocky clay that contains a
few iron concretions and some chert ragments. At a
depth of about 32 inches, the soil material is brown, mas-
sive clay that contains small fragments of chert and
partly weathered limestone. The depth to bedrock ranges
from 24 inches to more than 5 feet.

These soils are well drained in most places but are
excessively drained in sloping areas. They are slowly
and very slowly permeable, have moderate capacity to
absorb water, and tend to be somewhat droughty in ex-
tended dry periods. These soils contain a good supply
of organic matter in areas that are not eroded. Unless
management is good, accelerated water erosion is likely.

Most of the acreage of Summit soils is cultivated,
mainly to small grains, alfalfa, and sorghums. Crop
yields are favorable. In native pastures stands of big
and little bluestems are good and provide excellent forage.

Summit silty clay loam, 1 to 3 percent slopes (SuB).—
This soil occurs mainly in rather large, uniform, very
gently sloping areas. A large area of this kind is about
11 miles east of Newkirk. Several small areas, with =
total acreage of less than 50 acres, have slopes of slightly
less than 1 percent. The profile of this soil is similar to
the one described for the series.

In rangeland are low swales or old buffalo wallows that
remain wet for several days after heavy rains. In some
cultivated fields, erosion has slightly thinned the surface
layer and a few small slickspots occur.

Much of this soil is cultivated. Small grains, sorghum,
and alfalfa are the chief crops. Although this soil is
naturally productive, many farmers have profited by
adding nitrogen and phospﬁate. Controlling water ero-
sion and maintaining soil structure and fertility are prac-
tices that help to insure favorable yields continuously.
Erosion is reduced by constructing terraces, managing
crop residue, and seeding legumes. In grassland, protec-
tion from overgrazing is needed so that desirable native
grasses grow more vigorously. (Capability unit ITe~1;
Loamy Prairie range site; woodland suitability group 2)

Summit silty clay loam, 3 to 5 percent slopes (SuC).—
This soil occupies gently sloping uplands, mainly on col-
luvial foot slopes. It lies below Sogn-Summit complex,
5 to 20 percent slopes, east of the Arkansas River and be-
low Owens clay, 8 to 12 percent slopes, in the north-cen-
tral and southwestern parts of the county.

In some areas, especially in slightly eroded cultivated
fields, the surface layer is thinner than typical. Lime-
stone is near the surface in seme places on the colluvial
slopes. In areas near Owens soils, the color of the sub-
stratum is olive gray. A few slickspots occur in culti-
vated fields. Much of this soil is still in native bluestem
pasture. Yields of cultivated crops are favorable, but
slightly lower than those on the very gently sloping
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Summit soils. (Capability unit ITTe-2; Loamy Prairie
range site; woodland suitability group 3)

Summit silty clay, 3 to 5 percent slopes, eroded
(SyC2).—This soil is mostly on colluvial foot slopes below
the adjoining Sogn-Summit complex, 5 to 20 percent
slopes, or in areas of strongly sloping Owens soils, In
places much of the granular surface layer of this Sum-
mit soil is washed away by the water rushing down from
higher slopes. This soil has a_spotty appearance be-
cause erosion is not uniform. It has a thinner, more
clayey surface layer than the soil described for the Sum-
mif series. In some small areas the subsoil is exposed.
In many places tillage has mixed subsoil material with
the original surface layer. A few small slickspots occur
in the more eroded areas.

Surface runoff is rapid. TFertility and the supply of
organic matter are moderately low. Response of crops
to good management, including fertilization, is poor in
areas where the subsoil is exposed.

About 60 percent of this soil is cultivated to small
grains. The rest is abandoned cropland. Some aveas
have been reseeded to native grasses, but in many areas
the stand of grass, dominantly three-awn, is poor. *(Ca-
pability unit I1Te-3; Loamy Prairie range site; wood-
land suitability group 3)

Tabler Series

The Tabler series consists of deep, dark-colored soils
that have very slowly permeable clay subsoil and are
commonly called claypan soils. These soils are in slight
depressions or nearly level areas in the central and west-
ern parts of the county. Large areas are west of Ponca
City and west of Blackwell. These soils formed in cal-
careous clay to heavy clay loam alluvium or in residuum
from underlying Permian clay and shale.

The surface layer is dark-gray silt loam that averages
8 to 10 inches in thickness. It has granular structure
and is medium acid to slightly acid. The boundary be-
tween the silt loam surface layer and the clay subsoil is
abrupt (fig. 13). The subsoil, about 24 to 30 inches
thick, is very dark gray clay that has blocky structure
when dry but appears massive when moist. Below a
depth of about 3 feet is lighter colored, less dense, brown
silty clay that is mottled with gray and dark yellowish
brown. The upper part of the subsoil is slightly acid to
neutral, and the lower pant is alkaline. A few small
concretions of calcium carbonate normally occur at a
depth of about 32 inches. :

Tabler soils have slow runoff and internal drainage
and are wet for short but significant periods. Periods of
wetness are shortest in a few places where the slopes are
less than 1 percent. Soil blowing is a temporary hazard
when @ surface crust forms after intense rains. Tabler
soils have moderately high natural fertility.

These soils are well suited to small grains and grain
sorghum. Wheat is the main cash crop. The main limi-
tation to production is lack of sufficient moisture. In
small pastures or meadows, the native vegetation is a
mixture of tall and short grasses.

Tabler silt loam, 0 to 1 percent slopes (TaA).—This
extensive soil is on flat uplands, normally in large areas.
Its clay subsoil is slowly permeable. Included in mapping
are a few small areas of Tabler soil that have a clay

Figw_'e 13.—Profile of Tabler silt loam, 0 to 1 percent slopes,
showing the abrupt boundary b;tween the surface layer and the
subsoil. i

loam surface layer. Other inclusions are areas of Kirk-
land silt loam, 1 to 3 percent slopes, of Waurika silt loam,
and of Bethany silt loam, 0 to 1 percent slopes.

The larger areas of this Tabler soil are well suited to
the use of modern farm equipment. About 95 percent
of this soil is cultivated, and the rest is in native grasses.
Crop yields are good. Water erosion is a hazard in the
more sloping areas and on long uniform slopes that are
less than 1 percent. Returning all crop residue to the
soil, tilling at a minimum, and seeding legumes are prac-
tices that T}elp to control wind erosion and water erosion
by increasing the intake of water and reducing surface
crusting. (Capability unit IIs-1; Claypan Prairie range
site; woodland suitability group 3)

Vanoss Series

The Vanoss series consists of deep, brown, friable, loamy
soils, These soils are on level to sloping high terraces,
within a few miles of rivers. Vanoss soils developed in
unconsolidated, light-colored, loamy deposits that contain
a large amount of weatherable minerals. The vegetation
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was tall native grasses, mostly bluestem and indiangrass.

The surface layer is about 16 inches thick and consists
of brown silt loam that is friable, has a granular struc-
ture, and is easy to till. The subsoil, 22 inches thick, is
brown silty clay loam that has subangular blocky strue-
ture and crumbles readily when crushed. It is permea-
ble to roots, air, and water and has high water-holding
capacity. Below a depth of about 88 inches, the silty
clay loam soil material is lighter colored than that above
and ranges from brown to reddish brown.

These soils are well drained and fertile. Their per-
meable subsoil readily gives up moisture to plants and
enables them to withstand drought much better than
crops on the finer textured claypan soils. Crops on Van-
oss soils respond to additions of fertilizer, use of legumes,
and other management. Water erosion is-a hazard on
the more sloping Vanoss soils. Seasonal blowing is also
a hazard, especially where the surface crusts after heavy
rains.

Vanoss soils are among the best soils of the terraces
and uplands in the county for general crops. Most of
their acreage is cultivated to small grains, alfalfa, sor-
ghum, and minor crops. Yields are continuously favor-
able if management is good. Stands of big bluestem
and little bluestem are excellent if they are not over-
grazed.

Vanoss silt loam, 0 to 1 percent slopes (VoA).—This
soil oceurs on level to weakly concave, uniform, high
terraces of the Arkansas and Salt Fork Arkansas Rivers.
In most places the profile of this soil is similar to the
one described for the Vanoss series, but in some areas
along the Salt Fork Arkansas River, the profile is slight-
ly less silty.

This soil is excellent for farming. It is easily worked.
Runoff is slow, infiltration is good, and there is no or
only slight ervosion.

Except for small areas south of Ponca City, nearly all
of the acreage is cultivated. (Capability unit I-2; Loamy
Prairie range site; woodland suitability group 1)

Vanoss silt loam, 1 to 3 percent slopes (VaB).—This
soil borders nearly level Vanoss soils on the more uni-
form less sloping areas and, in places, occupies very
gently convex crests of ridges above the moore sloping
Vanoss soils. The largest area is an intermittent belt
north of the Salt Fork Arkansas River. This belt is 1
to 2 miles wide. It extends from the Grant County line
through Tonkawa to a point south of Ponca City. In-
cluded in mapping, along the Salt Fork Arkansas River,
were areas in which the surface layer is more sandy
than normal,

The surface layer of this soil is slightly lighter colored
than that of the soil described for the Vanoss series and
is generally 2 to 4 inches thinner. In areas near or in
natural drainageways, erosion has thinned the surface
layer and has formed a few rills.

Although runoft is medium and much of the rainfall
is absorbed by the soil, terraces and contour farming are
needed in many areas to reduce the loss of soil. Wind
erosion is a hazard in some years.

Most of this soil is cultivated. Yields of crops are
average or above average. (Capability unit Tle-1;
Loamy Prairie range site; woodland suitability group 1)

Vanoss silt loam, 3 to 5 percent slopes (VaC).—This
soil is on old stream terraces that have a convex surface.
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Most of it is in high positions, mainly above the Arkan-
sas River.

This gently sloping soil has a thinner surface layer
and is slightly darker than the soil described for the
Vanoss series, and generally it has a less clayey subsoil.
The subsoil is light clay loam in most places. In culti-
vated fields water erosion has removed 20 to 40 percent
of the surface layer. Erosion is most noticeable around
the heads of drainageways where water concentrates.

About four-fifths of this soil is cultivated, and the rest
is in native grass. Partly because water erosion is a
hazard, small grains, mainly winter wheat, are the main
crops grown. (Capability unit ITTe-2; Loamy Prairie
range site; woodland suitability group 2)

Vanoss silt loam, 5 to 8 percent slopes (VaD).—This
soil occupies the convex slopes of old stream terraces
that are high above the Arkansas River and other large
streams. It occurs closely with Vanoss silt loam, 3 to 5
percent slopes, and other Vanoss soils, and it has a
thinner surface layer than those soils. Sheet erosion and
gully erosion have removed one-fourth to one-half of the
surface layer from most cultivated areas, but deep gullies
are few. This soil is susceptible to severe gullying.

About one-half of this soil is cultivated. In cultivated
fields terraces and contonr farming are needed to reduce
loss of soil and to help prevent deep gullying. On the
stronger short slopes, permanent cover is a better use
than cultivated crops because it protects against gully
erosion. In most pastures big bluestem and little blue-
stem grow in good stands. (Capability unit IVe-3;
Loamy Prairie range site; woodland suitability group 3)

Vernon Series

The Vernon soils are shallow (fig. 14) over reddish-
brown, calcareous, compact clay of Permian age. These
soils occupy gentle to strong slopes along the breaks of
valleys, mostly in the southwestern part of the county.

The surface layer is reddish-brown, calcareous, granu-
lar heavy clay loam that contains a few small fragments
of partly weathered siltstone and shale. This layer is
about 6 inches thick in cultivated fields and about 8
inches thick in native pastures. Underlying the surface
layer is reddish-brown clay about 4 to 12 inches thick.
This layer is very slowly permeable to water. It grades
to reddish-brown, calcareous beds of clay that are es-
sentially unaltered. The clay beds are generally at a
depth of 10 to 20 inches in the less sloping Vernon soils,
blut they are commonly exposed at the surface of strong
slopes.

