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D i d  yo u  k n o w  .  .  .  the corn we eat is called sweet corn?  But did 
you know that farmers also grow field corn?  They use field corn to feed cows, 
pigs, and other farm animals.  Field corn is used to make thousands of 
products that you and your family uses. Can you guess what products on this 
page are made with corn?

 

*Some of the products from cattle are shoes, candles, hamburgers, shampoo, film, bandage strips, luggage, 
steak, marshmallows, gelatin, drugs like insulin and thyroid medication, violin strings, and dog chews.

*Soda, jam, peanut butter, batteries, paper, cosmetics, toothpaste, cleansers, crayons, absorbents, 
medicines, adhesives and solvents can all have corn as an ingredient in one way or another. Batteries, for 
example, utilize cornstarch. Dextrins, made from cornstarch, are used in crayons. Oxidized cornstarch is 
spread over aspirin and super-absorbant cornstarch is found in some disposable diapers. 
 
The crops and livestock raised on Nevada farms contribute to a number products we use everyday.  There 
are so many products that it’s difficult to list them all.  Check out the Web site below to find more: 

http://www.nv.nrcs.usda.gov/about/education.html

D i d  yo u  k n o w  .  .  .  that it 
takes 3,000 cows to supply the National 
Football League with enough leather for 
a year’s supply of footballs?  Can 
you guess what objects 
shown on the page are 
made from beef or beef 
by-products?

D i d  yo u  k n o w  .  .  .  alfalfa is supposedly the oldest plant used for livestock 
feed?  Records of its use date back to as early as 1,000 BC in the Middle East.  Alfalfa 
sprouts are used in salads, and the leaves may also be used raw or cooked as a vegetable.

Beef and corn are two commodities raised in Nevada.
Water Use In Nevada 

Water is the most important natural resource on Earth. Every living thing requires it to survive, and humans use it 
to generate power and cool thermoelectric plants. Agriculture accounts for the most water use worldwide. 

 In 2000, Nevada used about 2.8 billion gallons of water per day. 
 Of this amount, about 2.1 billion gallons per day are used for irrigation, or 

about 75 percent of total water use. 

Sounds like a lot of water, but Nevada ranks 16
th 

in the nation for water use for irrigation, so by comparison, this 
number isn’t so surprising. This makes even more sense when you consider that Nevada only receives about 9 inches 
of precipitation per year for much of the State, and that irrigation is essential for most vegetation to survive in 
this environment. 

 About 629 million gallons per day go to public water supply, or about 22.4 
percent of the annual water use. 

 Thermoelectric power accounted for 36.7 million gallons per day, or about 
1.3 percent. 

 Other categories, such as domestic and industrial, are less than 1 percent of 
total water used in Nevada. 

As one would imagine, when looking at public supply for water use in Nevada, the larger urban areas are the big 
users. 

 Clark County uses about 73 percent of the total public supply and Washoe 
County uses about 14.5 percent. Together these two counties account for 
about 87.5 percent of the public supply water use for the entire state. 

 The next biggest users are Carson City, about 2.7 percent, Elko County, 
about 1.8 percent, and Douglas County, about 1.6 percent. 

 The rest of the 12 counties in Nevada combined make up about 6 percent of 
the total annual water supply use. 

The Southern Nevada Water Authority has a website that shows total residential water use in the Las Vegas 
area (http://www.snwa.com/html/ws_water_use_facts.html). According to this website, residential use 
accounts for 65 percent of Southern Nevada’s water use, and residents use about 70 percent of their drinking 
water outdoors (90 percent in the summer). The breakdown is given as 47 percent of the water goes to 
effective landscape outdoor use, 23 percent as wasted landscape water, 8 percent for toilets, 6 percent for 
laundry, 5 percent for showers, 5 percent for faucets, 4 percent for leaks, and 2 percent for baths, 
dishwashers, and other uses. SNWA points out that between 20 to 30 percent of residential water is lost to 
leaks and waste water. 

Water Use in Nevada 
Water is the most important natural resource on Earth. Every living thing 

requires it to survive, and humans use it in many ways, from drinking it to 
generating power or cooling thermoelectric plants. Water is very important for 
agriculture as well, whether irrigating crops that are grown for food or watering 
livestock which also make up part of our food supply.  Agriculture accounts for 
most water used worldwide. 

Nevada is a “first-in-time-first-in-rights” state when it comes to who owns 
the right to use the water in our state. In Nevada, the driest state in the U.S., 
agricultural water rights account for between 80% and 90% of all the water used.  

Why do we need to use so much irrigation water for agriculture? Our climate 
is the main reason. We live in a desert, which receives very little precipitation 
each year, and the amount can vary greatly depending on your location in Nevada. 
As you might imagine, it is not nearly enough water to keep plants and animals 
alive. Nevada Farmers and ranchers have to add water by irrigating fields and 
pastures so that plants and animals can survive in our dry region. Even so, Nevada 
ranks only 16th in the nation for water use for agriculture, while contributing over 
$650,000,000 to Nevada’s economyi. 

                                                             
i Nevada Agricultural Statistics Service, in cooperation with USDA, 2011 
 
Why is water the most important natural resource? 
 
 
Why does Nevada use so much water to grow food? 
 
 
A farmer in Nevada has 500 acres of land to grow onions, and 200 acres of land to grow alfalfa. His water right 
permits him to use 4 acre feet (the amount of water needed to cover one acre to a depth of one foot) of water per 
acre. How many acre feet of water will he be able to use? 
 
 
How many states use more water than Nevada? 


