
Manage for BOTH Pollinators 
and Plants
Areas planted to attract pollinators need to be 
managed to protect both the plants and the 
pollinators in the area.  

To protect the pollinators visiting the habitat you 
create, you should avoid or minimize the following:

•   Tillage

•   Insecticides and Some Fungicides

•   Plastic Mulch

•   Removal of Benefi cial Plants

Assistance for New Jersey Farmers
Contact Jolie Goldenetz Dollar, Pollinator Habitat 
Restoration Specialist for the Mid-Atlantic Region, 
at the Cape May Plant Materials Center for help with 
pollinator conservation and native plant restoration. 

Location: 1536 Route 9 North
  Cape May Courthouse, NJ 08210
Phone:  609.465.5901, ext. 101 
Email: jolie.dollar@nj.usda.gov.

Pollinator Habitat Funding
Funding for pollinator habitat is available 
through the following NRCS programs: 

• Conservation Stewardship Program (CSP)

• Environmental Quality Incentives Program 
(EQIP)

• Wildlife Habitat Incentives Program (WHIP) 

• Agriculture Management Assistance (AMA)

Th rough these programs, you can select any of the 
following conservation activities to help you attract 
and protect native pollinators on your farm.

• Pollinator Planti ngs – provide a food source 
and secure nesting for ground-nesting bees by 
establishing a variety of fl owering plants. Use 
NRCS practices such as:

 » Conservati on Cover

 » Field Borders

 » Early Successional Habitat 

 » Tree/Shrub Establishment 

• No Till Planti ng – protects ground-nesting 
pollinators by reducing ground disturbance.

• Pest Management – protects pollinators by 
reducing pesticide applications.

• Buff er Planti ngs -  marginal areas around organic 
farms can include pollinator plantings. 

www.nj.nrcs.usda.gov
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Little-Known Fact: Leaving natural areas protects 
and attracts native pollinators by providing food and 
a safe haven away from insecticides.

NaNatititiivevee l leaeaf-ff-cuuuttter bee on aster. 
CoCoC ururtetesyyy of f ErErE icici  M MMadaa er, Xeercess S Sococciieietytyytytytyy....
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The Importanncccee oofff PPPPoooolllllliinators
nene oouut of evvererry y y thththrereee mom uthfuls offf ffooood d anand dd
drink we consume is s avavaiailal ble becaaaususe e oof 

popollinators. Although thherere e e are many aniiimamalsls t haat t
plplayay a role in the polliinatitionon of ouour r fooodod,,, bebeeses a re 
thhe e most impporo tantn  oof f thhtheese pollllininnatatorors.s.

HHistorically, thhe e agricucultltl urure ee ininduduststryry hass useed d 
managed hives s ofof E Euru opeaeaan HoHoH neney Beeseses ff for 
pollination. WWitith h ththe recentntt d deccllinene of ff thththisisis s s spep cies 
dudue too colonny collllapa se ddiisorder, iitt isis iimpm ortataantnt t to o 
didiverrsify ththee polllini aators we use for crop p prp ododucuc-
tion aandd  supply y vav luaba le pollinator habiittat.t. ThTh iis 
habiiittat bbenefi tsts b bboto h nnative bees and hooneney y bebeese .

Nati vee BBeeee PPPoollinators Can Heellpp!!

heheththeerer y yououu aare producing fruits, vegetablel s,
or b both, it isisis bb benenenefie  cial to attract and 

protect nativeveve p polollilinanatotorsrs. .
Native bbeeeeees cac n provovidide hthe following beennefi tss:

• MoM rere eeeffff ffeec itive fl fl owewer r popop llination than hhoney 
bebees, , ononon a a a bb beeee-pper b-bee basasis

•• MoMorerere a aacctivvve e duduriring cooooler and wetter 
cconddiitionsnss comompap reedd tto honey bees 

• •  Moorere abubundnddanaant annd d d lalargerr f ffrruit production 
bebecacaususse e ofofof buzzzz z popop llinatatioioion

• Increaasse iiinnn cropopp y y yieieieldldlds bbecause of addddededed 
pollinatioon n service

• Reduction ofoff d d depependence 
on and costss rrelelata eded tto oo
rented commmemercrciaiaiall l beb es, 
suchh a s ththe e EuEuropean 
Honey y BeB e.

habiiitatat t bb

          N

hehe

AAttttrraaccttiinngg NNNNaattiivvee PPollinatorrs
PPROVIDE THE BASICS: Food, Shelter, and r
PProtecectiionon ffrom Insecticcides

  Foodd::   PoP llen aandnd Nectar from Flowers

lantnt p polo linaator-frieiendn ly fl owering plants to 
atattrtracact nanatitive bbeeees. ThTh esese p plantings should 

innnclcludude nnatitiveve p plalal ntn s with varied d blbloom times 
toto m maxa immmize the diiveversity ofof pollilinanatot rsrs a nd 
prprovo idde e a fof od source e ththroughohout thehe e entntire 
grgrowowining g sseeasa on.

Th Thesesee plp antiingn s can be part of a fi eldldd b border, 
riparianan b buffff er,r, marginal prrododo ucucctititionono  aarer a,a, o or a 
heheedgdgdgerererowowow..

 Shheelltter: Th Three TyTypepes ss ofof Beeee N Nese tsts

wwowo-thihihirdrds s ofofof aa allll 
nan tiivveve b beeeesss arrree e sosolilitataryryry 

groundndd--nesestingngng. Forrrgg ththt esese e
beeeeeses, limit tilllllage ttoto oonllyy 
ththoso e areas whwheere itit iis 
neeede ed to o avoioidd diisstturbiiingng 
grouundd n nesest siitetes.s  

SiS nce wood-nesting
solitary bees make 
individual nests in 
beetle tunnels in 
snags (standing deadd 
trees) or artifi cial nneest
structures, neststining 
tubes can bebe p pllaced 
in habbititatat a areas. 

FoFor cavavity-nesting social bees, such as the bumble g
bee,e, make sure your landscape has some un-
mmowed or wild areas, especially adjacent to 
hedgerows or forest edges.  

 Protecti on from Insecti cides

ollinators can be negatively aff ected or 
killed by pesticides, especially insecticides. 

To protect and attract pollinator populations, 
it is very important to limit oror aavoid using 
insecticides. 

If you do need to o ususe insecticides, carefully 
prprotect ththee poollllini ator habitat areas by:

• • MiMiMininimimiziz ngng u usese 

• UsUsUsining gg ttht e least toxic formulation (s( ee cchahart 
bebelololow)

• AAvAA oiding application to fl owering plants

• Always following the label

• Spraying during dry and calm conditions 

• Spraying right after dusk when bees are least 
active if possible.

Formulati on Toxicity to Bees

Dust Most Toxic

Least Toxic

Wettable Powder

Flowable

Emulsifi able Concentrate

Soluable Powder

Solution

Granular

When using insecti cides, choose the
formulati on that is least toxic to bees.

Little-Known Fact: Most native bees are un-
likely to sting because they 
don’t have a communal nest 
to protect. Th e yellow jack-
ets and other stinging wasps 
that eat rotting fruit or hang 
around picnic areas are not 
bees, nor are they signifi cant 
pollinators (Xerces Society). 

Buzz pollination results in 
more abundant and larger 
fruit production.

Matthew Shepherd,
 Xerces Society

Mace Vaughan, Xerces Society

Mace Vaughan, Xerces Society