Vernon soils have rapid runoff and are highly suscep-
tible to erosion. They are droughty because a large
amount of water runs off and the available water-holding
capacity is low.

Most of the acreage of Vernon soils is used for pasture.
Small grains, the main cultivated crops, produce moder-
ately low yields. Many of the pastures are overgrazed.
The native plants in the better pastures consists chiefly
of buffalograss, grama, and some bluestem.

Vernon clay loam, 3 to 5 percent slopes (VeC).—This
shallow soil occupies uplands, normally below broken
areas of Vernon soils, 5 to 12 percent slopes. It has a -
profile similar to the one described for the series. The
clay loam surface layer is underlain by a very slowly
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Included in areas mapped as this
soil are some small areas that have a clay surface layer.
In cultivated fields the surface layer has been thinned
by erosion.

This soil is not well suited to cultivation, but about 70

permeable subsoil.

percent is cultivated. Small grains are the main crops.
Practices that reduce erosion, conserve moisture, and
maintain fertility are farming on terraces and on the
contour, managing crop residue well, and using soil-
improving crops. Controlling grazing lessens the increase
of undesirable grasses and weeds. (Capability unit
IVe-1; Red Clay Prairie range site; woodland suitabil-
ity group 3) S

Vernon soils, 5 to 12 percent slopes (VsE).—This soil
is in the southwestern part of the county in rough,
broken areas characterized by escarpments and drainage-
Ways. o

In the deeper areas of these soils, the profile is similar
to the one described for the series. In many areas, how-
ever, raw clay and shale are exposed at the surface.
Also, the surface layer ranges from silt loam to clay
loam or clay in texture and from 5 to 20 inches in
thickness. The surface layer is underlain by reddish-
brown raw clay and shale. Clay.and shale crop out,
mainly around the rim of escarpments. Slopes exceed
12 percent on some escarpments. Some areas are capped
by a thin bed of reddish sandstone, and other areas are
marked by small outcrops of blue and gray shale.

Because Vernon soils are shallow, strongly sloping,
and susceptible to erosion, they are not cultivated. Pas-

ture is the most economical use, but even if management
is good, forage suitable for grazing is difficult to main-
tain. Among the best suited grasses are sideoats grama,
blue grama, and little bluestem. HHeavily grazed areas
are infested with annual grasses, hairy tridens, and three-
awn. By preventing overgrazing and using other good
practices, forage is increased, rapid runoff is slowed, and
erosion is reduced. (Capability unit VIe-5; Red Clay
Prairie range site; woodland suitability group 4)

Waurika Series

The soils in the Waurika series are on uplands in level
to slightly concave areas, where they occur mainly with
the Tabler soils. The largest areas are between Ponca
City and Tonkawa. Waurika soils have a clay subsoil
that absorbs water very slowly. In most places these
soils developed in calcareous clay to heavy clay loam
alluvium, but in some areas they devéloped in residuum
from the underlying clay and shale of the Wellington
formation.

The surface layer is friable silt loam 8 to 12 inches
thick. The upper part is gray and has weak granular
structure, and the lower 2 to 5 inches is light gray
and structureless. An abrupt boundary separates the
surface layer and the subsoil.

The subsoil is_dark-gray silty .clay. that- extends to a
depth of 32 inches. It has blocky structure. The surface
of the peds are shiny because it is covered with a colloi-
dal varnish called clay skins. Water moves very slowly
through the subsoil. Because the clay in the subsoil
expands when it is wet and contracts when it dries, these
solls crack in many places during extremely dry periods.
The cracks close when it rains and the clay is again
moistened.

The layer between depths of 82 and 36 inches is much
like the layer above except that it contains small black
concretions. Between depths of 36 and 42 inches is
dark-gray silty clay containing concretions of calcium
carbonate. The underlying substratum is at a depth of
4 or 5 feet. It is less clayey than the subsoil and is com-
monly mottled with dark yellowish brown to shades of
gray. The surface layer is strongly acid to slightly acid.
The subsoil is neutral to slightly acid in the uppermost
few inches and is alkaline in the lower part.

The Waurika soils are moderately high in natural
fertility. They are somewhat poorly drained. After
heavy rains, surface water remains for some time in the
level and depressional areas. Most of the water remains
on the surface until it evaporates because little water
passes through the clay subsoil. Water erosion is not
likely on these soils, but wind erosion is a temporary
hazard when the surface crusts after heavy rains.

These soils are suited to small grains and grain sor-
ghum. Good stands of small grains, especially wheat, are
difficult to establish because water often covers the sur-
face. But in summer, grain sorghum is frequently dam-
aged because not enough water 1s available. These soils
are difficult to manage, for they are droughty in summer
and may have excessive water on the surface at other
times. Available moisture can be increased in these soils
by seeding sweetclover, alfalfa, and other deep-rooted
legumes. The roots of these plants loosen these soils
and allow more water to penetrate.
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Waurika silt loam (0 to 1 percent slopes) (Wa).—This
somewhat poorly drained, light-colored soil occupies
level depressions in the central and western parts of the
county. It occurs mainly within areas of Tabler silt
loam, but, on the high terraces of the Arkansas and Salt
_quk Arkansas Rivers, it occurs within areas of Vanoss
soils.

In the depressions this soil stays wet for a week or 10
days longer than the associated Tabler silt loam, 0 to 1
percent slopes. The depressions are drained through a
system of shallow open ditches that is locally called
turtle-back drainage.

Most of this soil is cultivated to small grains and grain
sorghum, but a few areas are in pasture of tall and short
native grasses. Crop yields are fairly favorable, but
they vary as the rainfall varies. Ixcess moisture or the
lack of moisture seriously limits the production of crops.
The very slowly permeable clay subsoil has low available
moisture capacity. Practices that prevent surface crust-
ing and increase the intake of water are plowing under
crop residue, tilling at a minimum, and seeding legumes.
(Capability unit iIs—Q; Claypan Prairie range site;
woodland suitability group 3)

Yahola Series

Soils of the Yahola series are deep, light colored, and
loamy to sandy. They are along the $alt Fork Arkansas
and Chikaskia Rivers on low bottom lands that are sub-
ject to flooding. These soils developed in alkaline to cal-
careous stratified sediments that were recently deposited.
Fresh material is deposited during the recurrent floods.

These soils generally have a brown fine sandy loam sur-
face layer and a light-brown loamy fine sand subsurface
layer. Together these layers are about 23 inches thick.
They are friable when moist. The upper part of the
underlying substratum is reddish-brown, calcareous loam
that is stratified with sandier and more clayey material.
This layer has moderate, medium, granular structure and
is friable when moist. Below a depth of 35 inches is
calcareous, yellowish-red, structureless loamy fine sand
that is loose when dry.

Yahola soils absorb water readily and have rapid to
moderate internal drainage. The depth to the water
table is commonly 5 to 20 feet. These soils are flooded
at intervals that range from 2 to 10 years, but the fre-
quency of floods on the low bottom lands along the Salt
Fork Arkansas River has been reduced by the construc-
tion of the Great Salt Plains Reservoir. This reservoir
is upriver in Alfalfa County. Soil blowing is common
on these soils, especially where the surface layer is loamy
fine sand. These soils are easy to till.

Most of the acreage is cultivated. In some places all
crops common in the county can be grown, but the choice
of crops is limited in areas where the content of organic
matter is low and flooding is likely. In permanent pas-
tures the vegetation is mixed and consists of tall grasses
and scatterings of cottonwood, elm, and hackberry.

Yahola fine sandy loam (0 to 1 percent slopes) (Ya).—
This soil generally has a calcareous fine sandy loam sur-
face layer and stratified sandy to clayey lower horizons
like those in the profile described for the Yahola series,
but it is more sandy in higher areas than it is in low
swalelike areas. Included in mapping were a few small
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areas of Yahola loamy fine sand. Inclusions of Miller
clay occur in some of the swalelike areas. :

Wind erosion is generally the main limitation in culti-
vated areas, but flooding is also a hazard. During severe
floods, some areas of this soil are deeply scoured and
others are covered by deep deposits of sandy material.

About four-fifths of this soil is cultivated. The rest,
mostly narrow, parallel bands separated by Sand dunes,
Lincoln material, is used for pasture. (Capability unit
ITw-3; Loamy Bottom-land range site; woodland suita-
bility group 1)

Yahola loamy fine sand (0 to 2 percent slopes) (Yf).—
This soil is on level to very gently undulating areas on
flood bottoms of the Salt Fork Arkansas River. It occurs
with Yahola fine sandy loam and Sand dunes, Lincoln
material.

This soil is more sandy and has a thinner profile than
the soils described for the Yahola series. The surface
layer is a structureless loamy fine sand that is alkaline to
calcareous. It is underlain by 5 to 12 inches of reddish-
brown loamy fine sand that 1s very friable when moist.
Below a depth of 12 inches is the substratum consisting
of reddish-yellow loamy fine sand. It is structureless
and strongly caleareous. Thin bands of reddish, finer
textured material are common in the substratum.

This soil is susceptible to severe wind erosion. It has
low water-holding capacity and is somewhat droughty.
The surface layer contains only a small amount of or-
ganic matter.

About one-half of this soil is cropped to small grains,
and the rest is in native pasture. Productivity is mod-
erate to low. Xissential on this soil are crops that pro-
duce large amounts of crop residue. (Capability unit
IITs-1; §andy Bottom-land range site; woodland suita-
bility group 2)

Use and Management of Soils

The soils of Kay County are used extensively for culti-
vated crops, pasture, and native range. This section ex-
plains how the soils may be used for these main purposes
and also for windbreaks and post lots, for wildlife, and
in the building of highways, farm ponds, and other engi-
neering structures. Also given are predicted yields of
the principal crops under two levels of management.

The management of crops and pasture, of range, and
of windbreaks and post lots is discussed by groups of
soils. To determine the soils in each of these groups,
refer to the “Guide to Mapping Units” at the back of
this survey.

This section is a general guide for managing soils; it
does not suggest specific management for individual soils.

Management of Soils for Cultivated
Crops and Pasture?

The main objectives of good management in this
county are control of erosion, maintenance of the supply
of organic matter, improvement or maintenance of tilth,

*By M. D. GAMBIE, conservation agronomist, Soil Conservation
Service.
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and conservation of moisture.
crusting also requires attention.

The most effective way of controlling erosion on the
soils in this county is using a carefully chosen set of
practices. Suitable practices are growing a winter cover
crop; keeping crop residue on or near the surface; prac-
ticing minimum tillage; stripcropping; growing grasses,
legumes, or both in a long-term rotation with tilled crops;
constructing terraces; farming on the contour; keeping
waterways in sod; applying lime and fertilizer where
needed ; and growing tame pasture plants.

The cropping system selected has much to do with the
success of management. Under a good system, the soil
can be kept in good tilth and protected from erosion;
and weeds, insects, and plant diseases can be controlled.
Growing crops that produce a large amount of residue
is also part of a-good cropping system. Crops other than
legumes can be used for this purpose. If small grains
are grown and the straw is left as residue, it is fre-
quently necessary to add nitrogen to hasten the decom-
position of the straw. This, however, is not a substitute
for additions of nitrogen as plant food for better crop
yields.

Alfalfa is generally a beneficial soil-building legume.
Legumes seeded with bermudagrass are grown for tame
pasture and, under good management, produce favorable
yields of forage. Tame pasture plants and native grasses
are excellent soil conditioners and are appropriate parts
of a long-term cropping system.

Wheat, mainly winter wheat, is the most extensive crop
in Kay County. It is usually seeded between September
15 and October 15. In some years a considerable acre-
age of wheat is used for winter pasture. Barley is also
used for winter pasture. Sorghum is grown mostly on
the soils of the uplands. All of the forage sorghum is
used on farms and ranches in the county, mostly as sil-
age. Alfalfa, generally planted late in August, is grown
in large areas along stream bottoms, and in years of
favorable moisture, in the uplands. Oats are also grown
in this county, mainly as feed for livestock. Oats are
generally planted in spring following grain sorghum.

