South Carolina NRCS
Conservation Programs

¢ Conservation Stewardship Program
¢ Environmental Quality Incentives Program
¢ Farm and Ranch Lands Protection Program
¢ Healthy Forest Reserve Program
¢ Grassland Reserve Program
¢ Wetlands Reserve Program

+ Wildlife Habitat Incentives Program

ONRCS

Natural Resources Conservation Service

South Carolina

Www.se.nres.usda.gov

Key Points to Remember
when Applying for
Conservation
Program Assistance

o Make an Appointment with your
Local NRCS Office to discuss your
conservation needs

e Work with your Conservationist to
develop a Conservation Plan and

ensure all eligibility requirements have
been met.

e Submit your Application for

consideration for program funding

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its
programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, religion,
age, disability, political beliefs, sexual orientation, or marital or family sta-
tus.(Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.) Persons with disabilities
who require alternative means for communication of program information
(Braille, large print, audio-tape, etc.) should contact USDA’s TARGET Center
at 202720-2600 (voice and TDD). To file a complaint of discrimination, write
USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, Room326W, Whitten Building, [4th
and Independence Avenue, SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (202)
720-5964(voice and TDD). USDA is an equal opportunity provider and em-
ployer.

Columbia, SC 2012/2013
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Individual Steps for Applying for
Conservation Programs

The first step in Conservation Program
Assistance is actually a friendly phone call to
your local Natural Resources Conservation
Service (NRCS) Office.

Make an Appointment

Individuals may request to set up an appoint-
ment with the local NRCS Office. This may
require both office and field visits. The local
NRCS representative will provide Technical
Assistance in helping determine your resource
concerns and if any conservation programs
could help you address the resource needs on
your property.

If the local NRCS representative determines
there is a resource concern that may be ad-
dressed by one of our conservation programs,
they will be happy to provide guidance and
assistance with the Conservation Program
Assistance Application Process.

Documentation of Control

Definition of an Individual: any person who
controls the land and uses their personal social
security number (SSN) to apply for conserva-
tion program assistance. In order to be eligible
for any Conservation Program Assistance, ap-
plicants must document control of the land for
the contract period using any of the following:

I. Deed
2. Lease

3. Other written authorization from the land-
owner (NRCS-Farm Bill Conservation Programs
Land Eligibility Certification Form)

Submitting your Application

Below is a basic list of how to apply for conser-
vation program assistance. The application pro-
cess for conservation program assistance in-
cludes several steps.

I. The individual must express interest in a
particular conservation program and contact
their local NRCS office.

2. The individual must establish a customer
record with the Farm Service Agency (FSA).

This may require an appointment with the local
FSA representative to complete any necessary
paperwork for applicant eligibility.

Typically, NRCS and FSA Offices are located
together at a U.S. Department of Agriculture
(USDA) Service Center.

FSA will establish a customer record for an indi-
vidual in the Service Center Information Manage-
ment System (SCIMS) and provide individuals
with farm and tract numbers. Eligibility for
program assistance will be determined through
the following forms:

e AD-1026, Highly Erodible Land Conserva-
tion and Wetland Conservation Certifica-
tion

e CCC-926 Payment Eligibility Average
Adjusted Gross Income

3. Request FSA provide a computer
generated map of your farm.

4. Individuals must fill out a Conser-
vation Program Application (FORM NRCS-
CPA-1200)

After Applying

If your application is considered for funding,
there are several other forms that NRCS may
require, including the NRCS-CPA-09 Power of
Attorney, the FSA-21 | Power of Attorney,
and a SF-1199 Direct Deposit Form.

Also, NRCS will help each individual address
their conservation resource concerns through
development of a Conservation Plan, even if a
conservation program is not deemed appropri-
ate. If an individual application is not consid-
ered for funding in the year you apply, your
application may be considered in future years
based on funding and meeting other program
eligibility requirements.

For more information please visit our Web
site at: http://www.sc.nrcs.usda.gov/programs/
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