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Featured Volunteer Vignette
Featured Volunteers:  Pat Guptill, Michael Twedt, 

Chad Reisenauer, Jeff Bonn, Bill Rosin, Jerry Weinheimer, 

Gary Hanson, and Doug Deiter
Location: Gettysburg, SD
[image: image2.png]Earth Team Volunteers Support Energy Workshop
[image: image3.png]Helping People Help the Land.

The USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer.




A workshop was held on April 2, 2008, to discuss the potentials of on-farm renewable energy sources and energy efficiency at the Medicine Rock Café in Gettysburg, South Dakota (SD).  The meeting, including a noon lunch, was sponsored by the North Central and Dakota Central Resource Conservation & Development (RC&D) Councils.

The workshop helped farm and ranch operators explore possible renewable energy resources that could be adapted to their operations.  An open discussion was held by a panel comprised of Earth Team (ET) Volunteer farmers, ranchers, and others who have experience in using renewable energy sources such as farm-scale wind, solar, bio-fuels, corn/wood burners, bio-fuel alternatives like vegetable oil, and geothermal energy.  These volunteers also outlined how calving dates and using manure properly for nutrient management can improve energy efficiency and benefit farm economics. 
During the workshop, the group discussed farm/ranch energy audits, farm/ranch efficiency options, and the future energy outlook.  This group of ET Volunteers participated in the workshop because of their strong feelings toward the effort of farm energy efficiency and renewable energy.  These individuals came from different parts of North and South Dakota to help support the energy workshop.  Pat Guptill, one volunteer from this group, is a rancher from Quinn, SD, who came on his own time to share his experiences.  Guptill commented that because he changed his grazing system and management practices to be more efficient, he now has more time to spend with his family. 












“While most people are putting up hay in June…I’m fishing and spending time with my family, because I changed to a 12-month grazing system.”





Pat Guptill,


Earth Team 


Volunteer





South Dakota
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