In some places surface

Capability Groups of Soils

Capability classification is the grouping of soils to
show, in a general way, their suitability for most kinds
of farming. Tt is a practical classification based on limi-
tations of the soils, the risk of damage when they are
used, and the way they respond to treatment. The soils
are classified according to degree and kind of permanent
limitation, but without consideration of major and gen-
erally expensive landforming that would change the
slopes, depth, or other characteristics of the soils; and with-
out consideration of possible major reclamation projects.

In the capability system, all kinds of soils are grouped
at three levels, the capability class, subclass, and unit.
These are discussed in the following paragraphs.

Capapmiry Crasses, the broadest grouping, arve desig-
nated by Roman numerals I through VIII. As the
numerals increase, they indicate progressively greater
limitations and narrower choices for practical use. The
classes are defined as follows:
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Class I. Soils have few limitations that restrict
their use.

Class TI. Soils have some limitations that reduce
the choice of plants or require moderate con-
servation practices.

Class III. Soils have severe limitations that reduce
the choice of plants, require special conservation
practices, or both.

Class TV. Soils have very severe limitations that
restrict the choice of pf;nts, require very careful
management, or both.

Class V. Soils subject to little or no erosion but
have other limitations, impractical to remove,
that limit their use largely to pasture, range,
woodland, or wildlife food and cover.

Class VI. Soils have severe limitations that make
them generally unsuited to cultivation and limit
their use largely to pasture or range, woodland,
or wildlife food and cover.

Class VII. Soils have very severe limitations that
make them unsuited to cultivation and that re-
strict their use largely to grazing, woodland, or
wildlife.

Class VIII. Soils and landforms have limitations
that preclude their use for commercial plant
production and restrict their use to recreation,
wildlife, or water supply, or to esthetic
purposes.

CaraBriiry SUBCLASSES are soil groups within one
class; they are designated by adding a small letter, e, 1w,
8, or ¢, to the class numeral, for example, ITe. The letter
e shows that the main limitation is risk of erosion unless
close-growing plant cover is maintained; w shows that
water in or on the soil interferes with plant growth or
cultivation (in some soils the wetness can be partly cor-
rected by artificial drainage); s shows that the soil is
limited mainly because it is shallow, droughty, or stony;
and ¢, used 1n only some parts of the Umted States,
shows that the chief limitation is climate that is too cold
or too dry.

In class I there are no subclasses, because the soils of
this class have few limitations. Class V can contain, at
the most, only subclasses indicated by w, s, and ¢, becanse
the soils in it are subject to little or no erosion, though
they have other limitations that restrict their use largcﬁy
to pasture, range, woodland, wildlife, or recreation.

Capapmuiry Untrs are soil groups within the subclasses.
The soils in one capability unit are enough alike to be
suited to the same crops and pasture plants, to require
similar management, and to have similar productivity
and other responses to management. Thus, the capabil-
ity unit is a convenient grouping for making many state-
ments about management of soils. CapabiTity units are
generally designated by adding an Arabic numeral to
the subclass symbol, for example, ITe~1, or ITe-2. Thus,
in one symbol, the Roman numeral designates the capa-
bility class, or degree of limitation, and the small letter
indicates the subclass, or kind of limitation, as defined in
the foregoing paragraph.

Management by capability units

In the following pages, the capability units in Kay
County are described and suggestions for the use and



KAY COUNTY, OKLAHOMA 33

management of the soils are given. To find the names
of the soils in any given unit, refer to the “Guide to
Mapping Units” at the back of this soil survey.

CAPABILITY UNIT I-1

This capability unit consists of deep, silty or loamy
soils that are on nearly level botbom lands above the
normal level of overflow. These soils occur along the
rivers and other large streams of the county.

The soils in this unit are fertile, productive, and
drought resistant. They are well drained or moderately
well drained and have high water-holding capacity.
Plant roots penetrate to a depth of several feet, but
tillage is moderately difficult on Brewer silty clay loam
and McLain silty clay loam.

The soils of this capability unit are among the best
for farming in the county. Yields of all crops suited to
this area are favorable. Small grains, principally wheat,
and alfalfa are grown extensively. More alfalfa is pro-
duced as o cash crop on the soils of this unit than is pro-
duced on the soils of any other unit in the county (fig.
15). Soil tilth can be maintained by growing wheat or

Figure 15.—Baled alfalfa hay on Reinach and Brewer soils.

another high residue crop continuously and returning
all the straw and other residue to the soil. Silage crops
" or other crops that leave little residue should be grown
for not more than 6 consecutive years and followed by at
least 2 years of a high residue crop. Alfalfa is a good
cash crop on these soils, and many farmers have had
excellent results from a rotation of wheat and alfalfa.
If Austrian winter peas or some other crop for winter
cover follows the silage crop or some other low residue
crop, the water intake increases and the content of or-
ganic matter is maintained.

CAPABILITY UNIT I-2

In this capability unit are deep, well-drained, level and
nearly level soils on uplands. These soils have a loam or
silt loam surface layer and a clay loam or silty clay loam
subsoil.

The soils of this unit are fertile, friable, and easily
worked. They absorb and store water well and release

it readily to plants. To keep these soils productive, prac-
tices are needed that maintain fertility and soil strue-
ture. On some long slopes, erosion is a slight hazard.

These soils are suited to almost all crops commonly
grown in the area. Small grains, mostly wheat, sor-
ghum, and alfalfa are the main crops. Favorable yields
of wheat or some other close-growing crop that provides
a large amount of residue can be obtained continuously
if the straw or other residue is mixed into the soil. Re-
turning crop residue to these soils increases the intake of
moisture, reduces surface crusting, and adds organic
material. If a small grain is alternated with a legume,
yields are favorable and fertility and tilth are easily
maintained. Many farmers have excellent results when
they use a rotation consisting of wheat and alfalfa,
Austrian winter peas, or sweetclover. A winter cover
crop is needed after silage crops are cut or after the
harvesting of other crops that leave little residue. Till-
ing to a different depth each year helps to prevent the
formation of a plowpan.

CAPABILITY UNIT IIe-1

This unit consists of deep, well-drained, very gently
sloping soils on uplands. These soils are friable; they
have a loam, silt loam, or silty clay loam surface layer
and a clay loam to clay subsoil.

Generally, these soils are easy to till, but the Summit
soil in this unit is moderately difficult to till. DBecause
the water-holding capacity is good, crops on these soils
withstand dry periods better than those on many other
soils, especially those that have a claypan. If the soils
of this unit are to be kept productive, practices are
needed that control water erosion and that maintain soil
struncture and fertility.

The important crops grown on these soils are small
grains, sorghum, and alfalfa. Winter wheat is the main
crop. Yields of small grains or other close-growing
crops are favorable for 6 consecutive years, but after this
period, 2 years of alfalfa or sweetclover are needed.
These legumes and their residues help to maintain the
content of organic matter, to improve soil structure, and
to increase the intake of water. Use of terraces is
optional if this cropping .system is followed; or if a
small grain is grown continuously and fields are stub-
ble mulched. Stubble mulching increases infiltration of
moisture and helps to control erosion. If row crops are
grown, contour tillage and terraces are needed to reduce
erosion. A winter cover crop is needed after a silage
crop or some other crop that leaves little residue. Crops
grown on these soils respond well to additions of com-
mercial fertilizer. Lime is generally needed where leg-
umes are grown. Tilling at a different depth each year
helps to reduce the formation of a plowpan.

CAPABILITY UNIT He-2
Shellabarger fine sandy loam, 1 to 3 percent slopes, is
the only soil in this capability unit. This soil occurs on
uplands and is deep and well drained. Its very dark
grayish-brown to dark-brown surface layer grades to a
brown or reddish-brown sandy clay loam subsoil at a
depth of about 16 inches.
This soil is moderately high in natural fertility. It
has moderate permeability and good water-holding ca-
pacity. Wind erosion, including winnowing, is likely in
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areas that are not protected by a cover crop or plant

residue. Practices are needed that control wind and
water erosion, maintain soil fertility, and prevent
crusting.

This soil is suited to all crops grown in the county.
Small grains, sorghum, and legumes are commonly
grown. Favorable yields of winter wheat or other close-
growing crops can be produced for 6 consecutive years if
crop residue is used effectively after each crop is har-
vested. Before wheat is grown for another long period,
2 years of a soil-building crop are needed. If stubble
mulching is used and enough nitrogen is added, small
grains or other high residue crops produce favorable
yields year after year. Row crops can be grown on the
contour or on terraces for 6 consecutive years if the row
crops are followed by not less than 2 years of high resi-
due crops. A winter cover crop is needed after cutting
a silage crop, or after the harvesting of other crops that
leave little residue on the soil.

Stubble mulching is a good practice for controlling
wind and water erosion, increasing moisture infiltration,
and improving tilth. Varying the depth of tillage helps
to prevent the formation of a plowpan. Crops respond
readily to additions of fertilizer, and these soils are bene-
fited by the use of inoculated legumes.

CAPABILITY UNIT IIs-1

Only Tabler silt loam, 0 to 1 percent slopes, is in this
unit. It is a deep soil of the uplands. Its dark-gray,
slightly acid silt loam surface layer is underlain by a
dense, very slowly permeable clay subsoil at a depth of
8 inches.

The clay subsoil absorbs water very slowly and re-
stricts the growth of roots. The amount of water avail-
able to plants is limited. Runoft is slow, and water com-
monly ponds after heavy rains. Management is needed
that maintains structure and fertility, that increases the
intake of water, and that provides adequate surface
drainage in the depressions. Erosion is likely only in
areas adjacent to drainageways or very gentle slopes.

Crops suitable for this soil are small grains, other
close-growing crops, and sorghum. Not enough moisture
is available for corn or other crops that use a large
amount of moisture in summer. The yields of small
grains are more dependable than those of sorghum be-
cause the grain matures before dry weather comes in
summer. All residue from the small grains should be
returned to the soil. Other close-growing crops can be
seeded year after year, and they produce favorable yields
if good use is made of crop residue. If sweetclover,
alfalfa, and other deep-rooted legumes are grown, the
intake of water is increased and soil structure is im-
proved. Row crops can be grown for as long as 6 con-
secutive years if they are followed by at least 2 years of
legumes. The legumes help to maintain fertility and
tilth. Tillage that leaves part of the straw on the sur-
face reduces crusting and checks wind erosion. In the
small depressions, productivity can be increased by using
simple drainage practices.

CAPABILITY UNIT IIs-~2.

Only one soil—Waurika silt loam—is in this capability
unit. This deep soil is in level to depressional areas
of the uplands. Its gray silt loam surface layer is under-
lain by a clay subsoil that takes in water very slowly.

Figure 16.—Surface water ponded on Waurika silt loam several
days after rain.

The clay subsoil restricts the growth of roots and lim-
its the amount of water available to plants. Tillage is
moderately difficult. The content of organic matter is
medium to low and drought is likely in summer. After
heavy rains, however, water ponds on the surface (fig. 16).
In cultivated areas, adequate drainage is needed, especially
in years when rainfall 1s average or above.

Crops suitable for this soil are small grains, sorghum,
and legumes. Yields of small grains arve favorable, and
yields of sorghum and legumes are fairly favorable.
Surface crusting can be reduced by growing a high resi-
due crop half of the time and making good use of the
crop residue. Sweetclover or Austrian winter peas im-
prove soil structure and, by loosening the subsoil, im-
prove internal drainage. Crops that produce only a
small amount of residue should not be grown for more
than 4 consecutive years.

Open ditches or tile drains are suitable in most areas
for removing ponded surface water. To reduce crusting
and to check wind erosion, all residue from small grains
should be returned to the soil. Varying the depth of
tillage helps to prevent the formation of a plowpan.

CAPABILITY UNIT IIw~1

Only Carwile-Pratt complex, undulating, is in this
capability unit. This complex is on uplands and consists
of soils that have a surface layer generally ranging from
fine sandy loam to loamy fine sand.

The Carwile soils are in depressions and have a very
slowly permeable, mottled clay subsoil. They are some-
what poorly drained. The Pratt soils are very gently
sloping and have a rapidly permeable loamy fine sand
subsoil. On the soils in this complex, practices are
needed to improve drainage, control wind erosion, and
maintain fertility.

Crops suitable for these soils are small grains, sor-
ghum, and legumes. A good cropping system consists of
small grains grown for 6 years and followed by 2 years
of sweetclover or alfalfa. It is not advisable to grow
row crops for more than 4 consecutive years. After each
row crop is harvested, a winter cover crop should be
seeded to protect these soils from blowing late in winter
and early in spring.
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Draining the depressions helps to insure crop produc-
tion in years of average or above average rainfall, Till-
age that roughens the surface and stubble mulching are
effective in controlling wind erosion. Plowing under leg-
umes and returning all crop residue to the soils help to
maintain the content of organic matter and to increase
the intake of moisture. Crops grown in these soils re-
spond to additions of fertilizer. Varying the depth of
tillage helps to prevent formation of a plowpan.

CAPABILITY UNIT ITw-2

This capability unit consists of deep, well-drained,
loamy soils on nearly level bottom lands that are occa-
sionally flooded. These soils are adjacent to the rivers
and other streams throughout the county.

The soils of this unit are fertile and highly productive.
They are well drained and have & high water-holding
capacity. Tillage is easy. Use of these soils is limited
mainly by flooding after heavy rains, but the floods nor-
mally only slightly damage crops.

Although floods are occasionally damaging, these soils
are among the best for farming in the county. They are
suited to most crops grown in the area. Small grains,
principally wheat, and alfalfa are grown extensively.
Alfalfa is especially well adapted since it is only slightly
damaged by the occasional flooding. Also well suited are
improved varieties of bermudagrass, and they grow well
in the areas flooded more often.

Tilth is maintained if small grains or other high resi-
due crops are grown continually and all crop residue is
returned to the soil. Silage crops or other crops that
produce little residue should be grown for not more than
6 consecutive years and followed by at least 2 years of
high restdue crops. After a low residue crop is har-
vested a crop of Austrian winter peas helps to increase
water intake and maintain the content of organic matter.
Many farmers have successfully practiced a rotation con-
sisting of alfalfa and wheat. Varying the depth of till-
age each year reduces the formation of a plowpan.

CAPABILITY UNIT IIw-3

This unit consists of deep, nearly level to very gently
undulating, moderately coarse textured soils on bottom
lands along rivers that often overflow. These soils have
a surface layer of fine sandy loam that extends to a layer
of fine sandy loam stratified with loamy sand to silty clay.

The soils in this unit are moderately fertile, drought
resistant, and moderately productive. They are rapialy
permeable and have moderate water-holding capacity.
Tillage is easy, but floods commonly destroy crops and
damage the cropland. Socil material is deposited in some
places by the floods and is removed in others. QOccasion-
ally, the large floods gouge out potholes. If these soils
are to be kept productive, practices are needed that main-
tain fertility and soil structure and that control erosion.

These soils are suited to almost all crops commonly
grown in the area. Wheat and sorghum are the main
crops. Some of the areas that are flooded most often
have been planted to bermudagrass and provide excellent
grazing. Favorable yields of field crops can be expected
year after year if crop residue is returned to the soil.
Row crops or other crops that provide little residue can
be grown for as many as 6 consecutive years if they are
followed by at least 2 years of crops producing large
amounts of residue. After each row crop or low residue

crop is harvested, a close-growing crop should be seeded
to protect these soils from blowimng in winter and early
in spring. Stubble mulching and keeping crop residue
on the surface are also effective in controlling wind ero-
sion. Crops grown on these soils respond readily to the
use of legumes in the cropping system and to additions
of commercial fertilizer.

CAPABILITY UNIT IHlIe-1

Kirkland silt loam, 1 to 8 percent slopes, is the only
soil in this capability unit. This is a deep, very gently
sloping soil on uplands. It has a loamy, dark grayish-
brown surface layer about 10 inches thick. The subsoil
is dark-brown clay that takes in water very slowly and is
very slowly permeable.

This soil has moderately high natural fertility, but it
tends to be droughty, especially where water erosion has
removed some of the surface layer. Management is
needed that maintains the structure and fertility of the
soil, conserves moisture, and reduces runoff,

This is the main wheat-producing soil in the county,
but other small grains, sorghum, and alfalfa are also
grown. Crop yields are favorable. Results have been
good where wheat or another high residue producing
crop has been grown continuously and good use has been
made of the residue. Many farmers use a cropping
sequence of small grain followed by alfalfa, sweetclover,
or Austrian winter peas. This sequence increases the
intake of water and helps maintain the fertility and
structure of the soil. Where contour tillage and ter-
races are used, row crops can be grown for 4 consecutive
years if they are followed by 2 years of legumes. By
plowing under alfalfa or other legumes when they reach
a height of 12 inches or more, soil aeration, intake of
water, and the content of organic matter are increased.

Practices are needed that reduce erosion by holding on
the surface much of the rain that falls so that it can soak
into the soil. Among these practices are terracing, seed-
ing legumes, using crop residue (fig. 17), and tilling at a

Figure 17—Small grain straw evenly distributed on the surface
of Kirkland silt loam, 1 to 3 percent slopes, provides good protec-
tion from erosion while the seedbed is prepared.



36 SOIL SURVEY

minimum. Lime is generally needed to establish legumes
and to make more efficient use of commercial fertilizer.
Varying the depth of tillage helps prevent the formation
of a plowpan.

CAPABILITY UNIT Ille-2

This capability unit consists of deep to moderately
deep, gently sloping soils on uplands. These soils have
a sandy loam to silty clay loam surface layer and a sandy
clay loam to clay su'bsoif, that stores moisture well.

The soils in this unit have moderately high natural
fertility. Summit silty clay loam, 3 to 5 percent slopes,
is moderately difficult to till, but the rest of the soils
are easy to till. A few gravel spots of the Albion soil
in Norge-Albion complex, 8 to 5 percent slopes, are
droughty and low in fertility. In managing the soils
of this unit, practices are needed that control water ero-
sion and that maintain soil structure and fertility.

These soils are suited to all crops commonly grown in
the county. Crop yields are favorable. Wheat is the
main crop. The content of organic matter and soil tilth
can be maintained if high residue crops are grown for 6
consecutive years and are followed by legumes for 2
years. The loss of soil is reduced if these soils are culti-
vated on the contour and tillage operations are timely
and are kept to a minimum. Varying the depth of till-
age prevents the formation of a plowpan. Soil-depleting
crops can be grown for 4 consecutive years if they are
followed by 4 years of high residue crops. Where row
crops are grown, terraces and contour tillage are needed
to slow runoff and control erosion. Tilth is better main-
tained and erosion is better controlled if a row crop does
not follow a row crop in the cropping system. Appli-
cations of fertilizer are beneficial because they increase
yields of most crops and the amount of residue that can
be used to protect these soils.

CAPABILITY UNIT Ille-3

This unit consists of moderately eroded, gently sloping
soils on uplands. These soils are deep to moderately deep
and have a loam or clay loam surface layer and a clay
loam or silty clay loam subsoil.

The soils of this unit are low or medium in natural
fertility and content of organic matter. They have rapid
runoff and are moderately difficult to till. Water erosion
is the main limitation. More careful management is
needed than on the soils in capability unit ITIe-2. Prac-
tices are needed that maintain fertility, reduce surface
crusting, and increase the intake of water.

Small grains, mainly winter. wheat, are grown exten-
sively. Crop yields are fair. Among the practices needed
to control water erosion are terracing, contour farming,
and maximum use of crop residue. Grassed waterways
are needed with the terraces to prevent gullying and
other erosion downslope. If a cropping system is used
in which legumes are grown for one-fourth of the time,
the subsoil is opened up and more water is absorbed.
Growing row crops for more than 2 successive years is
not advisable. Nitrogen is needed to aid in the decom-
position of straw and other residue and to improve the
vigor of nonlegumes. It may also be needed for estab-
lishing legumes.

CAPABILITY UNIT Ille—4

Shellabarger fine sandy loam, 3 to 5 percent slopes, is

the only soil in this capability unit. It is a deep, dark-

brown soil of the uplands that has a friable surface layer
and a moderately permeable sandy clay loam subsoil.
This soil is susceptible to both wind and water erosion.
It is easily tilled, but depth of tillage should be varied
to prevent the formation of a plowpan. Although natu-
ral fertility is moderate, maintaining fertility is difficult,
especially where erosion has thinned the surface layer
slightly.  Wind erosion is most likely in excessively tilled
areas, 1n areas not stubble mulched, and in areas not pro-
tected by residue.

Small grains, sorghum, and legumes are suitable crops
and produce favorable yields. If contour tillage and
stubble mulching are used, a profitable cropping system
is small grains grown for 6 successive years and followed
by 2 years of legumes. Growing row crops for more
than 8 consecutive years is not advisable. Where row
crops are grown, terraces and contour tillage are needed
to reduce water erosion and a winter cover crop is needed
to reduce wind erosion. In spring, preparation of seed-
beds should be delayed until near planting time. If
moisture is adequate, crops respond well to additions
of fertilizer. By using inoculated legume seeds, nitrogen
is effectively added to these soils.

CAPABILITY UNIT Ille-5

Only Dougherty-Eufaula complex, 0 to 3 percent
slopes, is in this capability unit. The Dougherty soils
have a grayish-brown fine sandy loam surface layer and
a sandy clay loam subsoil. The Eufaula seils have a
dark-colored surface layer and lighter colored lower
horizons of deep fine sand. The soils in this unit are
loose and very friable, and they have low content of
organic matter and low natural fertility. They absorb
much rain that falls, but not much of this moisture is
available for crops. Moderate or severe wind erosion is
likely, especially in winter and early in spring. During
high winds, soil material blows and drifts in unprotected
fields.

Suitable crops are small grains and sorghum, Vege-
tables and fruits can be grown successfully if fertility is
kept high. If adequate fertilizer is added, bermudagrass
or mixed vetch and rye can be grown for tame pasture.
High residue crops should be included in the cropping
system for not less than half of the time, and the fields
should be stubble mulched and adequately fertilized.
Plant nutrients are reduced if low residue crops are
grown for more than 3 consecutive years. Following
these crops, Austrian winter peas, vetch, or some other
crop is needed for winter cover so that wind erosion is
controlled. Also helpful in contrelling wind erosion are
tilling and planting crops crosswise to the prevailing
winds. In spring, preparation of seedbeds should be
delayed until the critical period of blowing has almost
ended. Perennial vegetation is needed in drainageways.

CAPABILITY UNIT IIIs-1

Only one soil, Yahola loamy fine sand, is in this capa-
bility unit. It 1s a deep, coarse-textured alluvial soil on
first bottoms of the Salt Fork Arkansas River that are
occasionally to frequently flooded.

Use of this soil for farming is limited chiefly by low
fertility, low water-holding capacity, and susceptibility
to wind erosion. Because the water 1s absorbed readily,
icirop yields are not usually reduced by the occasional

oods.
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Small grains, sorghum, alfalfa, and sweetclover are
suitable crops. If adequate fertilizer is added, bermuda-
grass is excellent for pasture. A desirable cropping sys-
tem is one that provides high residue crops for at least
half of the time, efficient use of the residue, and adequate
additions of nitrogen fertilizer. Growing row crops for
as much as 3 consecutive years is not advisable. To
reduce wind erosion, a winter cover crop is needed after
the harvesting of silage or other crops that leave little
residue. Tilling crosswise to the direction of the prevail-
ing wind helps to reduce soil blowing. Wind erosion is
reduced directly by stubble mulching and indirectly by
added fertilizer, which increases the protective cover and
the amount of crop residue.

CAPABILITY UNIT IIIw~1

This unit consists of somewhat poorly drained soils in
depressions on bottom lands that are flooded occasionally.
These soils have a clay surface layer and subsoil that
absorb water slowly.

Although these soils are fertile, they are hard to farm.
Tillage is generally difficult, and farmers often have
trouble establishing a good stand of crops. Crops are
drowned in some years because of flooding and lack of
surface drainage. In wet years these soils are commonly
too wet to cultivate.

These soils are suited to small grains and sorghum,
and alfalfa can be grown in drained areas. Small grains
can be grown continuously if good use is made of the
residue. Crops that produce only a small amount of resi-
due can be grown for 2 successive years if they are fol-
lowed for 6 years by high residue crops and the residue is
returned to the soil. Sweetclover, alfalfa, and similar
legumes improve soil structure, increase the intake of
water, and improve aeration. Open ditches can be used
to remove most of the excess surface water that remains
after heavy rains. Where these soils are not drained,
crops respond poorly to other management.

CAPABILITY UNIT IVe-1

Vernon clay loam, 3 to 5 percent slopes, is the only
soil in this capability unit.
uplands. Tts reddish-brown surface layer is underlain by
a clay subsoil. DBeds of unweathered calcareous clay and
shale are at a depth of 10 to 20 inches.

This soil is difficult to till. It has low water-holding
capacity and is droughty. Runoff is excessive, permea-
bility is very slow, and the hazard of water erosion is
moderate.

This soil is not well suited to cultivation, though small
grains, sorghum, and legumes are grown. Wheat is the
main crop. Crop yields are low to fairly favorable,
depending on the amount of rainfall. In stubble-mulched
fields, a good cropping sequence that increases water in-
take is 8 years of high residue crops and 3 years of leg-
umes. Terraces and contour farming are needed for a
cropping system that consists of 6 consecutive years or
more of high residue crops followed by 2 years of row
crops. For even fair yields, careful management is
required. A special effort should be made to hold much
of the rain where it falls so that erosion is controlled
and more water soaks into the soil and is available for
CTOPS.

It is a shallow soil on-

CAPABILITY UNIT IVe-2

Only Kirkland-Renfrow complex, 2 to 5 percent slopes,
eroded, is in this capability unit. These soils are on
uplands and have a brownish silt loam or clay loam sur-
face layer and a clay or claypan subsoil that is very
slowly permeable.

The soils in this unit are moderately difficult to till.
Surface runoff is rapid. The clay subsoil holds little
moisture available for crops. If these soils are to remain
in cultivation, practices are needed to control runoff and
erosion and to maintain soil structure and fertility.

Crops suitable for these soils are small grains, sor-
ghum, and legumes. Yields are low. If crop residue is
used effectively, a suitable eropping system is 6 consecu-
tive years of high residue crops followed by 2 years of
low vesidue crops. Row crops are not desirable, becatise
they increase the hazard of erosion. Terracing and con-
tour farming are practices that reduce erosion and in-
crease the water available for crops by holding much of
it where it falls. Grassed waterways are also needed
where practical. Returning crop residue to the soil adds
organic matter and reduces surface crusting. The roots
of sweetclover, Austrian winter peas, and alfalfa open
up the clay subsoil and also add nitrogen to the soil if
the seeds have been inoculated. Minimum tillage soon
after harvest increases infiltration, controls the growth
of weeds, and speeds up the decay of crop residue. Vary-
ing the depth of tillage each year helps prevent the for-
mation of a plowpan and helps to maintain soil structure.

CAPABILITY UNIT IVe-3

This unit consists of deep, well-drained, sloping soils
of the uplands. These soils have a loam, silt loam, or
clay loam surface layer and a moderately fine textured
subsoil that absorbs water well and holds a large amount
available for plants.

Natural fertility and content of organic matter are
moderate in these soils. Labette clay loam, 5 to 8 per-
cent slopes, is more difficult to till than the other soils
in this unit. Much water is lost in runoff. Practices are
needed to reduce water erosion and to maintain soil
structure. ’

These soils are suited to small grains, sorghum, and
legumes. About 90 percent of Labette clay loam, 5 to 8
percent slopes, is in native grassland. A cropping system
that conserves soil and moisture consists of small grains
and legumes, each grown for half of the time. If addi-
tional pasture is needed, sweetclover, alfalfa, and Aus-
trian winter peas are sultable legumes. Also suitable is
a mixture of vetch and rye. Terraces are not required
for pasture if contour stripcropping is practiced. Crops
that deplete the soil should not be grown in successive
years. Where cultivated crops are grown, terraces, con-
tour tillage, and, where applicable, grassed waterways
are required. Stubble mulching or effective use of crop
residue increases infiltration and reduces runoff. In some
areas diversion terraces are needed to protect Labette
clay loam, 5 to 8 percent slopes, from water that runs in
from higher, steeper slopes. Crops on the soils of this
unit respond readily to fertilizer.

CAPABILITY UNIT IVe—4

Norge loam, 5 to 8 percent slopes, eroded, is the only
soil in this, capability unit. This deep, loamy soil occurs
on uplands, mainly on short side slopes along intermit-
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tent drainageways or draws. The subsoil is clay loam.
From 30 to 70 percent of the original surface layer has
been removed through sheet and rill erosion.

Controlling water erosion is most important if farming
is to be economical. Runoff is rapid.

Small grains and legumes are suitable crops. Wheat
is the principal crop. In many areas bermudagrass is
better suited than small grains or legumes because it con-
trols erosion better and, where well managed, provides
a higher return. Small grains produce satisfactory
yields and do not deplete the soil if terraces and contour
tillage are used and crop residue is returned to the soil.
In some places waterways and diversion terraces are
needed for disposing iof excess water. Growing legumes,
stubble mulching, and using crop residue help to main-
tain soil tilth and fertility and to increase the water
intake. Varying the depth of tillage each year helps to
reduce the formation of a plowpan.

CAPABILITY UNIT IVe-5

Only one soil—Shellabarger fine sandy loam, 5 to 8
percent slopes—is in this capability unit. It is a deep
soil of the uplands that has a moderately permeable
sandy clay loam subsoil.

This loamy soil is moderately fertile. It is friable and
easily tilled. Wind erosion 1s a hazard and is more
severe where tillage is excessive or where ground cover is
lacking. If this soil is farmed, practices are needed to
protect it from water and wind erosion, to control runoff,
and to increase the content of organic matter.

This soil is used for wheat and other small grains, but
it is also suitable for sorghum and legumes. More than
half of it is rangeland. The native grasses ave mostly
bluestem. A suitable cropping system is one that pro-
vides small grains or other close-growing field crops half
of the time and legumes the other half. Where this crop-
ping system is used, terraces are optional but stripcrop-
ping is necessary. High residue crops can be grown for
3 consecutive years and followed by a low residue crop
for 1 year if terraces and contour farming are used, crop
residue is returned to the soil, and adequate nitrogen
fertilizer is added.

The hazard of wind erosion is reduced if a winter
cover crop follows a low residue crop. Row crops do
little to control erosion and should not be grown on this
soil. Growing legumes and stubble mulching or using all
crop residue help to maintain seil structure and fertility
and to increase the intake of water. In spring prepara-
tion of seedbeds should be delayed until the ecritical
period of blowing has ended. Varying the depth of till-
age each year helps to prevent the formation of a
plowpan.

CAPABILITY UNIT IVe-6

The soils in this capability unit occur on uplands and
are deep and grayish brown. They have a fine sand,
loamy fine sand, or fine sandy loam surface layer and a
fine sand to sandy clay loam subsoil. :

These soils are susceptible to moderate or severe wind
erosion, especially in spring. Their intake of water is
moderate to moderately rapid, and their water-holding
capacity is low. They are friable and easily tilled. Na-
tural fertility is low.

Small grains, legumes, truck crops, and some fruits are
suitable for these soils. Crops respond well to additions

of fertilizer if other management is good and if the sup-
ply of moisture is average or above average. If stubble
mulching is practiced and adequate nitrogen fertilizer is
applied, high residue crops grown continuously protect
these soils and produce satisfactory yields. Perennial
vegetation should be established in drainageways. A
mixture of vetch and rye provides excellent ground cover
in winter and early in spring, as well as abundant desir-
able forage for grazing.

Wind erosion can be controlled by stubble mulching
and by keeping a cover of growing plants on the ground.
Because fertilizer is easily leached from these soils, crops
benefit most if it is applied in small amounts several
times during the growing season. To minimize the haz-
ard 'of wind erosion seedbeds should be prepared late in
spring. Varying the depth of tillage each year helps to
prevent the formation of a plowpan.

CAPABILITY UNIT IVe-7

Only Renfrow-Kirkland silt loams, 3 to 5 percent
slopes, is in this capability unit. These deep soils of the
uplands have a dense, compact clay subsoil.

The compact subsoil absorbs water very slowly. Run-
off is rapid. Erosion has thinned the surface layer in
cultivated areas that have been poorly managed. Natu-
ral fertility and the content of organic matter are mod-
erate. Good management of these soils includes main-
taining soil structure and fertility, controlling runoff,
and conserving moisture.

Suitable crops are small grains, sorghum, and legumes.
Most of the acreage of these soils is in native pasture.
Short grasses are dominant in the pastures because graz-
ing has been excessive. In cultivated areas careful man-
agement is required to control water erosion. Stubble
mulching and contour tillage are effective in reducing
erosion and in increasing the intake of water. Good
yields of small grains can be expected if legumes are
grown half of the time. Inoculated legumes add nitro-
gen to the soil and open up the clay subsoil so that more
moisture is stored. for plants. Low residue crops can be
grown for 2 successive years if they are followed by 6
years of high residue crops. Where these crops are
grown, terraces and contour tillage are helpful in con-
trolling erosion. All crop residues should be returned to
the soil to provide organic material.

CAPABILITY UNIT IVe-8

Reinach loam, 3 to 8 percent slopes, is the only soil in
this capability unit. This is a deep soil on bottom lands.
It occupies sloping breaks, 100 to 200 feet wide, that
separate low bottom lands from higher bottom lands.

This soil is easily tilled, but in many places the nar-
row slopes are not well suited to use of modern farm
equipment. In managing this soil, concerns are control-
ling water erosion and maintaining tilth and fertility.

Most areas of this soil are farmed with the less sloping
Reinach loams. The main crops are small grains and
alfalfa. Tame pastures of bermudagrass are well suited
to this sloping soil. Yields from a rotation of small grains
and alfalfa are favorable. Stubble mulching the residue
from these crops protects the surface and recduces erosion.
If constructing a diversion terrace above the sloping areas
is feasible, the terrace helps control erosion. It is not
advisable to grow row crops on this soil. Applications of
nitrogen increase yields of most crops and the amount of
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vegetation that can be returned to the soil and used for
stubble mulching. Varying the depth of tillage each year
helps to prevent the formation of a plowpan and to increase
the intake of water.

CAPABILITY UNIT IVs-1

Only the Lela-Slickspots complex is in this capability
unit. This complex is on bottom lands and consists of
somewhat poorly drained, dark-colored, clayey soils that
are moderately saline and alkaline.

Salinity and alkalinity are not uniform throughout
this mapping unit, of which light-colored alkali spots,
or slickspots, make up 10 to 30 percent. In cultivated
fields slickspots have a puddled surface layer. Iirosion
is not a serious limitation, but drainage and maintenance
of soil structure are required if these soils are cultivated.
Surface crusting is common, and the intake of water is
very slow. The soils are generally difficult to till, and a
good stand of crops is hard to establish.

Most of this mapping unit is cultivated, but many
areas are in native grass. Suitable crops are small grains,
sorghum, and sweetclover. Yields are low because the
areas are saline and alkaline. Adequate drainage is es-
sential in improving these areas. A cropping sequence
of barley and sweetclover helps to improve tilth and fer-
tility. The sweetclover opens up the dense clay subsoil
and allows some downward movement of harmful salts.
Also, returning as much crop residue as possible to the
soils helps to reduce surface crusting and to increase the
intake of water. The structure of slickspots can be im-
proved by adding 3 to 4 tons of straw, old hay, or other
organic material per acre and, for each ton, 20 pounds
of nitrogen. In addition to the mulch, gypsum added at
the rate of 3 to 5 tons per acre is helpful. Slickspots
that have been mulched should be deferred from tillage
for a minimum of two growing seasons.

CAPABILITY UNIT IVs-2

Only Labette-Slickspots complex, 8 to 5 percent slopes,
eroded, is in this capability unit. The soils of this com-
plex are on uplands. Labette, the dominant soil, has a
clay loam surface layer that is about 3 to 7 inches thick
over a clay or clay loam subsoil. The slickspots have a
thin, light-colored surface layer over a clay subsoil.
They are around the heads of drainageways where water
concentrates. Eroston ranges from moderate to severe.
In about 60 to 80 percent of the acreage, mixing of the
surface layer and subsoil is evident. Small slickspots, or
areas moderately affected by white alkali, make up about
20 percent of this complex.

The soils in this unit have rapid runoff and are highly
susceptible to severe water erosion. They are droughty
and have low natural fertility. Managing these soils in-
clude improving soil structure, reducing surface crust-
ing, reducing salinity, and controlling accelerated water
erosion on the slickspots.

Suitable crops are small grains and sweetclover. Crop
yields are low. These soils are well suited to permanent
vegetation, Careful management is needed if these soils
are to remain in cultivation. A cropping system that in-
cludes small grains and sweetclover, each grown for the
same length of time, provides satisfactory yields if stub-
ble mulching is practiced and adequate nitrogen ferti-
lizer is added. To help prevent the slickspots from in-
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creasing in size, they should not be tilled deeper than 4
inches. Perennial vegetation is needed in natural drain-
ageways. Added fertilizer increases yields. It also in-
creases plant growth so that ample residue is available
for stubble mulching. The slickspots can be mulched
with 3 to 4 tons of straw, hay, or other organic material
per acre and for each ton, 20 pounds of nitrogen. In
addition to the mulch, gypsum applied at a rate of 3 to
5 tons per acre helps to reduce salinity. For best results,
tillage operations are deferred on treated areas for two
growing seasons.

CAPABILITY UNIT Vw-1

Only Broken alluvial land is in this capability unit.
This land type consists of broken and steep areas that
occur in a belt along streams. The soil material is deep,
dark colored, and predominantly loamy.

This land type is fertile, but it is of limited value for
farming because it is inaccessible and frequently flooded.
The native vegetation consists of bottom-land trees and
shade-tolerant shrubs, weeds, and grasses. Areas of this
land that adjoin larger areas of grass or wheat pasture
can be used for grazing and can be improved by good
management. The more uniform areas are improved by
seeding them to bermudagrass, which grows well and is
not easily damaged by flooding. The more clayey areas
are suitable for pecan trees.

This land type is excellent for wildlife and for recrea-
tion. Fishing is good in the larger streams. Good food,
cover, and water are available for quail, deer, mink,
muskrat, squirrels, and other wildlife. Squirrels are
numerous along all streams.

CAPARILITY UNIT Vw-2

This capability unit consists of nearly level to very
gently sloping soils on low bottom lands next to rivers.
These soils are frequently flooded.

The Lincoln soils in this unit are stratified sands that
are low in fertility. They formed in alluvium that has
been reworked by flooding and shifting of the river chan-
nels and by action of wind. The water table is generally
high, but it fluctuates according to the amount of pre-
cipitation. Port soils, frequently flooded, are loamy and
high in fertility. They occur mostly along the Chika-
skia River.

The soils of this unit are not well suited to cultivation.
Most areas of Lincoln soils are covered with a mixture of
johnsongrass, sand bluestem, switchgrass, Canada wild-
rye, and scattered tall trees. Much of the acreage of
Port soils, frequently flooded, is densely covered with
trees. Port soils can produce high yields of almost all
crops commonly grown in the county, but damaging
floods are frequent and prevent economical production of
crops. Bermudagrass grows well on the soils of this
unit, and reduces scouring and the gouging of potholes
during floods. Pecan trees grow well in some areas.

These soils are good habitat for wildlife. They pro-
vide excellent cover and food for quail, rabbits, wild tur-
keys, and squirrels.

CAPABILITY UNIT VIe-1

Only Eroded clayey land is in this capability unit.
This land type is in small areas surrounded by Kirkland,
Renfrow, Vernon, Labette, Summit and other soils of the
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uplands. Surface runoff is rapid, and water intake is
very slow. If this land is to be of any value for farm-
ing, practices are needed to control water erosion and to
improve soil structure and fertility. This land type 1s
in the uplands in severely eroded and gullied areas that
are not suitable for cultivation. The soil material is
clayey. '

Long periods of cultivation and mismanagement have
led to severe water erosion. In most areas the vegetation
is silver bluestem and perennial three-awn. Generally,
the stand of grasses are thin or lacking near gullies but
are moderately good between the gullies. It is advisable
to seed desirable native grasses and to manage for the
purpose of maintaining good stands. Once the stand is
established, control of grazing is required so that a mulch
will remain to protect the surface from further erosion.
If water is diverted above the severely eroded areas, rills
and gullies generally tend to stabilize.

CAPABILITY UNIT VIe-2

Only Eroded loamy land is in this capability unit.
All or much of the surface layer of this land has been
removed by water erosion, and areas have been scarred by
deep gullies. This land is generally sloping around the
heads of drainageways.

At one time almost all of this land was cultivated.
Severe erosion and the network of gullies now make it
unsuited for cultivation. At great cost, some areas could
be reclaimed and used for crops or for bermudagrass
pasture. Because the texture of the subsoil and sub-
stratum is loamy and raw clays and rocks are not present,
power equipment can be used to fill the gullies. In the
present surface layer, the content of organic matter can
be built up by using intensive management. Because im-
proving this land is costly, however, most farmers prefer
to keep the small areas in pasture. If intensive methods
are not used to reclaim this land, less intensive practices
are needed before this land can be used for pasture.
Practices are needed to control erosion, increase water
intake, and improve scil structure.

A practical method of stabilizing the gullies is to build
terraces that divert water from higher lying uplands.
After the water is diverted, the gullies gradually fill and
grass grows. By seeding desirable native grasses a stand
can be obtained quickly. Bermudagrass has been grown
successfully in some gullies. It is quickly established,
and when established, it reduces erosion and provides
some grazing. Control of grazing is necessary so that
cover is sufficient to protect this land from further ero-

sion.
CAPABILITY UNIT VIe-3

Only Loamy broken land is in this capability unit.
This land type is in sloping to steep, broken areas of
deep, loamy soil material. It is mainly in narrow bands
that separate bottom lands from uplands.

In most arveas this land is well stabilized, but it is sus-
ceptible to severe water erosion because the slopes are
steep. The soil material is loamy and has good water-
holding capacity.

Use of this land is limited to range. The native vege-
tation is principally trees and brush, but there are scat-
tered tall grasses and native legumes. Some of the less
sloping areas can be cleared and planted to bermuda-
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grass pasture. To prevent erosion, good range manage-
ment that includes control of grazing is needed.

This land is excellent habitat for wildlife. Cover is
excellent for quail, squirrel, and several other kinds of
wildlife.

CAPABILITY UNIT"VIe-d

Only Breaks-Alluvial land complex is in this capabil-
ity unit. 'Thisland typeismade up of small natural drain-
ageways and their side slopes. 1t occurs in prairie up-
lands. The drainageways are long and narrow, and they
drain into local streams. Flash floods are common. The
texture of the soil material is loamy on the bottoms of
the drainageways and is clayey to loamy on the side
slopes. Shallow soils and banding escarpiments malke up
the side slopes in some areas.

On this land type, management is required that con-
trols the rapid runoff and increases the low intake and
storage of water.

Nearly all of this land is in native pasture. The vege-
tation consists of little bluestem, sideoats grama, buffalo-
grass, blue grama, and other native grasses, and there are
scattered elm and cottonwood trees on the small alluvial
bottoms. A few small areas are cultivated. If the steep
side slopes are cultivated, severe water erosion is likely.
Range management, including control of grazing, 1s
needed to reduce erosion and to maintain the vigor of
desirable grasses.

This land is an excellent habitat for quail and rabbits.

CAPABILITY UNIT VIe-i

This capability unit consists of shallow, gently slop-
ing to strongly sloping soils underlain by beds of clay
and shale. These soils occur in the central and western
parts of the county on rough broken escarpments and in
drainageways. A few outcrops of shale or clay, free of
vegetation, occur around the rims of the escarpments.

Strong, broken slopes, exposed beds of clay and shale,
and susceptibility to erosion make the soils in this unit
unsuited to cultivation. Surface runoff is rapid. Water-
holding capacity is low, and these soils are droughty.

Vegetation consists mainly of sideoats grama, little
bluestem, and buflalograss. A few scattered pricklypears
grow in very shallow areas. Range management, includ-
ing control of grazing, is needed to prevent erosion.

CAPABILITY UNIT VIs-1

Only Sand dunes, Lincoln material, is in this capabil-
ity unit. This land type consists of choppy sand dunes
on the flood plains of the Arkansas and Salt Fork Arkan-
sas Rivers. '

These dunes are highly susceptible to wind erosion.
Although they readily absorb water, they held little of
it and arve droughty. Fertility is low. '

Use of this land is limited chiefly to range. Most
areas are stabilized by plum thickets, sand bluestem, little
bluestem, sand lovegrass, and some scattered trees.
Range management is needed that encourages the growth
of plants in a protective cover to control wind erosion.

CAPABILITY UNIT VIIs-1

This capability unit consists of moderately deep Sum-
mit soils and very shallow Sogn soils on limestone es-
carpments in the eastern part of the county. The Sogn
soils are mapped as an undifferentiated unit and also as
a complex with Summit soils.
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In this capability unit Sogn soils, 1 to 3 percent slopes,
are very shallow, droughty, and on uplands and the Sogn-
Summit complex, 5 to 20 percent slopes, is on limestone
escarpments and rocky colluvial foot slopes. The deeper
areas 'of Summit soils ave fertile and hold moisture well.

The soils of this capability unit are not suitable for
cultivation. The deeper soils are in areas too small to
cultivate separately, and these areas are interspersed
among areas of very shallow soils. The soils in this unit
are used for range. The very shallow Sogn soils pro-
duce only a small amount of forage, but the deeper Sum-
mit soils have more moisture available for plants and are
highly productive of native grasses. The native vegeta-
tion consists of big bluestem, little bluestem, indiangrass,
and switchgrass, and there are a few scattered shrubs
along the limestone ledges. Range management that in-
cludes control of grazing and protection from fire is
needed to reduce erosion and to keep pastures productive.

CAPABILITY UNIT VIIIs~1

Only Oil-waste land is in this capability unit. The
land type occurs in the oilfields of the county, mainly
south of Tonkowa, northeast of Braman, and northeast
of Washunga. The areas are generally small, but a few
are larger than 20 acres.

This land has been used as a disposal field for waste
oil and salt water from oil wells and drilling operations.
In many areas small patches are not strongly aftected by
waste oil or salt water, but the land as a whole is so
affected that it is bare or nearly bare. In its present con-
dition, this land has no value as cropland or grassland.
Some of the less sloping and less severely gullied areas
nllay revegetate naturally if no more waste is dumped on
them.

Predicted Yields®

Table 2 shows predicted long-term, average yields for
wheat, barley, and grain sorghum, the main crops grown
in Kay ‘County, and for forage sorghum, alfalfa, and
bermudagrass. Yields are shown for two levels of man-
agement and are predicted only for arable soils. Soils
not generally used for crops or pasture are not listed in
table 2. The predictions are averages for a period long
enough to include both dry and wet years. Yields are
considerably higher than those averages in years when
the supply of moisture is favorable and are lower in
years when the moisture supply is unfavorable.

The predictions are based partly on records of fertility
studies, crop variety tests, and rotation and tillage trials
made by the Oklahoma Agricultural Experiment Station
and partly on information obtained during the course of
the soil survey by observation and by personal communi-
cation with farmers.

The yields shown in columns A are those that can be
expected under common management, or management
practiced by a substantial number of farmers in the
county. Common management normally includes (1)
proper seeding rates, proper dates of planting, and efli-
cient harvesting methods; (2) sufficient control of weeds,
insects, and plant diseases-to insure good growth of

3Roy M. SMITH, soil scientist, Oklahoma Agricultural Ixperi-
ment Station, assisted in preparing this subsection.
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plants; (3) use of terraces and contour farming where
needed; (4) small applications of lime and fertilizer to
cash crops; and (5) early plowing where practical.

The yields in columns B can be expected under im-
proved management. Improved management includes
the first three practices listed under common manage-
ment plus (1) applications of the kinds and amounts of
fertilizer and lime indicated by soil tests; (2) manage-
ment, of crop residue and methods of tillage that con-
trol erosion, maintain desirable structure, increase the
infiltration of water, and enhance the emergence of seed-
lings; (3) surface drainage where needed; (4) use of
adapted and improved varieties of crops and pasture
plants; (5) use of cover crops or stripcropping on sandy
soils that tend to blow; and (6) good management of
livestock grazing winter small grains.

If the yields for tame pasture listed in table 2 are to
be obtained, special attention must be given to the dis-
tribution of salt and water for uniform grazing and to
the use of fences for deferred or rotation grazing. Also,
the control of brush and weeds is needed.

Management of Range*

In Kay County much of the income from farms and
ranches is from the sale of livestock and livestock products.
On most of the farms and ranches cattle are the main
livestock; only a few sheep are raised. The number of
cattle, including calves, in the county usually ranges
from 45,000 to 50,000.

Most production of livestock is from native rangeland,
though some crops and their byproducts are used for
feed.” About one-third of the farmland in the county
is range, most of it in the eastern part. This eastern area
is the southern limit of the Flint Hills Prairie, which
extends across Kansas to the Nebraska line.

In addition to producing pasture and hay for livestock,
native rangeland supplies food and cover for wildlife.
Also, well-managed rangeland contributes to flood
control because much of the precipitation that falls soaks
into the ground and does not swell the stream.

Range sites and condition classes

A range site consists of soils that support similar vege-
tation and are similar in depth, texture, permeability,
and topography. The sites differ significantly in the
kinds of natural vegetation they now support; in the
kinds of original, or climax, vegetation they lonce sup-
ported; and in the kird of management they need.
Knowing the potential of the various range sites is a part
of good range management. Generally a range site made
up of deep soils that hold moisture well is a favorable

lace for growing the taller, more productive grasses.
guch sites can carry more livestock than the shallow and
droughty sites. Sandy lands require more intense man-
agement than the heavy clay soils.

On range sites, the original, or climax, vegetation is
considered the most productive combination of plants
that will maintain itself under natural range conditions.
Continuous excessive grazing alters this original plant
cover and lowers productivity. The livestock seek out

‘By Harcanp E. Dierz, range conservationist, Soil Conserva-
tion Service.
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TaBrE 2.—Predicted average yields per acre of principal erops under dryland farming

[Yields in columns A are those obtained over a period of years under common management; yields in columns B are those to be expected
under improved management. Absence of yield figure indicates that the soil is not suited to the crop specified or that the crop is not

commonly grown]

Forage )
Wheat | Barley Grain | sorghum ? Alfalfa Bermuda-
sorghum | (oven dry grass
Soil weight)

AI/B|/A|B|]A|B A B A B A B
Animal- | Animal-

unit- unit-
Bu. | Bu, | Bu. | Bu. | Bu. | Bu. | Tons | Tons | Tons | Tons |months? |months?

Bethany silt loam, 0 to 1 percent slopes. - ___ 20132 |132|45|135|50125135|1.8|28 4.4 6.
Brewer silty clay loam_ ___ o 20 1323245740 | 5513 0|40|251|35 5.5 7.0
Carr fine sandy loam__ .. oo 20128 |30 40|32 |45 |28 |35|25]32 4.5 7.5
Carwile-Pratt complex, undulating._ .. ___________ 14 1 20 | 18 128 | 22 135 | LB | 205 oo |ocmoa]ommeca]aeoas
Dale elay loam o e 22 (351835504055 (3.0(42!25]|40 5.5 9.0
Dale silt loam . e 22 1351355040155 (3.0|45|25]|40 5.5 9.0
Dougherty-Eufaula complex, 0 to 3 percent slopes. .. _._.______ 10|18 116125 (|19 [ 33 1.8 28 |- __|--a-- 4.0 6. 0
Dougherty-JEufaula complex, 3 to 8 percent slopes....._.________ 811311212014 126 1525 [ooocjocean 3.0 4.5
Humbarger loam_ o _ e 22 13213545 38]5013.0(|40)|28]|35 5.5 9.0
Kaw silty elay loam_ . . oo 24 | 35135145 |40 15513.0145|30]|40 5.5 9.0
Kaw silt loam . o e 24 135135145 |40 | 55301453040 55 9.0
Kirkland silt loam, 1 to 3 percent slopes_ - __ .- ________.._ 16 {24 | 22 | 35120 |35 | 1.5 |25 |__|-a_-o 2.4 4.0
Kirkland-Renfrow complex, 2 to 5 percent slopes, eroded_ . _______ 12 18 ) 20 | 30 |- oo e oo oL
Labette clay loam, 5 to 8 percent slopes. - _______________ 12 1 20 1 20 | 80 |« focmo|mcmn e e e e e
Labette-Slickspots complex, 3 to 5 percent slopes, eroded_ ______._ 10 | 16 | 17 | 25 |ecc oo |mc o oo oo oo e
Lela elay - - o . e e 16 |24 1 26 | 36 | 28 [ 38 | 2.5 3.5 | 1.5 2.5 2.4 4.0
Lela-Slickspots complex_ - . .. 14 120 | 20 |30 {22 |30 | 2.0 |25 |_ooo|ooos 2.0 3.0
Lincoln soils_ - _ . meeao JEPRNUUS RS [SUUUEITY JEOUPINS ISPV INSIO (EppURNY NUNPU PR R 3.2 4.5
MeLain silt loam . _ .. 22 1853550 |40 |55|3.0|4.2]2.5]|4.0 5.5 9.0
MeLain silty clay loam_ . ... 20 {30132 [45(32,45|3.0|4.0|2.5]|3.5 5.0 8.0
Miller elay oo o e 16 | 24 | 26 | 36 | 28 | 38| 2.5 (351525 3.6 5.2
Newtonia silt loam, 0 to 1 percent slopes. .o oo ... 20132 (324536 5230 (4.2({20/(3.2| 4.5 7.0
Newtonia silt loam, 1 to 3 percent slopes. - - oo ___________ 18 |28 |30 | 42 |32 |44 (2.5 3.5 |1.5|2.8] 4.2 6.8
Newtonia silt loam, 3 to 5 percent slopes_ .. _Z______________ .. 16 |24 | 24 | 36 |22 | 34|20 (2.8 |o__|-cooo 3.8 6.2
Newtonia clay lo'Lm 3 to 5 percent slopes, eroded ________________ 14 122 | 22 | 30 Jo___|—o.-| 1.8} 2.5 |o____|-o___ 2.5 5.0
Norge loam, 0 to 1 percent SloPes . - o o 32 13014513550 (2.81!4.2]2.0]3.2 4.5 7.0
Norge loam, 1 to 3 percent slopes_ -~ . . ____.___ 28 1 28 142 | 32 |44 | 2.5 3.5 | 15|28 4.2 6.8
Norge loam, 3 to 5 percent slopes_____________________________ 24 124 | 36 | 23 1361|2028 [.__._|.__-_ 3.8 6.2
Norge lomm, 3 to 5 percent slopes, eroded. . _ . _________________ 22 122 |30 |.___l___| 1.8 | 2.5 |L____]-o__ 2.5 5.0
Norge loam, 5 to 8 percent slopes.__ . ___________ 20 | 20 | 30 | jo el 2.5 5.2
Norge lomm, 5 to 8 percent slopes, eroded_ - .- .. _.___._ 16 | 16 | 24 |- joo oo fee oo 2.0 4.0
Norge-Albion complex, 3 to 5 percent slopes 20120 | 25 |18 [ 301 1.5 | 2.2 | jecaoa 3.0 5.0
Port soils, frequently flooded - __ .. JEPSNSR PRSP FEPRINEN FEUPUPRY FOUPIES SOUPIDUPEN FEPDIDNY (PP UEp, 4.5 8.0
Port silt loam . 35 135 45 |40 | 55 | 3.0 [ 4.5 3.0 4.0 5.5 9.0
Pratt loamy fine sand, hummocky - - _ L. ____..__ 14 115|120 |15 |26 | 1.5 | 2.5 oo |eccm|ommoa e
Reinach loam, 0 to 1 percent slopes. . .o _______ 32 1324535 |50 (3.0|4.2]|25]3.5 5.5 8.0
Reinach loam, 3 to 8 percent slopes. _ - . 18 [ 18 (25 120 |30 | 1.7 | 2.5 |.____l..___ 4.8 6.5
Renfrow-Kirkland silt loams, 3 to 5 percent slopes_ ... ______.___ 12 [ 18 1 20 | 30 |- o|ocon]ommo oo 1.5 3.0
Shellabarger fine sandy loam, 1 to 3 percent slopes.____ . _______.__ 16 125122135128 140(1221)132)11.5)25 4.5 7.0
Shellabarger fine sandy loam, 3 to 5 percent slopes_..____.______.__ 1312012013025 (|35 | 1.6} 256 .. |..___ 3.5 6.5
Shellabarger fine sandy loam, 5 to 8 percent slopes_________._____ 11117117125 (18128 | L4 )22 .. ..l._._. 3.0 5.5
Summit silty clay loam, 1 to 3 percent slopes_.._ . _____________ 20128 |28 |40 |28 (38251321725 4.2 6.8
Summit silty clay loam, 3 to 5 percent slopes._ ... ____________ 16 123 | 24 (34223212025 | __|.... 3.8 6. 2
Summit silty clay, 3 to 5 percent slopes, eroded. .. ____________._ 14120 | 20 | 26 |- - |ooo)ooo oo 2.0 3.5
Tabler silt loam, 0 to 1 pereent slopes. __ . __ . ____.____ 17 126 ] 25135 |25 |35 )22 3.0 |ocooo|omomdoo
Vanoss silt loam, 0 to 1 percent slopes____ ... ______.__._.___. 2213413515040 (551301452235 5.5 8.0
Vanoss silt loam, 1 to 3 percent slopes__ ... ... ____________ 20 130|130 |44 |35 {47 128382030 5.0 7.5
Vanoss silt loam, 3 to 5 percent slopes_________ . __________ 16 | 25 | 24 {3625 3622 |28 |_oo__|-co-- 4.5 7.0
Vanoss silt loam, 5 to 8 percent slopes_. ..o _______._._ 12 1 20 1 20 | 30 | oo oo oo 3.5 6.0
Vernon clay loam, 3 to 5 percent slopes___ ... ______ 10 | 16 | 18 | 25 | | | o oo oo femm e e
Waurika silt lonme oo 1512220 (32221322030 |occcafococa]occce|amaaea
Yahola fine sandy loam_.___________ ___ e 20 | 28| 30|40 32 45| 2.8 3.5 |25 )32 4.5 7.5
Yahola loamy fine sand.____ . _. 10 |16 | 15 |25 |20 | 28 | 2.2 | 2.8 |.___|__.__ 3.5 6.5

1 Multiply number of tons by 3 for approximate green weight.

2 An animal-unit-month is the number of months that 1 acre will provide grazing for 1 animal, or 1,000 pounds of live weight; or it
acre of Port soils, frequcntly floodcd in a pasture of bermuda-
grass under improved management will provide grazing for 4 animals for 2 months and is rated 8 animal-unit-months.

is the number of months times the number of animal units. For example, 1
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the more palatable and nutritions grasses, and under
heavy grazing, these choice plants, or decreasers, are
weakened and gradually eliminated. They are replaced
by less palatable plants, or increasers. 1f heavy grazing
continues, even these increaser plants are weakened and
the site is eventually occupied by less desirable grasses
and weeds, which are called invaders.

The downward trend in range vegetation is generally
systematic under heavy grazing and can be expressed
as range condition. Four classes of range condition are
recognized, excellent, good, fair, and poor. On range
in excellent condition 76 to 100 percent of the plant cover
consists of the original vegetation. Range in good condi-
tion has a plant cover such that 51 to 75 percent of the
vegetation is that originally on the site. On range in
fair condition, 26 to 50 percent of the vegetation is that
originally on the site; and on range in poor condition, 25
percent or less of the original, or climax, vegetation re-
mains. If range is in poor condition, the bulk of the
vegetation is made up of weak increasers and invaders.

Descriptions of range sitles

The soils of Kay County have been grouped into range
sites according to their ability to produce similar kinds
and amounts of climax vegetation. The description of
each range site gives the more important characteristics
of the soils and the names of the principal plants. To
find the names of the soils in any given unit, refer to the
“Guide to Mapping Units” at the back of this soil survey.

ALKALI BOTTOM-LAND RANGE SITE

Only the slickspots in Lela-Slickspots complex is in this
range site. The site is on level to slightly depressional
bottom lands, where it occurs with the Heavy Bottom-
land range site. Slickspots have a heavy clay subsoil
that contains much alkali. Surface drainage is generally
somewhat poor.

The decreasers on this site include switchgrass, knot-
root bristlegrass, western wheatgrass, vine-mesquite, and
~wildrye. The increasers are blue grama, buffalograss,
windmillgrass, alkali sacaton, inland saltgrass, and prick-
lypear. Annunals invade this site as the condition of the
range worsens.

Where this site is in excellent condition, the average
annual yield of air-dry herbage is 4,000 pounds per acre
in years of favorable moisture and 1,000 pounds in years
of unfavorable moisture.

CLAYPAN PRAIRIE RANGE SITE

This range site ‘occurs throughout the western two-
thirds of the county. It consists of level to gently slop-
ing upland soils. These soils have a heavy clayey sub-
soil that absorbs water slowly and restricts the growth
of roots. If rainfall is below average, these soils are
droughty.

The original vegetation on this site consisted mainly
of big bluestem, little bluestem, switchgrass, and in-
diangrass. Overgrazing, especially during prolonged
droughts, has rapidly depleted the climax vegetation.
The tall grasses have been replaced by meadow drop-
seed, blue grama, sideoats grama, buffalograss, (fig. 18)
and other less productive grasses. Blue grama, buffalo-
grass, and dotted gayfeather are dominant in depressions
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that are scattered in a few areas throughout this site but
are generally in Tabler silt loam, 0 to 1 percent slopes,
and Waurika silt loam.

Where this site is in excellent condition, the average
annual yield of air-dry herbage is 4,500 pounds per acre
in years of favorable moisture and 2,000 pounds per
acre in years of unfavorable moisture.

DEEP SAND RANGE SITE

Most of this range site is along the Salt Fork Arkansas
River. The soils are deep sands that absorb water ra-
pidly but hold only a fair amount available for plants.

This site is moderately productive where the forage
consists of deep-rooted climax grasses, such as sand blue-
stem, indiangrass, switchgrass, little ioluestem, and sand
lovegrass. By continued overgrazing, the production of
forage is sharply reduced because there is an increase in
shorter, shallow-rooted grasses. Important increasers on
this site are blue grama, Texas bluegrass, prairie sage-
wort, and sand plum. The common invaders are sand
dropseed, mat sandbur, and red lovegrass.

Where this site is in excellent condition, the average
annual yield of air-dry herbage is 5,000 pounds per acre
in years of favorable moisture and 2,000 pounds per
acre in years of unfavorable moisture.

DEEP SAND SAVANNAH RANGE SITE

This range site occurs along the Arkansas River in the
southeastern part of the county. It consists of deep sand
that absorbs water so rapidly that little runs off. The
subsoil holds only a fair amount of moisture available
for plants.

The climax vegetation on this site is of the savannah
type and consists of productive grasses in the understory
of open stands of oak trees. Big bluestem, little blue-
stem, indiangrass, switchgrass, and sand lovegrass are
the principal decreasers. Grasses that increase under
heavy grazing are purpletop, Scribner panicum, and blue
grama. Under continued heavy grazing and after uncon-
trolled fires, blackjack and post oaks gradually increase
and only a sparse stand of grass remains, Weedy in-
vaders include mat sandbur, sand dropseed, annual three-
awn, and ragweed.

Where this site is in excellent condition, the average
annual yield of air-dry herbage is 4,000 pounds per acre
in years of favorable moisture and 1,800 pounds per acre
in years of unfavorable moisture,

DUNE RANGE SITE

Only Sand dunes, Lincoln material, is in this range
site, which occurs mainly along the Salt Fork Arkansas
River in the southern part of the county. The dunes con-
sist of deep sand that absorbs water readily but holds little
available for plants.

The principal decreasers ion this site are sand bluestem,
little bluestem, switchgrass, indiangrass, and sand love-
grass. Where these deep-rooted grasses are grazed out,
production is sharply reduced. There is an increase of
sand plum and of less productive forage plants, such as
Texas bluegrass, tall dropseed, sand dropseed, and prai-
rie sagewort. Plants that commonly invade the site are
mat sandbur, red lovegrass, and common witchgrass.
Careful management of grazing is needed to prevent
wind erosion, including blowouts (fig. 19).
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Figure 18—Kirkland silt loam, 1 to 3 percent slopes, in Claypan Prairie range site in poor condition. The vegetation is mainly

buffalograss and annual three-awn.

Where the site is in excellent condition, the average
annual yield of air-dry herbage is 3,200 pounds per acre
in years of favorable moisture and 1,200 pounds per acre
In years of unfavorable moisture.

ERODED CLAY RANGE SITE

Only Eroded clayey land is in this range site. This
is land that was formerly cultivated, but cultivation has
been abandoned because water erosion has been severe.
Much of the surface layer has been removed, and gullies
are COMMON.

Originally big bluestem, switchgrass, indiangrass, and
other tall grasses grew on this site, but less productive
grasses came in after cultivation was abandoned. The
main grasses now on this site are silver bluestem,
meadow dropseed, windmillgrass, and annual three-awn.
In many areas the seeding of adapted native grasses is
needed so that further erosion is controlled

Where this site is in excellent condition, the average
annual yield of air-dry herbage is 1,000 pounds per acre
in years of favorable moisture and 400 pounds per acre
in years of unfavorable moisture.

Cattle graze this site until pastures consisting of wheat and sudangrass are available.

HEAVY BOTTOM-LAND RANGE SITE

This range site occurs mainly on wide level bottom
lands (fig. 20) along the Chikaskia River and Birds Nest
Creek. It consists of deep clays and silty clay loams that
absorb water slowly. Production is high during years of
abundant rainfall, but it drops sharply during periods of
drought.

The dominant climax grasses on this site are big blue-
stem, switchgrass, prairie cordgrass, indiangrass, east-
ern gramagrass, Canada wildrye, and little bluestem. The
principal increasers are tall dropseed, knotroot bristle-
grass, western wheatgrass, vine-mesquite, and sideoats
grama. Plants that invade the site are silver bluestem,
windmillgrass, buffalograss, ironweed, and ragweed. The
common woody plants are elm, hackberry, walnut, pecan,
and coralberry. These plants increase abundantly in
areas that are overgrazed.

Where this site is in excellent condition, the average
annual yield of air-dry herbage is 6,000 pounds per acre
in years of favorable moisture and 3,500 pounds per acre
in years of unfavorable moisture.
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LOAMY BOTTOM-LAND RANGE SITE

This range site occurs on level to sloping bottom lands
along the rivers and other large streams in the county.
The site consists of deep loamy soils that have a high
capacity for storing moisture and plenty of room for the
growth of roots. It is the most productive range site
in the county.

Where the range is in excellent condition, tall and
midgrasses that grow in warm seasons are dominant on
this site. Among these grasses are big bluestem, eastern
grama, indiangrass, Florida paspalum, little bluestem,
and switchgrass. Overgrazing causes an increase in tall
dropseed, purpletop, western wheatgrass, and knotroot
bristlegrass, as well as an increase in woody plants. The
common invaders include ironweed, ragweed, silver blue-
stem, and buffalograss.

The trees on this site, mainly woody elm, cottonwood,
oak, and pecan, grow naturally along streambanks. Un-
der the canopy of these trees are Canada wildrye, Vir-
ginia wildryes, and other shade-tolerant, cool-season
grasses.

Where this site is in excellent condition, the average
annual yield of air-dry herbage is 8,500 pounds per acre
in years of favorable moisture and 4,500 pounds per acre
in years of unfavorable moisture.

Figure 20.—In background, Lela clay in the Heavy Bottom-land
range site in excellent condition. The Alkali Bottom-land range
site is in foreground.

Figure 19.—Dune range site in background and Sandy Bottom-land range site in foreground. The light-colored, blowout spots are the
result of overgrazing by livestock. A mixture of native grasses is to be drilled into the noncompetitive cover crop on Yahola loamy
fine sand in foreground.
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LOAMY PRAIRIE RANGE SITE

This range site consists of moderately deep or deep
soils on nearly level to steep uplands. These soils are
generally fertile and productive. They have a permeable
subsoil that allows moisture to penetrate readily and that
provides ample room for roots to grow.

Big bluestem, little bluestem, indiangrass, switchgrass,
and: other tall productive grasses are dominant where
this range site is in excellent condition (fig. 21.) If the
site is overgrazed, these decreasers are replaced by tall
dropseed, Scribner panicum, sideoats grama, blue grama,
and other less productive grasses. Weeds that commonly
invade heavily grazed areas are western ragweed, broom-
weed, ironweed, old field three-awn, and coralberry.

Where this site is in excellent condition, the average
annual yield of air-dry herbage is 6,000 pounds per acre
in years of favorable moisture and 3,000 pounds per acre
in years of unfavorable moisture.

RED CLAY PRAIRIE RANGE SITE

This range site consists of gently sloping to strongly
sloping, shallow clays to clay loams that are underlain
by interbedded -shale. The shale is exposed in many
areas on the steeper slopes.

The dominant decreaser on this site is little bluestem,
but big bluestem, indiangrass, and switchgrass occur in
small amounts. As condition of the range declines, side-
oats grama, blue grama, hairy grama, and buffalograss

increase. Continuous close grazing reduces plant cover
and increases erosion.

Where this site is in excellent condition, the average
annual yield of air-dry herbage is 3,000 pounds per acre
in years of favorable moisture and 1,200 pounds per acre
in years of unfavorable moisture.

SANDY BOTTOM-LAND RANGE SITE

This range site consists of deep sands on level to nearly
level bottom lands (fig. 22) along the Arkansas and Salt
Fork Arkansas Rivers. These soils are-subject to floods
during which coarse to fine sands are occasionally depos-
ited. In many places deep-rooted plants are subirri-
gated at a depth ranging from 4 to § feet,

The domina